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The word relict ean be corrcotly applicd to thesc plant odditicse Dan ‘Hcbster
defincs a rclict as Ma spccics or other group within a cormunity rcprescntative
of an carlicr stage of development or of a diffcrent sct of cnvironmental con-
ditions."

Wolwitschia's "Table~like® contral portion is the woody trunk, thc lcaves
projceting from this center in the manncr of eortain lilics. The plant stops
growing up as soon as its first lcaves arc produccd; it then grown sidcways,
incrcasing until the circumfercnce may measurc as mueh as fourtcen fecte The
shcathed lcaves grow large too, somctimes rcaching six fect in length and ncarly
half as broad, cnding in numcrous ribbons,

This odd trcc, if it has kin folk, is classificd with the nakcd sccd plants
(Gymnosperns), Its flowcr parts arisc from the edges of the contral woody pors
tion and rcsermble small forked branchcse The male plants bear staminatc catkins;
tho females bear larger greenish-crimson, conc-like - gsccd bearing structurcse

olwitschia plants survive under the most adverse of conditions, Thc descrt
rcgions of Portugucsc Southrcst Afriea in which they arc found may go ten ycars
without watcre The plant must storc its watcer supply in much thc samc manncr as
our California desert plants do, that is, in its tissues.

To be botanically corrcet we rust eall Tolwitschia Baincsii a trec though in
appcarancc it bcars littlc regerblance o any trece Fow speeimens of dclwitschia
oxist sway from their native habitats Canada was rcported to have a living
spceinmen a fow ycars ago; Don doolcey reports that UeCalede horticulturists grcw a
finc spceimen only to have it dcstroyed by a earcless youngstcr shortly after
it was plantedy a trec was growlng at Kcw, Royal Botanic Gardens from 1880~1917.

1OTFs Thanks to Al Bardelli for his eontribution of a vory intcrecsting issuc

of latural History. Flizabcth Rigby, "The Tree that isn't a trce,® Natural
History, Junc 1956, pps 322-323.
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WRCH 21, 1957

1A man does not plant o tree for himself, he plants
it for posterity?

March the Tth (seventh), Arbor Day, dawned bright and sparkling as if

Wr, Vieatherman had anticipated the ceremonies to be held at the Arboretums
" Director Hoar ond his Drum and Bugle Corp from First Avenue School

nosted the colors and led the pledge of Allegience with military precision.
Eagle Scout Robert Dennis, his chest ablaze with merit badges, proceeded
in his capacity of Master of Cercmonies, introducing in turn Dagle Scout
Mike Thorpe, Troop 106, who spoke or 'A Scouts View of Conservation'j Mr,
Tidward Stickney, Chicf Deputy for Supervisor J. Lnmson Ford, whose topic was
12rbor Day in The County'; I!rs, 7illiam B. Shearer, Las Jardineras Garden
Club who, at the last minute, was unable to come, was represented by rse
Bertholet, president of the District 12 of California Garden Clubs, Inc.,
who presented a magnolia to the Arhoretum; Dr, I'rits W, Vient, president
of the California Arboretum Foundation, who accepted the Gerden Club's gift;
Dr, William Stewart, who nrescnted a plant to the Boy Scouts of America,

San Gabriecl Valley Council, who accopted the Arboretum's gifte

Scout Dennis, clesed the mecting by leading those asscmbled in the sing=

ing of America the Beautiful.

'That Drecamless Sleep!

On the Tirst day of March we were shocked to learn of the death of one

of our newer cmployecs, Zlmer Sexton - Ilmer passed away at the County Hospital
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