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ON  BUTEO  HARLANI  (AUD.)  AND  B.  COOPERI
CASS.

BY  ROBERT  RIDGWAY.

Since  the  publication  in  *The  Auk,’  for  July,  1884  (pp.
253,  254),  of  the  article  suggesting  the  possible  identity  of  these
two  birds,  the  National  Museum  has  purchased  from  Mr.  G.  H.
Ragsdale,  of  Gainesville,  Texas,  a  specimen  which  proves  con¬
clusively  that  B.  harlani  has,  like  B.  borealis  and  B.  sivainsoni  ,
a  light-colored  phase,  but  at  the  same  time,  unfortunately,  does
not  dispose  of  the  question  of  B.  cooperi.  The  recently  acquired
specimen,  which  is  undoubtedly  B.  harlani  ,  is  even  decidedly
lighter  in  color  than  B.  cooperi  ,  the  tail  being  almost  wholly
white,  as  are  also  the  upper  coverts,  while  the  scapulars  and
wing-coverts  have  a  much  greater  amount  of  light  spotting.
Notwithstanding  its  very  light  colors,  however,  the  two  partic¬
ularly  diagnostic  characters  of  B.  cooperi  ,  mentioned  in  the
article  above  referred  to,  viz.,  the  unusual  length  of  the  naked
portion  of  the  tarsus,  in  front,  and  the  plumbeous  or  almost  glau-
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cons  color  of  the  outer  surface  of  the  primaries,  are  wanting,
and  the  type  of  the  last-named  bird,  therefore,  remains  unique  in
respect  to  at  least  the  last  mentioned  of  these  two  characters.

The  following  measurements  of  B.  cooperi  and  two  light  col¬
ored  examples  of  B.  harlani  will  show  the  differences  in  the
measurements  of  the  tarsi  :  —

Species.

* Type. No. S525, U. S. Nat. Mus., Santa Clara, Cal.
t No. 99,969, Gainesville, Texas.
t Coll. C. E. Aiken, Colorado Springs. This specimen has been previously referred to

by me as B.cooperi.
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