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first   croak   of   egrets   at   5.57   a.m.   The   egrets
continued   their   occasional   vocalisation.   At
6.17   a.m.   the   little   egrets   and   later   the   cattle
egrets   started   to   fly   either   singly   or   in   groups
of  2,   3,   4,   7  etc.   A  minute  later,   a  mixed  flock
of  egrets  and  pond  herons  took  off.  Little  later,
a   third   group   took   to   wings   and   by   6.33   a.m.
the   entire   mixed   colony   had   left   for   their
favourite   feeding   grounds.

The   egrets   had   collected   in   two   groups   at
the   southern   end   of   the   tank   margin.   The   lar-

ger group  consisted  of  little  egrets,  cattle  egrets
and   a   sprinkling   of   grey   herons.   The   smaller
group   consisting   of   30   egrets   had   assembled
near  the  reeds.  Since  7.12  a.m.,  they  have  been
vocalising.   At   9.36   a.m.,   the   bigger   group  slow-

ly thinned  out  spreading  evenly  towards  North
and   West.   At   11.10   a.m.,   a   small   party   of
cattle   egrets   coming   from   the   fields,   alighted
on   the   tamarind   trees   abutting   the   tank   bund.
A   little   later   another   party   arrived   and   landed
on   the   same   trees.   With   the   increasing   heat,
the  birds  moved  to  the  tank  margin  and  rested
while  some  flew  off  and  landed  on  the  tamarind
trees.

At   12   noon,   the   mercury   touched   89°F   and
by   12.30   p.m.   it   shot   upto   90°F.   Egrets   stand-

ing in  water  were  still  feeding  while  those  on
the  grassy  tank  continued  to  rest.   At  1.00  p.m.,
the   thermometer   recorded   90.5  °F   and   the
feeding   by   egrets   continued.   The   temperature
rose   to   92.5°F   at   1.30   p.m.   but   came   down
to   90°F   at   2   p.m.   The   eclipse   began   exactly
at  2.30  p.m.  when  the  mercury  touched  92.5 °F.
The   sky   was   clear   and   there   was   no
perceptible   change   in   bird   activity.   At   3   p.m.,
the   thermometer   recorded   91.5°F.   The   eastern
sky  which  was  a  hue  of  light  grey  and  crimson
red   became  dull   at   3.20   p.m.   and   the   thermo-

meter recorded  89.5°F.  No  change  was  notic-
ed on  bird  activity  at  3.30  p.m.  When  the  mer-

cury touched  88.5°F.  There  was  dawn  twilight
effect   at   3.40   p.m.   When   the   temperature   ab-

ruptly came  down  to  86.5°F.  At  3.45  p.m.
the   sky   became   duller   and   near   darkness   ab-

ruptly enveloped  the  whole  scene  at  exactly
3.46   p.m.   when   the   mercury   touched   84°F.
The   egrets   abruptly   took   to   wing   and   flew   in
the  direction  of   the   roosting  place.   Two  parties
flew  directly   to   the  tamarind  trees  on  the  tank
bund.   It   was   unmistakable   that   the   birds   flew
restlessly   but   vocalisation   was   distinctly   ab-

sent. The  sun  came  out  in  all  brightness  at
3.48   p.m.   and   we   could   clearly   see   the   egrets
alighting   at   the   roosting   place.

Our   team   member   stationed   near   the   roost
reported   that   at   3.47   p.m.   flocks   of   egrets
arrived   and   circled   over   the   area   twice   or
thrice.   While   they   were   preparing   to   land,   the
sun   came   out   in   blinding   brilliance   causing
confusion.   One  party  of   egrets  landed  on  babul
trees,  another  on  tamarind  trees  while  the  third
alighted   on   the   nearby   paddy   fields.   While
circling,   the  birds  looked  restless   but   there  was
no   vocalisation   indicating   fright.   Two   groups
which   circled   over   the   roost   returned   to   the
shallow  tank   as   sudden  light   bathed   the   whole
landscape.

About   100   yards   from   our   observation   post,
we   noticed   three   pairs   of   little   egrets   fighting
and  making   loud   noise   which   attracted   a   small
party   of   egrets.   The   birds   were   jumping   and
pecking   at   each   other   and   the   fighting   lasted
a   few   minutes.   A   little   later,   they   returned   to
the   same   place   and   restarted   the   fight.   At
4.28   p.m.   we   saw   a   group   of   egrets   take
off   from   the   roost   and   after   circling   head
towards   the   paddy   fields.   A   few   birds   remain-

ed at  the  roosting  place.
We   hastily   reached   the   place   of   roosting   at

5.50  p.m.  A  flock  of  egrets  arrived  at  6.10  p.m.
At   6.30   p.m.   a   huge   flock   of   little   egrets   and
cattle   egrets   came   from   the   tank   feeding
ground,   circled   and   landed   on   the   babul   trees.
Soon   after,   they   started   vocalisation   in   low
tone.   Another   flock   arrived   three   minutes   later
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followed   by   a   second.   The   vocalisation   increas-
ed  in   intensity.   The   last   group   landed   at

6.38  p.m.  and  by  7  p.m.  the  birds  ceased  voca-
lisation and  settled  down  for  the  night.

Returning   to   the   roost   on   17th   morning,
we   continued   our   observations.   At   5.49   a.m.
we   recorded   the   first   call   of   egrets.   The   low
tone   croaks   mixed   with   occasional   quacking   of
pond   herons   could   be   heard   till   6.10   a.m.   At
6.17   a.m.   one   egret   took   off   and   flew   south-

wards towards  the  tank  followed  by  another.
Three   minutes   later,   the   third,   fourth   and   fifth
took  off.  From  6.16  a.m.  small  groups  of  egrets
started  off,  one  after  another  and  by  6.35  a.m.,
all   the  birds  had  gone  leaving  the  roost  totally
empty.

H.   No.   10-3-283/5,
humayun   nagar,
Hyderabad-500   028,
August   20,   1980.

The   following   are   the   interesting   sidelights
of   our   observations   of   bird   behaviour.
1)   Little   egrets   are   the   most   voiciferous   and

while   in   company,   indulge   in   occasional
pecking  and  fighting.  Cattle  egrets  are  less
noisy   and   quarrelsome.

2)   Most   of   the   time,   little   egrets   and   cattle
egrets   hunt   in   company.

3)   Little   egrets   and  cattle   egrets   roost   in   mix-
ed colonies  in  the  same  trees.

4)   Egrets   are   the   earliest   risers   followed   by
grey  herons.

5)   Exactly   at   6.17   a.m.,   the   egrets   started
flying   singly   or   in   small   parties   of   2,   3,
4,  7,  etc.

S.   ASHOK   KUMAR

ON   THE   OCCURRENCE   OF   LONG-DISTANCE   MOVEMENT
IN   THE   YELLOW-WATTLED   LAPWING,   VANELLUS

(=LOBIPLUVIA)   MA  LABARICUS   (BODDAERT)

Of   the   Asian   species   of   the   genus   Vanellus
(Brisson),   most   are   known   to   be   migratory
to  a  certain  extent.  The  degree  to  which  move-

ment occurs  can  be  very  variable  between  and
within   species;   northern   populations   may   mig-

rate long  distances  south  from  their  breeding
grounds,   whereas   southern   con-specific   popu-

lations may  be  entirely  sedentary  (this  occurs,
for   example,   in   the   Common   lapwing,   Vanel-

lus vanellus).  Other  species  may  be  described
as   "resident",   showing   only   local   (usually
seasonal)   movement   within   a   defined   breeding
area;  this  is  the  case  with  the  Red-wattled  lap-

wing, V.  indicus,  and  Spurwinged  plover,  V.
spinosus,   (although   the   latter   has   occurred   in
Western   Europe   in   recent   years;   Blotzheim
et   al.   1975).   V.   malabaricus   has   been   thought

to  be  one  of  the  most  sedentary  species,  show-
ing short-distance  seasonal  migratory  or  nom-

adic movement,  but  tending  to  remain  within
the   limits   of   its   breeding   area.

The   breeding   range   of   this   species   extends
throughout   the   south   of   the   Indian   subcontin-

ent and  Sri  Lanka,  north  to  West  Bengal  and
Bangladesh.   Occasional   stragglers   have   been
reported   from   the   Nepal   Valley   although
breeding   is   not   thought   to   occur   there   (Ali   &
Ripley  1969).   It   has  not   been  thought  to  occur
east   of   the   Ganges   River,   although   Oates
(1883)   notes   one   specimen   collected   from
Burma   "in   recent   years";   it   does   not   appear
to   have   been   reported   from   that   country   sub-

sequently and  is  unlisted  by  Smythies  (1953).
While   information   is   by   no   means   complete,
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limited  by   a   shortage  of   observers,   this   species
does   not   appear   to   have   been   recorded   pre-

viously in  South-east  Asia  (Wells;  pers.  comm.)
and   is   unlisted   by   King   et   al   (1975).

The   occurrence   of   an   individual   of   this
species   on   the   campus   of   Universiti   Pertanian
Malaysia,   some   ten   miles   outside   Kuala   Lum-

pur, was  thus  unexpected.  This  individual  asso-
ciated with  local  wintering  flocks  of  Lesser

golden   plovers,   Pluvialis   dominica,   moving
with  groups  of  this  species  between  grass  play-

ing-fields and  a  drained  marshland  area,  both
open   dry   areas   as   typically   preferred   by   this
species.   It   was   first   observed  on   8th   December
1979   by   the   authors,   and   subsequently   seen
by   other   local   ornithologists.   It   was   not   seen
after   April   1980   which   suggests   that   it   left
with   the   northward   migration   of   Lesser   golden
plovers.

The   bird   was   immediately   distinguishable
from   the   Greyheaded   lapwing,   V.   cinereus,
which  has  occurred  previously,  by  the  large  con-

spicuous yellow  wattles  around  the  base  of  the
bill,   a   dark  crown  with  narrow  white   eye-  stripe
extending   to   the   nape   and   a   wing   pattern
showing  white  only  on  the  base  of  the  second -

Faculty   of   Veterinary   Medicine   &
Animal   Sciences,
Universiti   Pertanian   Malaysia,
Serdang,   Selangor,   Malaysia.

Royal   Society   of   the   Protection   of   Birds,
Sandy,   Bedfordshire,   England,
July   8,   1980.
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aries.   The   possibility   of   the   bird   being   an
escape   was   investigated   and   subsequently   dis-

carded. This  thus  appears  to  be  an  example
of   long-range   movement   previously   unrecorded
for  this  species.

It   seems   likely   that   the   bird   associated   with
flocks   of   Lesser   golden   plovers   moving   south
from   their   North   Siberian   breeding   grounds
and   followed   them   down   into   peninsular   Ma-

laysia. This  implies  either  that  Lesser  golden
plovers   may   migrate   south   into   India   and   sub-

sequently move  laterally,  broadly  following
the   coastline;   or   that   the   lapwing   wandered
some   distance   east   from   its   normal   range   be-

fore linking  up  with  the  migrating  flocks.  The
bird   could   thus   have   moved   outward   follow-

ing the  Indian  monsoon,  joining  the  movement
of   Lesser   golden   plovers   in   mid-September   and
arriving   in   Malaysia   towards   the   end   of   the
month.   That   it   remained   undetected   for   so
long   reflects   the   shortage   of   local   observers,
and   implies   that   this   could   well   be   a   rare,
rather   than   a   unique   occurrence.   It   is   possible
that   occasionally   V.   malabaricus   wanders   wide-

ly as  has  been  recorded  for  V.  cinereus  (Smith
1976,   White   1975)   and   is   not   exclusively   sed-

entary as  has  been  previously  thought.

A.   D.   JOHNS

R.   I.   THORPE
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