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Frank  Simerly

yi  WEATHER  is  approaching
ay  to  re-

pect  out-of-town  guests  and  will  find
sharing  a  visit  to  the  Arboretum  an  en-
riching  experience,  particularly  if  they
can  acquaint  their  friends  with  some  of
the  plants  of  current  interest.

Several  trees  bloom  at  the  Arboretum
during  this  time  and  in  particular  one
should  view  Cassia  leptophylla,  the  Gold
Medallion  Tree.  The  Arboretum  intro-
duced  this  plant  to  the  Southern  Cali-
fornia  nursery  trade  in  1964.  A  picture
of  the  flower  is  found  on  the  cover  of
the  December  1971  issue  of  LASCA

the  library  building  near  the  Gift  Shop.
e¢  Gold  Medallion  Tree  is  native  to

Brazil  and  becomes  a  small  round-headed

miss  seeing  this
tree  in  flower;  it  is  unforgettable.

process  is  ust  for  floral  color,  but
also  for  colorful  fall  foliage  and  for  mil-
dew  resistance.  After  many  years  we
have  selected  two  plants  that  show  prom-
ise  and  have  propagated  them  for  addi-

tional  tests  that  include  coastal  planting.
pe  myrtle  is

Like  the  indica,  this  species  is  also  in
bloom.  It  has  small  white  flower  spikes
and  a  most  attractive  bark,  both  deserv-
ing  your  attention.

Perhaps  the  most  useful  flowering
shrub  for  summer  color  in  Southern
California  is  the  oleander  which  1s
planted  liberally  throughout  the  Ar
boretum.  Oleander  is  native  to  the  Medi-
terranean  area  and  is  noted  for  its  pro

this  plant  in  the  long  history  of  Los  An-
geles  County.

An  interesting  and  more  unusual

will  remember  the  delicious  ingen
of  this  plant  which  we  commonly  cal
frangipani.  It  is  frost  tender,  but  we  have

found  that  it  grows  well  in  tubs,  i
allowing  us  to  move  it  into  protecte
areas  in  the  winter.  Specimens  can

Many  other  flowering  shrubs  deserve
your  attention.  Here  are  a  few  to  see
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out:  Abutilon  megapotamicum,  A.  hy-
C.  suratten-

um
a  (the  ‘Yellow

oe  Of  course,  this  is  a  partial
ist.

SOUTH  COAST

I  have  skipped  the  annual  and  peren-
nial  plants  at  the  Arboretum  so  that  you
will  be  encouraged  to  see  the  fine  plant-
ings  at  our  South  Coast  Botanic  Garden
in  Rolling  Hills.  Annual  plantings  are
a  good  way  to  get  color  into  any  garden
and  at  South  Coast  there  are  some  ex-
cellent  plantings  of  marigold,  petunia,

clude  Anigozanthos  manglesti,  Leonotis
leonurus,  and  several  species  of  verbena,
dianthus  and  begonia.  Look  for  the  day-
lilies  which  have  been  much  improved
in  recent  years;  South  Coast  has  a  good
selection  of  cultivars.  Also,  note  i
ety  of  agapanthus  that  are  available  in
various  shades  of  blue  and  white,  and  in
dwarf  and  giant  forms.  One  of  the  favor-
ite  plant  combinations  of  landscape  archi-
tects  is  hemerocallis  (daylily)  and  aga-
panthus.  These  plants  are  both  good  com-
panions  for  Moraea  bicolor  and  M.  iri-
dioides  which  can  also  be  seen  at  South
Coast.  Many  people  having  M.  iridioides
are  not  aware  that  the  flower  stems  are
perennial  and  should  not  be  removed
from  the  plant.

South  Coast  Botanic  Garden  has  con-
tributed  to  the  Department  plant  intro-
duction  program.  An  improved  mar-
guerite,  Chrysanthemum  frutescens
Palos  Verdes’  is  a  striking  plant  that

can  be  seen  in  flower  now.  This  mar-
guerite  is  an  intense  yellow  that  is  more
disease  resistant  and  winter  hardy  than
many  other  varieties.  There  are  many
other  perennials  such  as  coral  bells,  ga-

zania,  gamolepis  and  of  course  roses.
n  the  Department  of  Arboreta  and  Bo-

tanic  Gardens,  however,  roses  are  asso-
ciated  with  the  Descanso  facility.

DESCANSO  GARDENS

At  Descanso  Gardens  there  are  two  dis-
tinct  kinds  of  roses  covering  nearly  six
acres.  The  old  fashion  rose  planting  in-

designated  and  these  constitute  the  other
major  kinds  of  roses  grown  at  Descanso
which  are  also  arranged  chronologically.
The  new  A.A.R.S.  award  winners  are
announced  each  June  and  two  of  the  hy-
brid  tea  roses,  ‘Electron’  and  ‘Gypsy,’
honored  by  the  award  this  year,  can  be
seen  at  Descanso.

produced  on  stems  of
It  is  a  bushy  grower,  well  covered  with
dark  green  foliage.

‘Gypsy’  is  a  fiery  orange  red  hybrid  tea
that  is  truly  outstanding  flower
which  has  dark  red  buds  that  unfurl  to
high-centered  exhibition  type  blooms.  It
is  one  of  the  more  colorful  roses  in  the
gardens,  and  it  has  been  highly  admired
by  all  who  have  seen  it.  ‘Gypsy’  is  the

in  1965.  The  plant  is  husky  and  has
rich  green  foliage.

Make  a  point  to  take  visitors  to  each  of
the  Department’s  facilities  this  summer.
Knowing  what  plants  to  look  for  should
make  the  trip  more  worthwhile  and  en-
joyable.

Frank  Simerly  is  superintendent  of  the
Los  Angeles  State  &  County  Arboretum.
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