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TOUR  -  April  6,  1964

The  Members  Tour  for  April  is  scheduled  for  Monday,  April  6o  Participants  will
meet  in  the  Lecture  Hall  at  9:30  Ao  Mo  for  coffee  and  introduction  to  our  tour
conductor,  Mr<,  George  Lewis  o  The  tour  will  leave  promptly  at  10  A«  M.  for  the
propagation  section  where  Mr.  Lewis  will  let  us  into  the  inner  workings  of  his
department  of  the  Arboretum  «  Those  who  know  Mro  Lewis  need  not  be  told  this  will
be  one  of  our  most  outstanding  tours,  and  those  who  do  not,  are  assured  of  a  most
interesting  morning  at  the  Arboretumo  Please  make  your  reservations  immediately
for  the  tour  a

ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR'S  PLANT  COLLECTING  TRIP

Mro  Glenn  Hiatt,  Assistant  Director  of  the  Arboretum,  leaves  April  I9  for  Central
and  South  America  to  collect  seeds  and  plants  of  ornamental  trees  and  shrubs,  and
to  enlarge  and  augment  the  orchid,  bromeliad  and  other  tropical  collections  of  the
Arboretum*  Mto  Hiatt  will  be  accompanied  by  Dr«  Jack  Fowlie  of  La  Canada^  In
Columbia  J  they  will  be  collecting  on  the  western  slope  of  Cordillera  Oriental  above
the  Magdalena  River  «  The  first  stop  will  be  Managua,  Nicaragua  to  collect  endemic
plants  in  that  country  »  From  there  ^  they  will  proceed  to  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica  to
collect  and  arrange  for  shipment  to  the  Arboretum  of  seeds  of  ornamental  trees  and
shrubs  that  will  probably  be  lost  because  of  the  volcanic  eruption  of  Irazu.  Mr.
Clarence  Horich  of  Costa  Rica,  who  assisted  Mr«  Hiatt  in  I960  on  a  collecting  trip^
and  who  has  been  most  helpful  in  aiding  us  in  enlarging  the  orchid  collection,  wrote
in  January,  1964  describing  the  disaster  then  (and  even  yet)  occurring.  Excerpts
from  that  letter  are  most  enlightening,  and  emphasize  the  necessity  of  our  bring-
ing  out  at  the  earliest  time  all  specimens  for  conservation^  Mr,  Horich  writes:

"Last  March,  this  volcano  (irazu)  started^  with  enormous
eruptions  of  volcanic  sands  and  ashes  up  to  15,000  feet
(high);  then  wind  currents  drifted  the  stuff  over  western
Costa  Ricao  Ten  months  have  passed  -  several  millions  of
tons  of  ashes  have  been  spawn  out  -  eruptions  hover  like
mushrooms  of  gigantic  atom  bomb  explosions  in  the  sky
every  seven  seconds  ^  fanning  60  miles  wide  and  250  miles
over  the  Meseta  Central.  Ashes  fall  like  snowo  Surely,
my  orchids  cannot  take  much  more  of  this,  nor  can  the
jungle  plants  o  All  in  all,  it  is  really  bad  hereo  Com-
ing  to  the  pointy  I  must  collect  botanicals  and  other
exotics  while  they  are  alive  in  the  forests."

Certainly  Mr^  Horich'  s  letter  eloquently  underscores  the  urgency  of  plant  collect-
ing  in  this  region.  Many  garden  club  groups  are  acting  as  collecting  agencies  for
those  interested  in  contributing  funds  to  underwrite  the  expense  of  collection  of
native  plants  in  the  striken  areao

California  Arboretum  Foundation^  InCop  too^  would  be  pleased  to  act  in  this  same
capacity  and  anyone  wishing  to  help  in  this  cause  is  urged  to  forward  their

contribution  in  any  amount  to  the  Foundation  office^  301  North  Baldwin  Avenue,
Arcadia,  California  o  All  donations  are  tax-deductible.  Plaste  is  urged,  for
the  19th  of  April  will  soon  be  here^
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LECTURE  -  April  17,  1964

The  Knudsen-Machris  lecture  relating  their  experiences  on  their  last  collecting-
expedition  to  Africa  promises  to  be  an  outstanding  eYento  A  special  brochu.r8
is  being  mailed  which  describes  in  more  detail  the  subject,  and  also  includes
a  special  order  form  for  those  who  have  not  already  purchased  tickets  »  May
we  suggest  that  you  interest  your  friends  in  attending  this  lecture  which  we
can  assure  you  will  be  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  been  privileged  to
s pons or o
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