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Abstract.  Hedyotis  cheniana  R.  J.  Wang  and  H.

China,  are  described  as  new.  Hedyotis  cheniana  is
similar  to  H.  terminaliflora  Merrill  &  Chun  in  having  a
terminal  condensed  inflorescence,  but  differs  in
having  elliptic  to  ovate,  or  sometimes  circular  leaves
with  rounded  or  truncated  leaf  bases  and  distinct
petioles,  narrowly  triangular  stipules  with  a  lacerate
margin,  heterostylous  flowers,  and  short  calyx  tubes.

Dunn  in  having  two  pairs  of  leaves  that  are  closely

distinguished  by  its  covering  of  sparse  to  dense  hairs
on  all  vegetative  organs,  four  to  five  pairs  of  secondary
veins,  and  distinct  petioles.  These  two  new  species
belong  to  Hedyotis  sect.  Diplophragma  Wight  &
Arnott  based  on  the  dehiscent  pattern  of  their  mature
capsules.
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The  genus  Hedyotis  L.  (s.l.)  occurs  throughout  the
tropical  and  warm  subtropical  regions  of  the  world.
Under  a  broad  genenc  eircumsenj  lion,  approximately
515  species  from  Asia  and  the  Americas  are  included
in  this  large  heterogeneous  genus  (Terrell  &  Robin¬
son,  2003;  Dutta  &  Deb,  2004).  The  inflorescence
structure  of  species  belonging  to  this  genus  varies
from  paniculate,  corymbose,  or  umbellate  to  con-

Capsules  range  from  globose  to  ovoid  or  ellipsoid,
dehiscing  septicidally,  loculicidally,  or  obscurely,  or
indehiscenl.  Seeds  in  Hedyotis  are  minule,  angled,
and  embedded  in  the  central  placenta.

Hedyotis ,  a  genus  of  subfamily  Rubioideae  (Bremer,
1996),  was  traditionally  placed  in  the  tribe  Hedyoti-

1958;  Bremekamp,  1966;  Robbrecht,  1988  \  o  g
recent  molecular  studies  (Bremer,  1996;  Bremer  &
Manen,  2000)  showed  that  Hedyotis  was  in  the  tribe
Spermacoceae  Berchtold  &  Presl,  here,  in  the  more
traditional  manner,  I  treat  Hedyotideae  as  a  separate
tribe  based  on  the  basic  differences  in  the  seed  and
fruit  morphology  of  the  two  tribes  (Terrell  et  al.,  2005).
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Moreover,  there  has  been  confusion  over  the  delim-

since  the  two  genera  were  first  proposed  by  Linnaeus
in  1753.  Lamarck  (1791)  first  combined  the  two

combined  genus,  but  this  generic  circumscription  was
not  accepted  by  other  workers,  e.g.,  Bremekamp
(1952),  Verdcourt  (1976),  Terrell  and  Robinson
(2003),  and  Terrell  et  al.  (2005).  Paraphyletic
(Bremer,  1996;  Bremer  &  Manen,  2000)  or  polyphy-
iellp  (Andersson  &  Rova,  1999;  Andersson  et  al.,
2002)  relationships  of  Hedyotis  and  Oldenlandia  in
molecular  studies  imply  that  the  name  Hedyotis  has
been  applied  to  several  related  groups  (Terrell  &
Robinson,  2003),  and  an  objective  delimitation  of  this
complicated  group  is  still  uncertain.  The  lack  of

Chinese  Hedyotis  species  suggests  that  a  broad
concept  of  Hedyotis  be  maintained,  and  two  new

1.  Hedyotis  cheniana  R.  J.  Wang,  sp.  nov.  TYPE:
China.  Hainan:  Maoan,  Mt.  Jianling,  mtn.  area,
granite,  in  valley,  dense  forest,  shady  places,
620-920  m,  29  Feb.  1956  (fl).  Investigating

Academy  of  Sciences  00797  (holotype,  TBSC;
isotype,  KUN).  Figure  1.

ibus  ad  basem  rotundis  vel  truncatis,  et  distincte  petiolatis.

Undershrubs,  ca.  0.5  m  tall,  erect,  dabrous.
branching  above;  stems  terete  but  a  little  grooved
young  branches.  Leaves  1.7-3.8(-5)  X  1.6-2. 5  cm,
elliptic  to  ovate,  sometimes  circular,  obtuse,  acute  or

obscure  adaxially,  prominent  abaxially;  petiole  slen¬
der,  2.5-5(-9.7)  mm;  stipules  2-3.5  X  ca.  1.8  mm,

glabrous.  Inflorescence  terminal,  subcapitate,  with  10
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dehisce  loculicidally  first  at  the  apex  and  then  subtended  leaf  bases,  but  the  new  species  can  be
septicidally  as  the  capsules  develop.  It  is  close  to  H.  easily  distinguished  by  having  an  obvious  indument
paridifolia  in  having  the  inflorescences  terminal  or  in  on  the  stem,  leaf  lamina  and  petiole,  stipules,  and
upper  leaf  axils,  which  are  partly  hidden  within  the  sepals  (vs.  glabrous  in  H.  paridifolia ),  four  to  five  pairs
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