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In  the  1890's  the  German  collector  Ernst  Baumann  worked  in  the  Misahohe
(6°57'N,  0°35'E)  area  near  Kpalime  (6°54'N,  0°37'E)  in  Togo.  Misahohe  is
on  a  forested  escarpment,  where  a  forest  remnant  is  still  present  today.  On  26
June  1894  Baumann  discovered  a  nest  of  Picathartes  gymnocephalus  con-
taining  young  at  '  'Apototsi  b.  [near]  Leglebi'  '  and  collected  an  adult  pair  there
2  days  later  (Reichenhow  1897:  34).  The  locality  was  described  as  moun-
tainous  and  difficult  of  access.  Collar  &  Stuart  (1985),  following  Bannerman's
(1948:  115,  117)  account,  imply,  as  he  did,  that  2  sites,  Apotsi  (sic,  Collar  &
Stuart)  and  Leglebi  were  involved,  and  think  it  possible  that  P.  gymnocephalus
may  now  be  extinct  in  Togo.

In  an  attempt  to  identify  the  breeding  site,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  the
precise  place  names  mentioned,  but  there  is  a  Leklebi  Duga  at  6°  57'N,  0°  29'E
in  Ghana  about  2  km  SW  of  the  Leklebi  Dafo  marked  on  the  map  of  the  Gold
Coast  in  Bannerman  (1931).  Both  these  places  are  near  Misahohe,  but  they
are  in  that  part  of  "Togoland"  which  voted  to  join  Ghana  in  the  1956
plebiscite.  In  modern  maps  the  Leklebi  prefix  is  often  dropped  (only  Duga  or
Dafo  being  marked)  and  on  a  1:  50,000  map  of  1952  there  is  a  hilly  area
named  Awatotse  immediately  to  the  NW  of  Duga.  If  I  am  correct  in  thinking
that  this  Awatotse  is  the  Apototsi  where  Baumann  found  his  birds,  then  there
have  never  been  any  records  of  P.  gymnocephalus  in  what  is  now  the  Republic
of  Togo  and  so  the  question  of  its  extinction  there  is  an  abstraction.
Nevertheless  its  discovery  in  Togo  would  not  be  surprising,  as  suitable  habitat
remains  in  the  Togolese  part  of  the  Atacora  chain  of  hills  from  Kpalime  north
to  Fazao  (8°42'N,  0°46'E).

References:
Bannerman,  D.  A.  1931.  The  Birds  of  Tropical  West  Africa,  Vol.  2.  1948,  Vol.  6.  London.

Crown Agents.
Collar,  N.  J.  &  Stuart,  S.  N.  1985.  Threatened  Birds  of  Africa  and  Related  Islands.  The

ICBP/IUCN  Red  Data  Book,  part  1.  3rd  edn.  Cambridge,  UK.
Reichenhow,  A.  1897.  Zur  vogelfauna  von  Togo.  /  Orn.  45:  1—57-

Address:  Dr  R.  A.  Cheke,  c/o  Tropical  Development  and  Research  Institute,  College  House,
Wrights  Lane,  London  W8  5SJ,  UK.

©  British  Ornithologists'  Club  1986



Cheke, Robert A. 1986. "The supposed occurrence of the White-necked
Picathrates Picathartes gymnocephalus in Togo." Bulletin of the British
Ornithologists' Club 106, 152–152. 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/123887
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/77218

Holding Institution 
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by 
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In Copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: British Ornithologists' Club
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 21 September 2023 at 17:28 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/123887
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/77218
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

