An ambitious landscaping project is under way,
involving the entire staff and a number of
volunteers. Flafs of ground cover cutfings now
fill our large greenhouse, holf the shade house,
and a roomy temporary plastic covered structure
built just for them. And we've only just begun!
Special thanks to two of mur volunteers, Nancy
and Valerie, for their help on this and other
projects.

Our garden is attracting interesting birds this
fall . Several are new observations: bobolink,
summer tanager, sage thrasher, sage sparrow,
marsh wren, clay-colored sparrow. Always
welcomed back in the fall to spend the winter
with us are the white-crowned sparrows who
started returning in mid-September .

PUBLIC SERVICES DIVISION

The Volunteer School Field Leader training
program, currently in progress, will conclude
its formal sessions October 30, but will con-
tinue informally through November. Approxi-
mately 26 experienced field leaders are attend-
ing the sessions along with 20 promising new
people, all of whom we hope will finish the
training and be ready to start leading field
trips in January. With this complement to the
present group we will be able to increase our
service to school districts both by accommoda-
ting more children and by employing more
effective educational techniques.

We wish to welcome Albert Johnson, our new
student professional worker. A recent Stanford
grad, Albert will be working in the new in-
formation Center which we will be moving into
around the end of the month.

EDUCATION DIVISION

Those of you who knew Phyllis Hunt who
worked in the Education Division office until
about a year ago, will be saddened to learn
of her death September 25th. Phyllis died of
cancer after being ill for nearly a year. As
a tribute o her and to help accelerate control
of this disease, a fund has been raised for the

City of Hope where a plaque will be placed in her
memory. Phyllis created a mark on the lives of al
who worked with her and who knew her. Her standards
were high but realistic, her spirit unquenchable and
her humor ever present. She was an unforgettable
person with good will to all and she took much love
and respect with her.

The fall semester is off and running with more than
550 adults and 200 children registered. Many had to
be disappointed as all workshop courses had to be
limited, Bonsai and Gardening being the most in
demand. The first evening course at South Coast
Botanic Garden registered 34 for Bonsai, a good in-
dication that the area would support an expanded
program as soon as it becomes possible .

At LASCA the Nature Museum is no more! Though
still a part of the Youth Education complex, the
building has been aliocated to the Las Voluntarias
as a workshop for Bonanza production.

Joan DeFato you must meet if you haven't already .
Joan arrived October 1 as Plant Science Librarian.
She comes here from the Boyce Thompson Institute
Library where she has held a position for several
years. Joan vacationed in August rafting down the
Colorado = last raft through the low water and high
rocks—so look for fast adaptations and high spirits
in the Library.

Ruth Taylor has been working full time this month
and much thanks to her for having kept the Library
functioning normally this past month .
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