MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 561

REFERENCES

Branrorp, W.T. (1888-91): The Fauna of British India,
Mammalia. Taylor and Francis, London.

Prakash, I. (1955): Checklist of mammals of the Rajasthan
desert. J. Bengal nat. Hist. Soc. 28: 1-117.

Prakash, I. (1962): Taxonomical and ecological account
of mammals of Rajasthan desert. Ann. Arid Zone.
1:142-163,2:150-161.

PrakasH, I. (1971): Breeding season and litter size
of Indian desert rodents. Z. angew. Zool. 58:442-
452.

Prakash, I., R.K. Gueta, A.P. JaiN, B. D. Rana &
B.K. Datta (1971): Ecological evaluation of rodent
populations in the desert biome of Rajasthan.

Mammalia, 35(3):384-423.

Prakash, I, A. Saravanan & P. SingH (1995): Ecology
and taxonomy of field mice in the Aravalli ranges.
J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 92(3): 372-377.

Roeerts, T.J.(1977): The mammals of Pakistan. Ernest
Benn Ltd., London, pp 361

RyLey, K.V. (1913): Bombay Natural History Society’s
Mammal Survey of India, Burma and Ceylon.
Report No. 12, Palanpur and Mount Abu.
J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 22:684-699.

Tager, R.D., AN. SHERI & M.S. AuMAD (1967): Mammals
of the Lyallpur region, West Pakistan
J. Mammalogy.48(3):392-407.

8. THE MALABAR SPINY DORMOUSE (PLATACANTHOMYS LASIURUS) IN
THE KALAKAD MUNDANTHURAI TIGER RESERVE, TAMIL NADU

The spiny dormouse is a small, beautiful
rodent, smaller than the house rat but with a very
characteristic bushy tail tip. Also called the
pepper rat, it is endemic to the Western Ghats;
found mostly in the southern Western Ghats but
can occur as far north as Shimoga (Rajagopalan,
1968). It is the only representative of the genus
in India (Jerdon, 1874). This rodent has not been
recorded from the Kakachi areas of KMTR but
occurs at a lower elevation at Bonakadu in the
same reserve (Webb-Peploe, 1947) and is
probably common in higher forest even elsewhere
in the reserve.

Being a nocturnal arboreal animal, it was
very rarely seen by us during the day, due to its
versatile ability to climb any twiners and
branches with minimum disturbance and
maximum speed. Evidence of this animal was
first noticed during my studies on seed predation
in Kakachi when many fruits and seeds were seen
removed overnight. Prolonged nocturnal

observations on seed and fruit piles gave the first
sighting of the dormouse.

The animal appears to be abundant in the
area, judging by the fruit removal from many
trees within a few acres. There is no other
nocturnal rodent with this uncanny ability to pick
seeds even from fruits twice its own size. It also
has the habit of hoarding seeds, and rarely
forages on the ground. Our preliminary studies
indicate that such foraging behaviour of the
dormouse could have significant effect on tree
recruitment through seed predation.
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