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subfamily Caesalpinioideae. The latter was based on our effort to reconcile the simple pistil, presence of
a hypanthium, reduced number of stamens placed unilaterally, and drupaceous fruit with some common
tropical family.

Dominican amber has been dated as late early Miocene to early middle Miocene (15-20 Ma; Iturralde-
Vincent & MacPhee 1996; Graham 2003). It is interesting that within the correct family Chrysobalanaceae,
Licania dominicensis shows a mixture of putatively apomorphic traits, such as the stamens short, reduced
in number, and inserted on one side of the flower, with plesiomorphic ones like the petals present and the
hypanthium (receptacle of Prance 1972, 1989) regular and campanulate, with the ovary positioned basaUy.
This combination occurs in numerous modern species in the sections of Licania mentioned above, helping
to differentiate the genus from relatives such as Chrysobalanus, Couepia, and Hirtella (Prance 1972). W

This verified record of Licania from the Neogene of Hispaniola may be significant to studies of the
spread, by dispersal or vicariance, of tropical forests northward into the Caribbean region, Central America,
and North America (Graham 2003; Wendt 1993).
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