
Bulletin  of  Zoological  Nomenclature  50(2)  June  1993  121

Case  2830

Coi-isa  nigrolineata  Fieber,  1848  (currently  Sigara
(Pseudovermicorixa)  nigrolineata;  Insecta,  Heteroptera):  proposed
conservation  of  the  specific  name
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Abstract.  The  purpose  of  this  appHcation  is  to  conserve  the  specific  name  of  the
water-boatman  species  Corisa  nigrolineata  Fieber,  1848  by  the  suppression  of  the
unused  senior  subjective  synonyms  Notonecta  minutior  Sulzer,  1776  and  A^.  minuta
Gmehn,  1790.

1.  Notonecta  minutior  Sulzer,  1776  (p.  91,  pi.  10,  fig.  1)  was  described  from
material  collected  in  Switzerland;  the  original  material  is  lost  (Horn  &  Kahle,  1936,
p.  273).  Sulzer's  comparison  to  A'^.  minutissima  Linnaeus,  1758  (p.  439)  was
misleading  as  he  said  that  A^.  minutior  was  smaller,  but  the  drawing  in  plate  10  shows
its  length  to  be  about  6  mm  which  is  more  than  twice  as  much  as  in  Linnaeus's
species.  In  the  description  of  A'^^  minutior  the  color  of  the  pronotum  and  the  hemelytra
(green,  with  several  brown  transverse  lines  and  strands)  showed  that  the  species
belongs  to  the  corixidae.  The  only  species  of  matching  size  with  transverse  stripes
on  the  hemelytra  and  occurring  commonly  in  Switzerland  is  Corisa  nigrolineata
Fieber,  1848  (p.  527),  currently  known  as  Sigara  (Pseudovermicorixa)  nigrolineata
nigrolineata  (Fieber).

2.  Subsequent  references  to  A',  minutior  are:  (1)  Goeze  (1778,  p.  169)  and  (2)
Roemer  (1789,  pp.  14  &  78)  who  both  listed  the  species  but  did  not  add  any  useful
characteristics  for  identification.  (3)  Gmelin  (1790,  p.  21  19)  who  made  an  unjustified
emendation  by  calling  the  species  Notonecta  minuter,  he  repeated  the  short  description
and  stated  that  it  did  not  necessarily  belong  to  the  genus  Notonecta  (note  concerning
species  number  6-12  under  A^.  marginata);  Gallen  (1787,  p.  61)  had  already  used  the
name  Notonecta  minuta  but  without  author  or  description,  thereby  making  A^.  minuta
Gallen,  1787  a  nomen  nudum.  (4)  Schrank  (1801,  p.  60)  placed  the  species  in  the
genus  Sigara,  and  stated  that  it  occurred  with  S.  striata  and  was  less  than  half  its  size.
(5)  Turton  (1802,  p.  605),  in  a  translation  of  Gmelin  (1790),  gave  the  characteristics
of  Notonecta  minuta  in  English  and  gave  its  distribution  as  Europe,  but  did  not
translate  the  note  about  possible  incorrect  generic  placement.  (6)  Gistel  (1856,  p.  256)
listed  Sigara  minutior  Sulzer  from  European  standing  waters.  (7)  Reuter  (1888,
p.  283)  indicated  that  the  taxon  might  be  a  species  of  Corisa.
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3.  Notonecta  minutior  Sulzer,  1776  and  Notonecia  minuia  Gmelin,  1790  have
priority  over  Corisa  nigroUneata  Fieber,  1848.  However,  to  resurrect  these  long-
unused  senior  synonyms  would  cause  considerable  confusion  because  Sigara  nigio-
lineaia  (Fieber)  is  well  known  in  the  recent  literature  (for  example,  Bosmans,  1982,
p.  49;  Bernhard,  1985,  p.  12;  Savage,  1989,  11  entries;  a  further  14  references  by
19  authors  over  the  last  39  years  are  held  by  the  Commission  Secretariat).

4.  The  International  Commission  on  Zoological  Nomenclature  is  accordingly
asked:

(1)  to  use  its  plenary  powers  to  suppress  the  following  specific  names  for  the
purposes  of  the  Principle  of  Priority  but  not  for  those  of  the  Principle  of
Homonymy:
(a)  minutior  Sulzer,  1776,  as  published  in  the  binomen  Notonecta  minutior;
(b)  minuia  GmeUn,  1790,  as  published  in  the  binomen  Notonecta  minuta\

(2)  to  place  on  the  Official  List  of  Specific  Names  in  Zoology  the  name  nigroUneata
Fieber,  1848,  as  published  in  the  binomen  Corisa  nigroUneata;

(3)  to  place  the  following  names  on  the  Official  Index  of  Rejected  and  Invalid
Specific  Names  in  Zoology:
(a)  minutior  Sulzer,  1776,  as  published  in  the  binomen  Notonecta  minutior  and

as  suppressed  in  (l)(a)  above;
(b)  minuta  Gmelin,  1790,  as  published  in  the  binomen  Notonecta  minuta  and  as

suppressed  in  (l)(b)  above.

Note:  Notonecta  minuta  Hungerford,  1926  (p.  14)  is  a  junior  primary  homonym  of
Notonecta  minuta  Gmelin,  1790  (p.  2119).  This  case  will  be  treated  elsewhere  by  J.  T.
Polhemus.
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