
Research  Grants

AST  JANUARY  31,  Dr.  Paul  Cheo,
chief  of  the  Arboretum  Research  Di-

vision,  received  the  d  news  from  the
National  Science  Foundation  that  his  ap-

about  the  grant  itself  and  how  he  went
about  getting  it.

Having  read  somewhere  that  getting  a
research  grant  today  is  a  specialized  and
complicated  business,  we  wanted  to  know
first  what  steps  he  had  taken,  how  much

time  was  ore  and  how  much  mon-
ey he receiv

“We  were  fortunate,”  explained  Paul.

Dr.  Paul  Cheo,  research  chief

March,  1969

our  proposal.  That  was  thirty  pages.
Then  we  made  twenty  copies.  These  were

for  the  NSF  reviewers  Bas  have  to  make
their  recommendation  —  should  our
proposal  be  supported  or  not.  If  the

o  be  determined  if

dation  which  also  administers  the  grant.

The  money,  we  learned,  is  to  pay  for  the
services  of  one  lab  assistant  for  two  years
—  John  Gerard,  a  young  biologist  from
Los  Asics  ae  College  —  and  some
new  eq  nt,  mai  ilies  dryer,

biological  substances  and  makes  them
stable  enough  for  study.

We  asked  Paul  to  explain  the  essence  of

a  wide  host  range.  From  this  and  from

is  to  isolate  and  study  this  anti-viral  sub-
stance.  Inevitably,  both  the  substance  and
the  study  will  contribute  to  the  overall
knowledge  of  virus  and  in  this  way  per-
haps  contribute  to  the  cure  of  human  ail-
ments  caused  by  viral  infection  —  the
flu,  for  example.”



Lasca  Leaves

Dr.  H.  Hamilton  Williams,
turfgrass  specialist

A  GRANT  bearing  another  objective
was  received  by  our  turfgrass  special-

i  iliams,  last

as  eae  importance  of  urban  agricul-
re,oe

The  money  will  be  used  to  equip  our  new

pe
diagnosis  of  turfgrass  problems  associ-
ated  with  the  home  gardener.

€  equipment  will  be  selected  by  a
committee  headed  by  Dr.  George

rtment  of  Soils,  California

ogether  with  other  educators  and  indus-
try  representatives,  will  work  with  Dr.
Williams  in  writing  the  program  that
will  further  these  aims.

Serendipity  in  an
Herb  Garden

HE  ARBORETUM  is  an  institution
of  many  parts,  including  a  not  very

stringent  set  of  rules  and  regulations
tters  as  picking  flow-

grounds  (with  special  ni  only).

Because  Arboretum  roads  are  shared  by
trams,  pedestrians,  peacocks,  ducks  and

vehicles  as  well  as  suitable  parking  space
—  not  on  lawn  borders  because  this  com-
pacts  the  earth  —  is  necessarily  limited.

It  was  in  this  connection  that  we  drove
down  (in  our  one-cylinder  Cushman)  to
the  Herb  Garden  the  other  day.  We  were

of  recent  heavy  rains,  and  finally  our
casual  observation  that  the  Italian  parsley
we  remembered  adding  as  a  gustatory
fillip  to  an  earthy  dish  based  on  Long
Island  cherrystone  clams,  seemed  not  to
be  available  anywhere  along  the  Cali-
fornia coast.

Dr.  Walker’s  response  was  to  take  us  a
short  distance  to  a  bed  of  what  was  un-
mistakably  parsley.  “Do  you  mean  this?”
he  asked.  We  bent  down  and  read  the
identifying  legend:  Italian  Parsley,  Tay-
lor’s  Herb  Garden.  We  felt  an  odyssey
had  come  to  an  end  with  Petroselinum
v.  sativum.

Our  interest  whetted,  we  followed  Dr.
Walker  around  as  he  commented  on  the
garden.  The  kitchen  bed  is  in  good  con-
dition,  the  bee  section  in  poor  condition,
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