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Abstract.  Galactia  watsoniana  A .  C.  Holmes  &
Singhurst  (Fabaceae,  Papilionoideae),  endemic  to  the

Texas,  is  described  as  new.  The  new  species  is
distinguished  from  G.  volubilis  (L.)  Britton,  its
apparent  nearest  relative,  by  its  solitary  and  larger
flowers  (17-22  mm  vs.  6-12  mm),  strigillose  tri-
chomes  on  plant  surfaces,  presence  of  a  narrow  white
border  on  the  leaflet  margins,  and  ovate  leaflets  with
reticulated  abaxial  surfaces.
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The  state  of  Texas  has  approximately  298  species  of
vascular  plants  that  are  considered  endemic  (W.  R.
Carr,  unpublished  data),  with  about  35  of  these
endemic  to  the  Pleistocene  terraces  of  the  Uv, er
(southern)  rim  of  the  Balcones  Escarpment.  The  area,
most  often  known  as  part  of  the  Edwards  Plateau  or
Hill  Country,  is  also  of  substantial  botanical  interest
because  of  the  number  of  eastern  species  that  are
present  as  relicts.  These  include  such  species  as
Aquilegia  canadensis  L.,  Arisaema  dracontium  (L.)
Schott,  Aristolochia  serpentaria  L.,  Bignonia  capreo-
lata  L.,  Hamamelis  virginiana  L.,  Lindera  benzoin  (L.)
Blume,  Menispermum  canadense  L.,  Mitreola  petiolata
(J.  F.  Gmelin)  Torrey  &  A.  Gray,  and  Viola  palmata  L.
As  a  whole,  the  plateau  is  highly  disturbed,  mainly  as
a  result  of  overgrazing,  with  the  natural  vegetation
largely  being  replaced  by  Ashe  juniper  ( Juniperus
ashet  J.  Buchholz).  Notable  exceptions  to  this  are
portions  of  the  canyonlands,  the  uplands  that  give  rise
to  such  rivers  as  the  Medina,  Sabinal,  and  Guadalupe.
A  number  of  drainages  occur  here  that  are  in  near

3  condition.

occurrences  of  the  recently  named  Texas  endemic
Prenanthes  carrii  Singhurst,  O’Kennon  &  W.  G-
Holmes  (Asteraceae;  see  Singhurst  et  al.,  2004),  an
unknown  species  of  Galactia  P.  Browne  was  discov¬

ered  at  the  Love  Creek  Preserve  of  the  Nature
Conservancy  of  Texas.  Subsequent  field  studies  have
resulted  in  discovery  of  this  unknown  species  at
additional  sites.  It  is  described  as  follows.
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Galactia  watsoniana  W.  C.  Holmes  &  Singhurst,  sp.
nov.  TYPE:  USA  Texas  Bandera  Co  Love
Creek  Preserve  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  of
Texas,  sloping  terrace  of  bank  of  Love  Creek
near  cabin,  13  Aug.  2004,  W.  C.  Holmes  13069  &
J.  R.  Singhurst  (holotype,  BAYLU;  isotypes,  MO,
TEX).  Figure  1.

A  Galactia  volubih  (L.)  Britton  corolla  longiore  (17-
22  mm  non  6-12  mm  longa)  et  trichomatibus  strigillosis  non
patulo-pilosis  differt.

Perennial  herbaceous  trailing  to  twining  vines;
taproots  vertical,  woody,  linear  to  spindle-shaped,  at

longer,  1-2  mm  thick,  branched,  terete  to  angled,
retrorscly  strigillose;  internodes  8-10  cm  or  more,
shorter  above,  nodes  densely  strigillose.  Leaves
alternate,  pinnately  trilobate;  stipules  linear  to
narrowly  lanceolate,  1-2.1  mm,  antrorsely  strigillose,
densck  so  aL  bases,  nerves  3(to  5),  essentially
parallel,  apices  narrowed  to  a  slightly  rounded  apex;
petioles  1-4.7  mm,  antrorsely  strigillose,  grooved
above;  slipels  linear,  0.4-1.2  mm,  glabrate  to  spar¬
ingly  antrorsely  strigillose;  lateral  petiolules  (pulvi-
nus)  0.5-1. 9  mm,  densely  spreading-strigillose,  ter¬
minal  petiolules  5-7  mm,  antrorsely  strigillose,  the
pulvinus  1-2  mm,  densely  spreading-strigillose;  leaf¬
lets  ovate,  1.3-2  X  2. 7-4.7  cm,  pinnately  nerved,
bases  rounded  to  obtuse  to  occasionally  obscurely

1  d  l  margins  entire,  densely  antrorsely  strigil¬
lose  and  appearing  as  a  narrow  white  band,  apices
rounded  to  an  acute  apiculation  0.5-1  mm,  adaxial
surfaces  glabrate  to  moderately  antrorse  strigillose,
the  secondary  nerves  exserted  from  the  surfaces,
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