
558  JOURNAL  ,  BOMBAY  NATURAL  HIST  .  SOCIETY  ,  Vol  .  70  (3)

sparrows  (Passer  domesticus  and  P.  montanus)  co-exist  at  Lammasinghi
and  it  is  desirable  to  study  their  ecology.

Alamanda  (R.S.),
Visakhapatnam  Dist.,  K.  S.  R.  KRISHNA  RAJU
Andhra  Pradesh.

Fernhill  Cottage,
Camberley,  TREVOR  D.  PRICE
England,
April  27,  1973.

7.  FOOD  AND  FEEDING  HABITS  OF  THE  TOAD*
BUFO  MELANOSTICTUS  SCHNEIDER  (AMPHIBIA  :

BUFONIDAE)

In  India  practically  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  study  the  feeding
habits  of  the  common  toads,  excepting  for  a  stray  record  of  Rai  et  al.
(1969)  of  the  adults  of  the  white  grub,  Holotrichia  consanguinea  Blanch,
being  fed  upon  by  the  common  Indian  toad,  Bufo  melanostictus  .  Prasad
(1961),  while  reviewing  the  natural  enemies  of  the  sugarcane  white
grubs,  indicated  the  beneficial  effect  of  introduction  of  the  Surinam
toad,  Bufo  marinus  ,  into  Puerto  Rico  and  Hawaii  in  the  control  of  scara-
baeids.

The  present  study  involed  examination  of  the  stomach  contents
of  362  individuals  of  the  common  Indian  toad,  Bufo  melanostictus
Schneider  carried  over  a  period  of  14  months  during  1968-1970.  The
toads  were  collected  during  the  evenings  almost  every  fortnight  during
the  period  in  various  agricultural  fields  and  near  lamp  posts  around
Dharwar,  Mysore  State.  The  toads  thus  collected  the  previous  evening
were  sexed  and  dissected,  the  stomachs  were  cut  out  and  preserved
separately  in  10  per  cent  formaldehyde  for  future  examination  of  the
contents.  The  stomachs  thus  preserved  were  slit  open,  the  contents
were  taken  out  and  identified  taking  care  to  see  that  the  number  of  indi-
vidual  insects  and  other  animals  was  correctly  recorded.  The  data  are
summarised  groupwise  in  Table  1  .

Results  and  Discussion

Toads  in  general  are  well  known  to  feed  on  different  groups  of
animals  of  which  insects  constitute  the  major  bulk.  In  the  present
study  also  insects  were  recovered  from  stomachs  and  constituted  99
per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  various  animals  consumed.  Two  other



Table 1 Analysis of the stomach contents of Bufe melanostictus
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Table 1 — ( Continued )
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Order Orthoptera Family Acrididae
„ Gryllidae

,, Gryllotalpidae
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Table 1— {Continued)

Animal group

7. Order Dermaptera
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