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BRIEF  NOTES  ON  THE  LAND  AND  FRESH-WATER  SHELLS  OF  MERCER
COUNTY,  ILL.

BY  AVILLIAM  A.  MARSH.

Sub-genus  Planorhula,  Haldcnian.

101.  —  Segmeutina  armigera,  Say.

Shell  varied  in  color,  from  very  dark  born  color  to  almost  white,
spire  regular,  slightly  concave,  suture  well  impressed,  whorls  four,
longer  than  wide,  carinated  above,  aperture  oblique,  labrum
usually  of  a  darker  color  on  the  edge.  AVithin  the  aperture  are  five
teeth,  two  on  the  pillar  lip,  one  near  the  anterior  lip,  one  on  the  side
of  the  labrum,  and  two  on  tlie  upper  portion  of  the  outer  lip.  This
interesting  shell  has  a  range  from  Maine  to  Colorado.  It  is  rather
common  here  about  our  small  ponds,  being  usually  found  associated
Avith  P.  exacutus  and  P.  parvus.  It  may  be  found  adhering  to  sticks,
bark  and  pieces  of  pine  boards  where  the  water  is  very  shallow.

ANCYLU8  Geoffrey,  1767.

102.  —  Aneylus  rividaris,  Say.

Shell  pale  yellow,  opaque  conic,  depressed  ;  apex  obtuse,  nearer  to
and  leaning  towards  one  side  and  one  end  ;  aperture  oval,  rather
narrower  at  one  end,  entire.  This  shell  is  very  abundant  along  the
margin  of  the  Mississippi  River  ;  found  adhering  to  the  limestone
rock  in  the  river,  also  on  limbs  of  trees,  dead  leaves  and  old  valves
of  Uniones.  I  have  one  valve  of  a  Unio  ellqms  in  my  cabinet  that
had  25  of  the  Ancylvs  on  it.

103.  —  Aneylus  parallelus,  Haldeman.

Shell  pale,  thin,  fragile,  lengthened,  uai*row,  apex  rather  short,
sharp,  conspicuous,  with  two-fifths  of  the  shell  posterior  to  it.  Inhabits
Pope  Creek,  in  this  county  ;  has  neyer  been  found  elsewhere.
When  found  at  all  it  occurs  veiy  abundantly,  adhering  to  sticks,
stones  and  dried  leaves.  I  have  found  it  attached  to  live  specimens
of  Pleurocera  suhulare.

104.  —  Aneylus  tardus,  Say.

Shell  conic,  depressed,  a\>ex  behind  the  middle,  obtuse,  rounded,
inclining  backward,  line  from  the  apex  to  the  posterior  tip  rectilin-
ear  ;  line  from  the  apex  to  the  anterior  tip  arcuated  ;  aperture  oval.
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I  found  this  shell  in  a  small  slough  near  Edwards  Creek,  in  Green
Township,  adhering  to  flat  limestone  rocks.  I  have  never  found  it
in  any  other  locality.  It  is  probably  very  rare  here.

GENERAL  NOTES.

On  Helix  (Arionta)  Kelleti  Fhs.  —  Twenty  years  ago,  Dr.
J.  G.  Cooper,  writing  of  the  west  coast  helices,  mentioned  the  find-
ing  of  Arionta  KeUettli  Fbs.,  u])(»n  the  seaward  side  of  Point  Loma,
at  the  entrance  of  San  Diego  bay.  He  remarked  upon  the  great
number  of  dead  shells  and  the  scarcity  of  the  living,  from  which  it
was  inferred  that  they  were  dying  out.  The  same  state  of  affaiis
exists  to  day.  The  steep  hillside  is  thickly  strewed  with  dead  shells
of  the  form  o^  Arionta  Kellettii,  now  generally  known  as  A.  Stearn-
siana,  while  living  specimens  are  hard  to  find.  The  dead  shells  are
in  all  stages,  from  fresh  and  bright  to  chalky  and  broken,  showing
that  a  comparatively  small  number  of  individuals  are  living  at  one
time,  yet  enough  survive  to  keep  the  race  intact.  —  E.  W.  ROPER.

PUBLICATIONS  RECEIVED.

Contributions  for  a  systematic  knowledge  of  the  aquatic
SHELLS  OF  Tasmania,  by  W.  F.  Petterd.  In  this  valuable  paper
Mr.  Petterd  has  revised  the  fresh-water  shells  of  Tasmania,  giving
especial  attention  to  the  minute  Paludinoid  forms,  which  in  Tasmania
as  everywhere  have  been  very  imperfectly  understood.  IMost  of
them  belong  to  the  genus  Potamopyrgus  of  Stimpson,  a  group  in-
cluding  also  all  of  the  New  Zealand  non-marine  Kissoids.  The  new
subgenus  Beddovieia  (name  preoccupied  by  Nevill,  Handl.  Moll.  Ind.
Mas.  i,  p.  127)  is  proposed  for  Amnicola  laiincestonensis  Johnson,  and
other  species,  and  Brazieria  for  the  Ampul/aria  tasmanica  Tenison-
Woods.  A  number  of  new  species  are  described  and  figured  as  well
as  the  radula?  of  various  genera.  The  importance  of  work  of  this
sort  can  hardly  be  over-estimated  at  the  present  stage  of  Malacology.
^H.  A.  P.

On  certain  parasites,  commensals  and  domiciliares  in  the
PEARL  OYSTER,  by  R.  E.  C.  Stcarns.  (Smithsonian  Report,  1886,
pt.  1,  p.  339.)  The  author  of  this  paper  discusses  in  characteristically
graceful  style  the  interactions  between  parasites,  domiciliares  and.



Marsh, W A. 1889. "Brief notes on the land and fresh-water shells of Mercer
County, Ill. (continued)." The Nautilus 3, 34–35. 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/86828
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/95625

Holding Institution 
University of Toronto - Gerstein Science Information Centre

Sponsored by 
University of Toronto

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: NOT_IN_COPYRIGHT

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 18 September 2023 at 07:00 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/86828
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/95625
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

