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Major  variation  within  the  small  family  Myricaceae  is  exten-
sive  and  these  fundamental  discontinuities  have  been  pointed  out
from  the  earliest  days  of  systematic  botany.  In  spite  of  the  early
recognition  of  the  strikingly  obvious  divisions  within  this  family
of  perhaps  sixty  species,  the  prevailing  practice  has  been  to  rec-
ognize  very  few  genera  and  throughout  most  of  post-Linnean
times  not  more  than  the  genus  Myrica  itself.  A  very  large  per-
centage  of  the  intrafamilial  variation  is  represented  in  northeast-
ern  North  America  and  wherein  a  second  genus  {Comptonia
LHer.  ex  Aiton)  was  finally  adopted  by  Fernald  (1938:  379,  380,
410,  412,  482;  1950:  525).  Gleason  (1952:  24)  saw  fit  to  include
Comptonia  and  Gale  Duhamel  within  Myrica,  although  he  did
provide,  perhaps  reluctantly  and  certainly  nomenclaturally  incor-
rectly,  the  alternate  names  under  two  additional  generic  names.
Increasingly,  within  the  past  three  decades  or  so,  the  trend  has
been  to  accept  three  genera  in  addition  to  the  relatively  unknown
New  Caledonian  monotypic  genus  Canacomyrica  Guillaumin.
These  genera  are  Myrica  L.  (Lectotype:  Myrica  gale  L.),  Morella
Lour.  (Lectotype:  Morella  rubra  Loun),  and  Comptonia  [Type:
Comptonia  asplenifolia  (L.)  LHcr.  ex  Aiton;  =  Comptonia  per-
egrina  (L.)  J.  M.  Coult.].

All  members  of  the  Myricaceae  known  from  Mexico,  Central
America,  South  America,  and  the  West  Indies  bear  waxy  drupes
and  hence  are  species  of  Morella.  I  have  recently  examined  a
very  considerable  number  of  collections  from  Mexico  and  Central
America  from  15  herbaria  (a,  ariz,  cas,  conn,  duke,  f,  gh,  ll,
mich,  mo,  NY,  tex,  uc,  us,  wis)  and  find  need  for  the  following
combinations  in  the  genus  Morella.  Study  of  the  West  Indian
representatives  has  been  initiated  and  has  already  shown  that  cer-
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tain  combinations  are  needed  now.  It  seems  certain  that  others
will  also  be  required,  but  the  necessary  Antillean  study  has  not
been  completed  so  they  will  be  published  later.

The  last  monographer  of  the  Myricaceae,  Chevalier  (1901)  ac-
tually  recognized  the  same  generic  groupings  that  are  currently
being  adopted.  However,  Chevalier  in  effect  typified  the  Linnean
genus  by  Myrica  cerifera  L.  instead  of  by  Myrica  gale  and  as  a
consequence  the  largest  cluster  of  species  was  treated  as  the  genus
Myrica  instead  of  forming  the  genus  Morella.  The  lectotype  of
the  genus  Myrica,  as  noted  in  the  first  paragraph,  is  Myrica  gale,
designated  in  Britton  and  Brown  (1913:  584).  This  is  the  only
species  native  to  Sweden  and  the  only  species  familiar  to  Lin-
naeus  in  its  natural  setting.  Consequently,  Myrica  gale  was  the
species  best  known  to  Linnaeus  and  a  fitting  lectotype  for  the
genus.  Killick  et  al.  (1998)  have  recently  transferred  the  African
representatives  from  Myrica  to  Morella  and  Parra-Osorio  is  cur-
rently  preparing  a  manuscript  transferring  the  South  American
representatives  to  Morella.  Wilbur  (1994)  dealt  with  the  North
American  representatives  of  Comptonia,  Morella,  and  Myrica  and
concurred  with  the  unpublished  dissertation  by  Baird  (1968).
Verdcourt  and  Polhill's  proposals  (1997)  to  conserve  the  generic
names  Myrica  and  Gale  with  the  conserved  types  Myrica  cerifera
and  Gale  belgica  Dumort,  were  rejected  by  the  Committee  for
Spermatophyta  as  reported  by  Brummitt  (1999),  a  conclusion  that
was  approved  by  the  most  recent  Botanical  Congress.

Mexico  and  Central  America:
1)  Morella  phanerodonta  (Standi.)  Wilbur,  comb,  nov,  Basion-

ym:  Myrica  phanerodonta  Standi.,  J.  Wash.  Acad.  Sci.  17:
164.  1927.

2)  Morella  pringlei  (Greenm.)  Wilbur,  comb,  nov;  Basionym:
Myrica  pringlei  Greenm.,  Proc.  Amer.  Acad.  Arts  41:  236.
1905.

3)  Morella  pubescens  (Humb.  &  Bonpl.  ex  Willd.)  Wilbur,
My

Willd

West  Indies:
4)  Morella  holdridgeana  (Lundell)  Wilbur,  comb,  nov.;  Basion-

ym:  Myrica  holdridgeana  Lundell,  Contr.  Univ.  Michigan
Herb.  7:  5.  1942.
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Morella  picardae  (Krug  &  Urb.)  Wilbur
ym:  Myrica  picardae  Krug  &  Urb.,  Bot.
1892.

LITERATURE  CITED

Baird,  J.  R.  1968.  A  taxonomic  revision  of  the  plant  family  Myricaceae  of
North  America,  north  of  Mexico.  Ph.D.  dissertation,  Univ.  North  Caro-
lina,  Chapel  Hill,  NC.

Britton,  N.  L.  and  A.  Brown.  1913.  An  Illustrated  Flora  of  the  Northern
United  States,  Canada  and  the  British  Possessions,  2nd  ed.  New  York.

Brummitt,  R.  K.  1999.  Proposals  to  conserve  or  reject.  Report  of  the  Com-
mittee for Spermatophyta.  Taxon 48:  367.

Chevalier,  A.  1901.  Monographic  des  Myricacees.  Mem.  Soc.  Sci.  Nat.  &
Math.  Cherbourg  32:  85-341.

FfeRNALD,  M.  L.  1938.  Noteworthy  plants  of  southeastern  Virginia.  Rhodora
40:  364-424,  434-459,  467-485.

.  1950.  Gray  7  s  Manual  of  Botany,  8th  ed.  American  Book  Co.,  New
York.

Gleason,  H.  A.  1952.  The  New  Britton  and  Brown  Illustrated  Flora  of  the
Northeastern  United  States  and  Adjacent  Canada.  3  vols.  Hafner  Pub-
lishing  Co.,  New  York.

Killick,  D.  J.  B.,  R.  M.  Polhill,  and  B.  Verdcourt.  1998.  New  combina-
tions  in  African  Myricaceae.  Kew  Bull.  53:  993-995.

Verdcourt,  B.  and  R.  M.  Polhill.  1997.  Proposals  to  conserve  the  names
Myrica  and  Gale  (Myricaceae)  with  conserved  types.  Taxon  46:  347-
348.

Wilbur,  R.  L.  1994.  The  Myricaceae  of  the  United  States  and  Canada:  Gen-
era,  subgenera,  and  series.  Sida  16:  93-107.



Wilbur, Robert L. 2001. "Five new combinations in the genus Morella
(Myricaceae) for Neotropical species." Rhodora 103, 120–122. 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/102741
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/123475

Holding Institution 
Missouri Botanical Garden, Peter H. Raven Library

Sponsored by 
Missouri Botanical Garden

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 25 July 2023 at 13:32 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/102741
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/123475
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

