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The  Mountain  Serin  Serinus  estherae  occurs  as  a  series  of  widely  disjunct  high-altitude
isolates  from  the  Greater  Sundas  to  Sulawesi  and  the  Philippines.  Chasen  (1940)  gave  the
name  Serinus  estherae  orientalis  to  the  east  Javan  form,  type  locality  Goenoeng  Ajekajek,
Tengger  Mountains  (08°02'S,  112°55'E),  of  a  montane  serin  first  discovered  in  western  Java,
which  species  had  then  very  recently  been  discovered  in  northern  Sumatra  (Chasen  1939,
Meyer  de  Schauensee  1939).  Mees  (1996)  confirmed  the  distinctiveness  of  the  east  Javan  bird
from  that  in  west  Java.  The  relationship  of  Philippine  Serinus  estherae  mindanensis  Ripley  &
Rabor,  1961,  to  the  east  Javan  form  now  merits  reinvestigation.

Unfortunately,  Chasen's  name  is  a  primary  homonym,  being  preoccupied  by  Serinus
orientalis  Brehm,  1831,  from  Austria,  a  point  overlooked  for  68  years.  Although  Brehm's
name is currently treated as a synonym of European Serin Serinus serinus (after Hartert 1903:
83),  it  is  still  an  available  name  and  invalidates  Chasen's  name  under  Arts.  52.2  and  57.2  of
the  International  code  of  zoological  nomenclature  (ICZN  1999),  as  modified  by  Art.  23.9.  We
have  examined  Art.  23.9,  which,  according  to  Art.  57.2.1,  may  be  used  to  validate  in-use  jun-
ior  homonyms  over  disused  senior  homonyms,  and  have  concluded  that  the  conditions  set
by  Art.  23.9.1.2  ('reversal  of  precedence')  cannot  be  met,  there  being  too  few  usages  of  S.  e.
orientalis  Chasen  in  the  period  1958-2007.  Thus,  we  propose  to  replace  it  by:

Serinus  estherae  chaseni,  nom.  nov.

The  new  name  honours  Frederick  Nutter  Chasen  (1897-1942),  Director  of  the  Raffles
Museum,  Singapore,  from  1932  until  his  death,  and  proposer  of  the  name  we  replace.  The
name  we  propose  is  the  masculine  genitive  form  of  his  name  (ICZN  1999,  Art.  3.1.1.2).
Because  S.  e.  chaseni  Kinzelbach,  Dickinson  &  Somadikarta  is  a  replacement  name  for  S.  e.
orientalis  Chasen,  its  type material  is  the same as that for S.  e.  orientalis  Chasen.

Acknowledgements
We are grateful to Mathew Louis for drawing this instance of homonymy to our attention, and to Mary
LeCroy for responding to our queries about the existence of type material for Brehm's name, for kindly
checking his original description and for locating at least one syntype in the American Museum of Natural
History (New York). Richard Schodde kindly advised us on the need to provide a new name, despite the fact
that Brehm's name has not been used as valid since perhaps before 1899, and he and David Wells provided
helpful comments on our original submission.

References:
Chasen, F. N. 1939. Preliminary diagnoses of new birds from North Sumatra. I. Treubia 17: 137-138.
Chasen, F. N. 1940. Notes on some Javan birds. Treubia 17: 263-266.
Hartert, E. 1903. Die Vdgel der palaarktischen Fauna, Bd. 1(1). R. Friedlander & Sohn, Berlin.
International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN). 1999. International code of zoological nomencla-

ture. Fourth edn. International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, c/o The Natural History Museum,
London.

Mees, G. F. 1996. Geographical variation in birds of Java. Publ. Nuttall Orn. CI. 26. Nuttall Orn. CL, Cambridge,
MA.

Meyer de Schauensee, R. 1939. Preliminary report on the birds of the George Vanderbilt Sumatran
Expedition 1939. Notulae Naturae 18: 1-2.



Ragnar Kinzelbach et al. 64 Bull. B.O.C. 2009 129(1)

Addresses:  Dr  Ragnar  Kinzelbach,  Allgemeine  &  Spezielle  Zoologie,  Zoologische  Sammlung  Rostock,
Universitatsplatz 2, 18055 Rostock, Germany, e-mail: ragnar.kLnzelbach@biologie.uni-rostock.de.
Edward  C.  Dickinson,  Flat  3,  Bolsover  Court,  19  Bolsover  Road,  Eastbourne  BN20  7JG,  UK.  Dr  S.
Somadikarta, Dept. of Biology, Faculty of Science & Mathematics, University of Indonesia, Depok
Campus, Depok 16424, Indonesia.

© British Ornithologists' Club 2009



Kinzelbach, Ragnar, Dickinson, Edward C., and Somadikarta, S. 2009. "A
substitute name for Serinus estherae orientalis Chasen." Bulletin of the British
Ornithologists' Club 129, 63–64. 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/182875
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/149263

Holding Institution 
Natural History Museum Library, London

Sponsored by 
Natural History Museum Library, London

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: British Ornithologists' Club
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 26 May 2023 at 08:45 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/182875
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/149263
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

