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Since   the   publication   of   the   last   edition   of   the   'Fauna'   series,   there
has   been   a   great   spate   of   systematic   ornithological   research,   partially
inspired   by   the   recent   advances   in   genetics   and   in   ethology.   New
theories   of   the   technics   of   evolution   have   come   to   light,   and   in   addition
at.   present   there   is   an   outstandingly   active   generation   of   professional
ornithologists.   These   workers   today   are   publishing   papers   on   families
and   lesser   groups   of   birds   often   rather   removed   from   the   Indian   sub-
region,   but   which   bear   by   implication   on   Indian   systematic   problems.
A   study   of   African   bulbuls,   for   example,   may   reveal   relationships   in
that   group   which   require   the   suppression   of   a   generic   name.   The
combined   genus   may   have   two   identical   specific   or   subspecific   names
requiring   under   the   International   Rules,   the   suppression   of   the   latter
of   the   two,   with   the   consequent   introduction   of   some   little-known   pre-

viously suppressed  old  name,  or  the  erection  of  a  new  name.  These
tedious,   extraneous   and   troublesome   details   (from   a   field   naturalist's
point   of   view)   have   to   be   ironed   out   and   brought   up   to   date   if   nomen-

clature as  such  is  to  continue  to  exist.
So   much   for   changes   in   names.   The   question   of   the   order   in   which

birds   should   be   listed   is   perhaps   even   more   arbitrary.   The   class   Aves
is   a   great   mushroomed,   sprawling   aggregation   of   families,   some   obvi-

ously related,  others  of  questionable  relationship,  which  is  certainly  not
subject   to   linear   arrangement.   No   proper   family   tree   can   be   diagnosed.
The   mere   listing   of   birds   means   running   out   each   branch   to   the
terminal   twigs,   and   then   retracing   one's   steps   back   to   the   main   trunk   to-
seek   the   next   nearest   branch   in   the   order,   and   so   on   and   on.   Personal
opinion   obviously   enters   as   regards   which   branch   to   follow   first,
second  and  so  on.

The   order   itself   has   changed   a   great   deal.   That   followed   by   the
immortal   'Catalogue   of   the   Birds   in   the   British   Museum"   may   still   be
preferred   by   some.   Others   may   choose   that   of   Hartert   in   his   'Die
Vogel   der   palaarktischen   Fauna'.   Currently   among   students   of   world
birds   it   seems   that   most   do   or   will   follow   the   order   and   arrangement
of   families   proposed   by   Wetmore   and   followed   largely   by   Mr.   J.   L.
Peters   in   his   'Check-List   of   Birds   of   the   World'   (Harvard   University
Press,   seven   volumes   now   published).   This   arrangement   commences
with   the   most   primitive   families   and   leads   up   to   the   most   advanced,
though   as   to   the   exact   sequence   to   follow   there   will   probably   continue
to   be   arguments   for   many   generations   to   come.   This   is   the   order
being   followed   by   authors   working   on   checklists   of   neighbouring   areas
such   as   Burma   (Smythies),   the   Indo-Chinese   subregion   (Deignan),   Indo-
China   (Delacour),   Malaya   (Gibson-Hill)   and   Ceylon   (Phillips).   It   seems
far   wiser,   therefore,   to   make   a   definite   and   thoroughgoing   break   with
the   traditional   arrangement   of   Indian   bird   families   and   swing   into
line   with   the   main   stream   of   world   opinion   on   such   matters.   Only
harm   will   be   done   by   continuing   to   remain   in   the   old   mould,   (and   this.
I   say   consciously,   as   a   distant   kinsman   on   my   mother's   side   of   A.   O.
Hume).   It   is   for   the   above   reasons   that   I   have   been   bending
every   effort   to   bring   the   Indian   Handlist   up   to   date,   and   to   speed   its
appearance.

'Kilravock'
Litchfield,   Connecticut,   U.S.A.   S.   DILLON   RIPLEY^
July   28,   195  1.
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24.     THE   ORTHOGRAPHY   OF   ENGLISH   NAMES   OF   BIRDS

In   any   Handlist,   Checklist   or   any   other   list   of   birds,   the   incon-
sistencies shown  in  the  orthography  of  the  popular  names  is  always

a   matter   for   wonder.   Thus,   in   one   Checklist   which   I   saw   recently,
the   following-   appeared   on   opposite   pages,   'Water-Hen'   and
'Watercock'.   Similarly,   person   may   write   'Sea   Eagle'   in   one
place   and   'Eagle-Owl'   or   even   'Eagle-owl'   in   another.

In   an   attempt   to   bring   some   order   out   of   chaos,   the   following
'Rules'   are   submitted   for   the   consideration   of   the   Editors   and   other
readers   of   this   journal.   In   framing   them   Simplicity,   Clarity   and
Consistency   have   been   regarded   as   of   fundamental   importance.

A  :   Nouns

Where   the   name  of   a   bird   consists   of   two  Nouns,   the   w<5rds   should
be   joined   by   a   hyphen,   thus:   —

Serpent-eagle,   Magpie-robin,   Hawk-cuckoo,   Eagle-owl,   Hen-harrier,
Snow-pigeon,   Scops-owl,   Fish-owl   and   so   on.

For   the   sake   of   simplicity   it   is   suggested   that   the   second   noun   be
written   entirely   in   lower   case.

The   exceptions   to   this   Rule   would   be:   —
(i)   Where   constant   usage   has   made   a   different   form   familiar,

e.g.   Peafowl,   Nuthatch,   Nutcracker,   Stonechat,   Flycatcher,   Wood-
pecker, Sandpiper.

The   Rule   of   simplicity   would   appear   to   demand   the   elimination   of
the  hyphen  wherever  possible  and,   to  my  mind,   this,   in  most  cases,   could
be   applied.   Clarity,   however,   forbids   the   writing   together   of   two   words,
one   of   which   ends   and   the   other   begins   with   a   vowel,   for   example,
'Eagleowl'.   A   name   which   is   a   borderline   case   is   'Laughingthrush'  :
'laughing'   being   a   present   participle   can   be   used   as   either   a   verbal
adjective   or   a   noun.   If   it   is   regarded   as   a   noun   the   word   should   be
written   'Laughing-thrush'   ;   if   an   adjective,   'Laughingthrush'   or
'Laughing-   Thrush'.      [See   Rule   B   (1)].     I   favour   'Laughing-thrush'.

(ii)   Wnere   a   proper   name   is   used,   as   in   the   examples   that   follow,
the   hyphen   should   be   omitted   and   the   words   written   separately   each
beginning   with   a   capital   letter,   thus  :

Nicobar   Pigeon,   Sarus   Crane,   Shahin   Falcon.

B   :   Adjectives

(1)   A   single   qualifying   adjective   should   be   written,   as   in   common
practice,   apart   from   the   noun,   e.g.   Rosy   Pastor,   Green   Loriquet.

Exceptions   would   be   those   which   usage   has   joined   and   no   man   can
now   put   asunder,   e.g.   Bluechat,   Greenshank,   Redshank,   Whitethroat,
Bluebird.

{2)   Where   there   are   two   qualifying   adjectives,   I   am   of   the   opinion
that   they   should   be   written   together,   thus  :

Whitebellied   Sea-eagle,   Bluetailed   Bee-eater,   Whitebreasted   Water-
hen,   Whitecollared   Kingfisher.

(3)   Where   the   description   requires   the   use   of   more   than   two   words,
clarity   requires   the   use   of   hyphens,   thus:

Black-and-Yellow   Grosbeak,   Black-and-Orange   Flycatcher.
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