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Abstract. — Twenty-four new cerambycid host associations are reported from southeastern
Texas. Specimens were reared from Cercis canadensis, Sesbania drummondii, Sophora secun-
diflora, Zanthoxylum clava-herculis, and Zanthoxylum fagara. Plectromerus dentipes is re-
corded for the first time from Texas.

The Cerambycidae of Texas have been intensively studied during the past decade
(see Hovore and Giesbert, 1976; Hovore et al., 1978; Turnbow and Wappes, 1978,
1981; Hovore and Penrose, 1982; and Rice et al., 1985). Data from these observations
have focused primarily on larval and adult host associations and geographical dis-
tributions.

This study reports 24 new larval cerambycid host associations from southeastern
Texas and one new state record. Three species of Leguminosae; Cercis canadensis
L., Sesbania drummondii (Rydb.) Cory, and Sophora secundiflora (Ort.) Lag. ex DC.
and two species of Rutaceae; Zanthoxylum clava-herculis L. and Zanthoxylum fagara
(L.) Sarg. were specifically selected for this study. No cerambycids have been reported
from S. drummondii or S. secundiflora. Zanthoxylum was selected because of the
numerous beetle species that are known to use it as a host, including the recently
described Nathriobrium methioides Hovore.

Many cerambycid species are opportunistic, with ovipositing females attracted to
injured, dying, or dead woody perennials. After the eggs are laid in a plant, the
xylophagous larvae usually are restricted to the internal cortex and/or subcortical
layers of the host. This aspect of cerambycid biology permits the infested hosts to
be collected and stored in individual rearing containers, so the adult beetles can be
collected as they emerge. Specific larval host associations for the emerging species
then can be determined. Listed below are host plants, the associated cerambycids,
the date(s) of emergence, and the location where the host was collected. Insect spec-
imens are in the collection of the author.

Cercis canadensis

Plectromerus dentipes Olivier from Wharton Co., Wharton, 7/22-VI-84. Six spec-
imens emerged from this host and represent a new state record. The species has
previously been reported from Florida to Louisiana (Linsley, 1963).

Obrium maculatum (Olivier) from Wharton Co., Wharton, 7-VI-84.

Ecyrus arcuatus Gahan from Wharton Co., Wharton, 17-1V-84.
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Sesbania drummondii

Obrium maculatum (Olivier) from Aransas Co., Aransas Nat’l. Wildlife Refuge,
7-1V-84 through 17-V-84 and Matagorda Co., 2 mi SE Blessing, 12-IV-84 through
3-V-84.

Eburia mutica LeConte from Matagorda Co., 2 mi SE Blessing, 7-VIII-84.

Anelaphus inermis (Newman) from Matagorda Co., 5 mi N Markham, V-83 and
Wharton Co., 1 mi NW Wharton, 3-V-84.

Elaphidion mucronatum (Say) from Matagorda Co., 2 mi SE Blessing, 19-1V-84
through 31-V-84.

Dendrobias mandibularis Serville from Matagorda Co., 2 mi SE Blessing, 4-XI-83.

Aegomorphus modestus (Gyllenhal) from Matagorda Co., Clemville, 15/17-V-84.

Ecyrus arcuatus Gahan from Matagorda Co., 2 mi SE Blessing, 19-IV-84 through
29-VI-84.

Sternidius mimeticus (Casey) from Matagorda Co., 2 mi SE Blessing, 4-XI-83.

Sternidius texanus (Casey) from Aransas Co., Aransas Nat’l. Wildlife Refuge, 7-IV-84
through 17-V-84 and Matagorda Co., 2 mi SE Blessing, 12-1V-84 through 3-V-84.

Styloleptus b. biustus (LeConte) from Matagorda Co., 2 mi SE Blessing, 4-XI1-83
and 19-1V-84.

Leptostylus transversus dietrichi Dillon from Matagorda Co., 2 mi SE Blessing,
7-VIII-84 through 15-XI1-84.

Sophora secundiflora

All specimens reared from this host were collected from Calhoun Co., 1.8 mi E
Point Comfort along a roadside.

Eburia mutica LeConte, 7-V-84 through 29-VI-84,

Anelaphus m. moestus LeConte, 29-VI-84.

Neoclytus a. acuminatus (Fabricius), 7-1V-84.

Ataxia crypta (Say), 17-V-84.

Sternidius texanus (Casey), 29-1V-84.

Zanthoxylum clava-herculis

Eburia mutica LeConte from Wharton Co., 1.7 mi N Wharton along Peach Creek,
3-1X-84.

Rnopalophora rugicollis (LeConte) from Wharton Co., 1.7 mi N Wharton along
Peach Creek, 20/29-1V-84.

Sternidius texanus (Casey) from Jackson Co., 7 mi S Ganado, 12/30-V-84.

Zanthoxylum fagara

FEupogonius pauper LeConte from San Patricio Co., Lake Corpus Christi State
Park, 22-VI-84 through 3-1X-84.

Leptostylus transversus dietrichi Dillon from San Patricio Co., Lake Corpus Christi
State Park, 14-VIII-84 through 2-XI-84.
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