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4.     BHARATPUR    WILD'   CATTLE

{With  a   plate)

In   September   1957   I   had   the   good   fortune   to   be   at   Bharatpur
for   a   few   days,   where   Salim   Ali   and   I   were   visiting   the   Keoladeo
Ghana.   In   conversation   one   evening   the   Maharaja   mentioned   the
existence   of   some   'wild'   cattle   in   the   neighbourhood,   and   when   I
showed  great  interest   in  these  he  very  kindly  offered  to  help  me  locate
them.   Two   days   later   a   jeep   was   taking   Salim   Ali   and   me   with
a   guide   in   search   of   these   'wild'   or   'semi-wild'   cattle.

We   travelled   some   twelve   miles   along   a   pucca   road   and   eventually
reached   a   village   called   Hirak.   A   few   miles   further   by   rough
village   track,   and   thence   another   mile   or   two   on   foot   through   fairly
thick   scrub   jungle   flooded   by   the   recent   rain,   and   we   crept   silently
up   to   a   herd   of   these   'wild'   oxen.   As   soon   as   they   saw   us   they
stared   intently   at   us   and   then   rushed   away   as   a   herd   in   semi-circular
course,   just   as   I   have   seen   the   Chillingham   wild   cattle   do   in   Britain.
We   followed   them   up   and   again   came   across   the   herd,   some   of
which   can   be   seen   in   the   accompanying   photograph.   Again   they
galloped   away,   and   once   again   we   caught   a   fleeting   glimpse   of   them
before   we   returned   to   the   jeep   and   Bharatpur.

I   was   informed   that   these   cattle   are   presumed   to   be   ones
which   have   long   ago   left   the   villages,   and   they   now   never   return
to   human   habitation.   Totally   feral,   they   cannot   be   approached   closely,
and   lead   an   entirely   wild   life   in   the   forest   and   open   scrub   country.
How   long   this   particular   herd   had   been   running   wild   I   could   not
ascertain,   but   the   animals   certainly   appeared   to   be   living   entirely
aloof   from   human   habitation   and   apart   from   domestic   herds.   They
seemed   to   have   developed   the   social   and   behavioural   characteristics
usually   found   in   herds   of   gaur   and   other   truly   wild   oxen.   They
have   to   fend   for   themselves   against   diseases   and   predators  —  ^wolves
and  hyenas.

I   was   particularly   struck   by   their   resemblance   in   behaviour,   if
not   in   appearance,   to   the   Chillingham   wild   cattle   which   I   had
observed   and   photographed   in   Britain   in   1950.   I   have   been   informed,
however,   that   these   'wild'   cattle   of   India   are   never   aggressive   to
humans   as   are   sometimes   the   Chillingham   ones.   It   occurred   to   me
that   here   was   an   excellent   opportunity   for   local   field   naturalists   and
zoologists   to   study   the   habits   and   behaviour   of   these   animals,   to
discover  to  what  extent  they  resemble  the  gaur  of   Asia,   the  Chillingham
^vild   cattle   of   Britain,   or   any   other   such   bovines.

Almost   certainly   each   herd   of   these   'wild'   cattle   would   have   a
master   bull,   which   would   occasionally   be   challenged   by   a   rival,   and
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