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In  November,  1956  a  -roup  of  archaeologists  from  the  University  of  Southern  Cali-
fornia  and  Archaeological  Research  Associates  organization,  at  the  request  of  the  State
of  California  Division  of  Beaches  and  Parks,  set  to  work  exploring  the  Hugo  Reid
Adobe.  The  immediate  purpose  of  their  investigation,  whah  was  to  eontmuc-  until  late
May,  1958,  was  to  search  for  architectural  remains  from  which  information  could  be
obtained  for  an  authentic  restoration  of  the  historic  house  This  objective  was  attained
when  adobe-brick  footings  and  earthen  floors  of  the  original  three  room  residence,  built
by  Hugo  Reid  in  IS  K)  to  serve  as  headquarters  for  his  three  square  le.i-uc  Santa  Anita
land  grant,  and  remnants  of  walls  of  a  later  adobe  winy  were  unearthed  (Wallace.
Desautels  and  Kritzman,  1958).

But  an  archaeologist's  job  is  not  completed  when  he  locates  and  exposes  a  buried
foundation  or  lays  bare  with  trowel  and  brush  the  floor  plan  of  a  demolished  building.
His  broader  aim,  and  the  ultimate  purpose  of  all  his  digging  .mA  searching,  is  historical.
He  seeks  to  extract  from  his  findings  dues  as  to  the  general'  course  of  human  events  that
took  place  at  a  particular  prehistoric  or  historic  site  'and  to  reconstruct,  as  far  as  his  dis-
coveries  permit,  the  manner  of  living  of  its  former  inhabitants.  Until  this  is  done  his
work  is  not  finished.

No  less  important  than  the  physical  remains  of  a  house  or  other  building  in  achieving
this  end  are  the  man-made  objects  brought  to  light  during  excavation.  Sikh  finds  not
only  assist  in  interpreting  structural  teatures  with  which  thev  are  associated  but  they
also  afford  insight  into  the  daily  life  and  activities  of  their  users.  Because  of  their  im-
portance,  a  diligent  watch  was  kept  for  any  artifacts  which  might  be  turned  up  while-
digging  was  in  progress  at  the  Reid  Adobe.  All  articles  unearthed,  ordinary  and  unusual,
w  hole  and  fragmentary,  were  saved.  After  being  cleaned  and  numbered  in  the  laboratory,
they  were  classified  as  to  material  and  function,  measured  and  described.

Description  of  Artifacts'
In  the  main,  the  historic  objects  recovered  were  commonplace  articles  of  every  day

use,  discarded  because  they  had  become  worn  out  or  had  been  broken.  Only  rarely  was  a
whole  and  serviceable  artifact  retrieved,  and  then  it  was  something  small  which  had  been
lost.  The  majority  of  finds  came  from  household  refuse  beneath  modern  wooden  flooring

is  rooms.  This  loose,  black  deposit,  resting  upon  an  older  hard-packed  clay
d  an  average  thickness  of  18  to  24  inches.  It  contained  quantities  of  huild-
i  and  food  remains  as  well  as  artifacts.  A  smaller  number  of  articles  were

found  in  trenches  excavated  parallel  to  the  outside  walls  of  the-  dwelling.  Digging  in
"  (west  of  the  original  Reid  residence)  produced  only  a  minor  collection
nd  Taylor,  1959).  A  fair-sized  lot  was  found  during  restoration  work.I::
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Because  the  soil,  even  beneath  the  wooden  flooring,  was  damp,  conditions  were
favorable  for  preserving  items  made  from  perishable  materials  such  as  paper,  wood.
cloth.  With  few  except.ons,  therefore,  the  objects  recovered  are  fashioned  from  metal
glass  and  ceramics,  substances  which  are  durable  enough  to  have  survived  the  pass,
of  time  and  the  forces  of  decay.

Household  furnishings.  When  archaeological  work  began,  none  of  the  house's  i
rustlings  remained  as  all  pieces  had  been  moved  out  long  before.  The  few  surviv
fragments  were:

wi&i^SrSje^  01  a  Sma1  '  CaSt  -  ir  °  n  St  °  Ve  °  r  andir  °  n  -  U  1S  5  inches  h  '*  h  and  %  -hth

4  A^n  n  1  "ement  of  a  metal  bed  frame,

discolored.  Two  rust  stains  fn»i„  ,  ible
war*  anTth  nn  '  mnant  of  a  wind  ™  d  ^  Jt  has  th  "  ck  m

W.i  r  '  hand-hemmed.
l.  Abrassanc  '  "  re  cxcavated  -  deluded  were:

f~lf  ^ite^"^-^»™™««»^  (PI-  1)  has  a  hollow  bod,
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and  the  hke.  ?  Y  "  USed  f  °  r  °P  eratin  £  bamboo  shades,  wooden  s

devices  are  represented  by  kerosene  lamp  parts,  a  broken  light  fixture  a
electric  light  bulbs.  The  following  were  found-
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former  is  an  old-fashioned,  burned-out  >w
third  glass  filam,  &,ament  of  two  other  small  electric  light  bulbs  as  well  as

'  Dectrltivrobtr^fn?^^  1  "  5  '  Und  °  ubted1  ^  ™  '-gments  of  light  bulbs.

may  once  have  adorned  a  mantel  01
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The • of  house  1 they  were  neither  elaborate

Tableware.  A  large  assortment  of  articles  used  at  the  table
crockery  was  particularly  plentiful.  It  consists  primarily  of  a  heavy,  inexpensive  class  (
white  earthenware  known  as  "ironstone."  Most  pieces  are  undecorated;  ornamentatic
where  it  occurs  (7  examples)  is  by  scalloping  of  borders,  paneling  of  sides  or  appliqu
ing  so  as  to  produce  a  raised  pattern.  Nearly  60  percent  of  the  sherds  are  "crazed"-
networks  of  tiny  lines  running  across  their  surfaces.  Weathering  could  have  played
part  in  bringing  about  this  condition  but  it  could  also  have  resulted  from  either  uneve
thermal  expansion  of  the  glaze  or  improper  firing.

No  whole  or  even  nearly  complete  ironstone  articles  were  found  but
be  fitted  together  to  form  partial  vessels  or  larger  sherds.  From  these,
ments,  it  was  possible  to  determine  shapes.  Represented  were:

1. Dinner plates, assorted sizes — 65 fragments
2.  Bowls;  small,  fairly  deep;  also  broad  but  shallow—  20  fragments
3- Cups — 34 fragments

' hgL-i

:ircular — 7 fragm

hit- — 57 fragments
Eight  ironstone  sherds  bear

(Thorn,  1947;  Kovel,  1953).



LASCA  LEAVES

.  Goodwin  Brothers,  Liverp

<

Not recognizable were three partial monograms— 2 impressed and on.- painted
Included  in  the  collection  are  46  fragments  of  white  porcelain  or  chinaware.  Ik

sherds  are  all  thin-walled,  averaging  less  than  i/„th  of  an  inch.  Shapes  included:
1.  Dmn« plates— 11  fragments

dement  t  d'°  P  '  1  '  '  ''  il  '"  1  '  1  %varc  as  thcv  bear  ^  art  ()f  the  manufacturer's  green
>  "H  &  C^'/dcpose.  This  ware  dates  from  about  1887.

s  .^  nly  n  a  s  ^all  percentage  (ca.  8  percent)  of  the  ceramic  material  bears  painted  de-
signs.  Decorated  sherds  consisted  of:

ire 14 earthenware fragments of the type manufactured «

>■ Salt glaze. '[\, ( , M|| ; M ' ,,,

Glassware  for  the  table  wa
mdreds  of  glass  fragments

mdtheoth.
ire  represented  by  thru  sp  i)()  ny"all  m<m  oHcss  intact"  three  forks

The bowl is mi

1855.The r:P Ro
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Two  hollow  bone  handles,  one  intact  and  the  other  broken,  were  found.  A  burned
section  of  a  third,  similar  specimen  contains  a  short  length  of  metal,  and  seems  to  be  the

Kitchen  OCCtSSOru  r.  Pots.  pans,  kettles  and  other  kite  hen  ware  such  as  cleavers,  carving
knives,  ladles  and  the  like  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  hither  these  articles,  when
no  longer  serviceable  were  disposed  of  in  trash  pits  some  distance  from  the  house  or  they

Approximately  one-half  of  a  stone  hone  was  found.  It  is  cpiite  small,  being  V/  4  inches
wide  and  5/16  of  an  inch  thick.  The  hone  shows  evidence  of  considerable  use  on  both

A  small,  miscellaneous  group  of  earthenware  sherds  are  from  vessels  suitable  for  t  he-
storage  of  foodstuffs.  There  were:
1.  Nine sherds  of  brown-glazed ware.  These seem to  he from I  mucK ?«SM I  like  a  hean pot.
2.  Five  dark-green,  tin-gla/cd  sherds  are  parrs  of  a  wide-mouthed  jar  of  recent  Mexican  manufac-
ture. The vessel's walls were thiii and easily fractured.
3.  Two,  off-white,  thick  sherds  apparently  are  from  a  crock  The-  two  pieces  are  curved  and  tit  to-
gether. Their surfaces are slightly pitted.

A  portion  of  a  paper  soap  wrapper,  with  red  and  black  printing,  reads  "Pride  of
German  Family."  This  product,  a  laundry  soap,  was  manufactured  by  the  bos  Angeles
Soap  Company  between  1894  and  1917.  The  trade  name  was  dropped  at  the  beginning
of  World  War  I.

Clothing.  It  is  uncertain  as  to  exactly  what  forms  of  clothing  were  worn  as  no  whole
garments  or  large  pieces  thereof  were  recovered.  The  remnants  of  wearing  apparel  which
have  survived  suggest  that  the  former  inhabitants  were  regularly  dressed  in  hard-
wearing,  rough  clothes  suitable  for  ranch-work  and  living.  Their  wardrobes  probably
also  contained  better  garments  for  special  occasions  and  Sunday-wear.

A  few  scraps  of  clothing  have  been  fortuitiously  preserved  by  rodents  carrying  them
into  their  burrows  beneath  the  rooms.  Although  the  bits  of  fabric  had  been  well-chewed
they  were  not  otherwise  badly  disintegrated.  Retrieved  were:

underwear.
2.  Four fragments of

3).  Mother-of-pearl  buttons  (Plate  3,  top  row),  34  of  which  were  found,  form  the
most  numerous  and  varied  group.  Their  diversity  is  understandable  as  some  of  these
"pearl"  buttons  were  ornamental.  Five  forms  are  recognizable.

e under % inch ; small 3/fc-3
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button  (1).  This  specimen  is  provided  with  a  metal  shank  or  loop  for  attachment.  I

M>lc  (ID).  Mother-nt-pearl  buttons  with  two  perforations  for  sewing  to  fabric  were  fa
, with ten exampl

5.  Four-hole  (21).  Most  numerous  of  the  "pearl"  buttons  are  those  with  four  perfora
21  examples  were  found.  Only  one  of  these  buttons  is  decorated.  They  are  either  small
diminutive  (7)  with  having  a  diameter  only  slightly  exceeding  %  (
Tlie  seven  dimini  e  come  from  men  o
gloves,  or  could  have  served  to  button  down  the  wings  d  men  s  collars.  The  others

White  porcelain  buttons  make  up  the  second  i
amples  retrieved  (Plate  3,  second  row).  They  an
two  forms  are  represented.
1.  Three-hole  (3).  The  three-holed  porcelain  buttons  an

2.  Four-hole  (22).  The  remaining  22  porcelain  hi  tt  n  ,  a

ring  about  %l

b, ,-, < uatc-J Tl'

Ori  inall  th  ~  '  —  r  --.~...  ...._  1  buttons  lack  am  means
red.  All  are  s  ,  "]  iameten  One°e>

ed  on  men  s  work  clothes.  Some  appear  to  have  been  sewn  to  overall
i  miscellaneous  lot  of  buttons  includes  the  following:
even,  four-holed  bone  buttons.  Two  are  ornamented  with  an  incised

■■  !  "  ■  -  .  ■  i,  ■  ','  ,'.  '.'  .
5ers  during  the  last  25  years  of  th,  io,|,

'■  'i  s  Pat.  1851.  R.  Co."
I  (Plate  3,  bottom  row).  Th

*  -  ■  "'  :i  -  -  ■  "  •■..■■  •  :  ,



the other measures slightly less than % c
A  brass  hook,  V2  inch  long,  and  an  entire  eyelet,  %  inch  long,  were  recovered.  The

metal  clasp  for  an  overall  shoulder  strap  was  also  obtained  It  measures  1  !  2  inches  across.
Five  whole  and  three  fragmentary  studs  are  in  the  collection.  The  largest,  and  oldest-

appearing,  is  of  bone  and  measures  V2  inch  across.  Its  base  is  missing,  lour,  one  with  its
head  broken  off,  are  made  of  opaque  white  glass.  They  are  all  of  a  size—  3  /  8  of  an  inch
or  sli-hth  less  in  diameter.  Four  eoncentric  rings  decorate  the  surfaces  of  two  ot  these
studs.  Two  plain  specimens  are  of  black-enameled  metal.  They  have  the  same  dimensions
as  the  glass  specimens.  The  facing  of  a  mother-of-pearl  example  was  also  found.  It  also
has  a  diameter  of  about  3  /  8  of  an  inch.

Garment  accessories  include  a  rusted  iron  buckle  from  a  man's  narrow  belt.  It  has  a
rounded  end  and  dimensions  of  1  x  VA  inches.  The  remains  of  another  belt  buckle  were
also  retrieved  but  it  is  badly  disintegrated.

Two  unusual  metal  items  are  P  art>  ot  military  clasps  ot  the  (ml  War  period  or
possibly  just  before  that  time  (Plate  1).  The  first,  of  brass,  has  an  eagle  design  on  a
lined  field  of  a  type  used  between  about  1850-1870.  It  appears  likely  that  the  object
formed  an  accoutrement  of  one  of  the  numerous  California  state  militia  groups.  A
manufacturer'  s  mark  about  its  border  reads:  "*Taussic.  Pollack  &  Co.  *  San  Francisco.
A  search  of  San  Francisco  city  directories  failed  to  turn  up  any  reference  to  such  a  firm.
Quite  similar  in  form  is  the  second  article  which  is  made  of  copper.  Against  a  lined
background  is  a  five-pointed  star  design,  the  Texas  state  emblem,  indicating  that  it  may
well  be  from  the  uniform  of  a  Texas  outfit,  hence  a  Confederate  clasp

Articles  used  in  mending  clothes  include  two  thimbles  and  a  safety  pin.  The  first
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finger.  The  second  thimble,  badly  corroded  and  in  pieces,  was  probably  about  ti
size.  The  safety  pin,  of  an  old  type,  is  1  Vi  inches  long.

The  rusted  upper  plate  of  an  old-fashioned  sadiron  was  found  (Plate  4).  Irons  of
this  sort  normally  came  in  sets  of  three—  large,  medium,  and  small.  The  recovered
example  is  medium-sized,  measuring  3  l  A  x  6  l  A  inches.  A  nearly  illegible  manufacturer's
mark  seems  to  read,  "Blesstorn  &  .  .  .".  The  iron  was  undoubtedly  employed  in  pressing
clothing  as  well  as  flat  linens.

Footgear.  Shoe  and  boot  remains,  all  of  leather,  were  fairly  plentiful.  All  pieces  un-
earthed  had  been  well  worn  before  being  discarded.  The  majority  appear  to  be  from
handmade  boots,  three  of  which  are  exceptionally  narrow  ;  others  are  parts  of  broad-
toed  workshoes.  The  thread  with  which  they  were  sewn  is  still  present  on  most  speci-
mens  ;  a  few  bear  nails  or  have  nail  holes.

Whole soles—

A  short  {\  l  A  inch)  length  of  cotton  shoe  lace  was  found.  It  is  so  faded  that  its  o
alor  cannot  be  determined.  A  length  of  a  thin  leather  thong  may  also  be  part  of

Personal  effects.  Items  under  this  heading  are  toilet  articles,  jewelry,  writing  equip-
lent,  coins  and  a  pocket  knife.

A  few  toilet  articles  were  unearthed.  These  consisted  of:

■ is decorated with

1  '  '  '  1  i  -  ■  -  pi  '  1  i  ,  i  mis  lh(  sihering  has  a
disappeared.  They  are  identical  in  size  with  a  diameter  of  2-7/16  inches,  and  are  1/
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Its  original  length  was  about  three  inches.  The  remaining  pieces  is  ft  ot  an  inch  wide.
The  faint  outline  of  a  shield  design  is  visible  on  one  side.

Only  three  coins  were  recovered.  All  were  United  States  Lincoln-head  pumas  1  nur
dates  are:  1919,  1919,  and  1940.

7W.T.  Daily  work  activities  were  not  well  illustrated  by  archaeological  finds,  as  rela-
tively  few  hand  tools  and  pieces  of  farm  equipment  «,a  unearthed.  Vuum.  u,-u
of  articles  of  this  sort  in  or  around  a  ranch  house  is  not  antiopal
kept  and  utilized  elsewhere.  When  no  longer  us  ibK  mk  I  ,  "  ,  '  ]
away  in  the  vicinity  of  the  outbuildings  in  which  they  were  regularly  storec  .  or  ».  j  i  sec
of  in  trash  pits.  .  .  .  j^.  w  ,  s  |'  oun  d

A  broad-bladed  hatchet,  six  inches  long  and  h\e  ami  a  ha.  nu  i  -  ^^  j-  '  u  [s
(Plate  4).  This  is  a  general  utility  tool  ot  a  typt  ;•  d?  u  for
for  dressing  timbers.  It  is  square-ended  and  suitable  lor  driving  nais  as  \\c  as  ^
chopping  and  trimming  wood.  The  hatchet  .has  a  widu  apumu  io.  i  u  use  <  .  .
handle  than  its  modern  counterparts.  Aside  from  being  rust-uurustca,  h

^eonly  other  hand  tool  recovered  was  a  heavy  (8  lb.),  double  ^U^ZllZ
mer  of  forged  steel  (Plate  4).  This  tool.  P  ro\.  ded  with  a  >o  ,,uh  h.  >•  u  -  •  -
grained,  second-growth  hickory,  is  employed  in  spitting  rock.  I  he  mi.  m,
sertion  of  a  handle  is  surprisingly  small,  having  a  diameter  ot  oni\  i  ,
day  spallings  have  thicker  edges  than  the  one  unearthed.  f  flrm  i  nff  md

Aiii  t.  i.u_  __:„-:  i  „,^,,^,^;,  nntMMts  it  Santa  .Aivta  v.  i  i  ...  aiva\s  i.mmi_  .
ties.  A  single  lulmat.ng  t.-ol

This  is  a  "plantation"  hoe.
heavy  hoeing  and  chopping

solid  piece  of  metal.  The  handle  hole  has  a  '
Some  objects  of  horse  equipment  were  f

leather scraps.
A  twenty-inch  section  of  straight-link  iro

up  of  eleven  two-inch  links.  Its  former  use
about  a  cow's  neck.  The  chain  is  not  strong  enougn  ro  nave  ~™  ~  ,  ,

beam.  Identical  traps  manufactured  by  the  Victor  Company  canoe  p  ;
Weapons.  Considerable  evidence  was  obtained  for  the  ™°l*™™^2  against

years  of  the  adobe  house's  occupancy  ^^J^^^png  tLchos,  (Caugfaq
?o?.  yy\  t  ?  ?  f  fi'  ^fwere  empbyed  presumably  in  shooting  game  and
1952,  XX).  In  later  years  firearms  were  empioytu  u  ;  j
wildfowl  and  for  driving  off  predatory  animals  and  birds  It  seems  hkely  tney
used  for  target-shooting,  a  favored  pastime  ^j^^S^A  from  an  old-style

Especial  interest  attaches  to  the  finding  of  ^^"^tetween  1800  and  1850
nfle  (Plate  1).  It  is  of  a  class  made  by  hand  during  *e  period  b  et
for  attachment  to  a  long-barreled,  powerful  Kentucky  rifle.  The  trigger  gu

ned  up.  It
sd with a  1
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Plate  4:  Tools  and  other  objects  of  iron.  Top  row  (left  to  right)  spalling  hammer,  hatched
blade and hoe blade. Bottom row; sadiron plate, pulley, animal trap and ladle.

laving  a  length  of  7%  inches  and  a  maximum  width  of  %  of  an  inch.  It  is  in  excellent

Ml photographs, including the cover, were taken by the authors.
To be continue*

this issue of Lasca Leave
and retractable pen; Mi
from Kentucky rifle.

Correction  in  Footnote,  pg.  17  in  Lasca  Leaves  Winter  iQfii

DaS»  dlSia^  L  °  S  **>»"«*«  C„  ramit  ,ee  of  ,
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