OCCASIONAL NOTES

—_———
I.—CLIMBING HABITS or AN AUSTRALIAN SNAKE.

Mzr. Percy G. Peard, of the Public School, Dalwood, New South
Wales, recentlv for wa.rded some snakes for 1{lent1hca,t1011 from the
vicinity of Lismore, Richmond River.

Respecting Hoplocephalus stephensii, Krefit, Mr. Peard writes :—
“ [ neglected to mention, in describing the ¢ Banded specimen,’
that it was caught climbing an ironbark tree.”

This is an extremely interesting observation, and confirms any
suspicion one may have had as to tht use of the notched keels of
the ventral plates.

When describing the species, Krefft drew attention to the
similarity in structure to members of the genus Dendrophis. M.
Peard’s happy remark shows that the structural peculiarity has
been independently developed for tree-climbing purposes in two
widely different genera of reptiles.

In future, therefore, Hoplocephalus stephensii, H. bitorquatus,
and, perhaps in a lesser degree, /7. bungaroudes, should be regarded
as partially arboreal in habit.

Epcar R. WaITk.

1I.— PSEUDAPHRITIS URVILLII, CuvieEr & VALEN-

CIENNES, A Fisu NEw 1o WESTERN NEW Soutrn WALES.

As this fish is known from South Australia, it might naturally
be assumed to occur in the western waters of our State.

Dr. C. C. Cocks, of Wentworth, Darling River, has for warded
a specimen to the Trustees for tdentlﬁcatlon remarking that it
was caught by one of the oldest fishermen of the district, who had
never seen its like before. To Dr. Cocks, himself an ancler of
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