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This  is  a  typical  member  of  the  Cortinicara  gibbosa  (Herbst)  group,
species  of  which  are  best  separated  by  their  characteristic  male  aedeagi  (see
Johnson,1975,  1977a,1977b).

Acknowledgements
I  am  indebted  to  C.  Reid  and  the  late  J.  Klapperich  for  material  collected  in
Colombia  and  China  respectively,  which  is  now  in  the  Manchester
Museum.  Other  material  was  kindly  loaned  by  R.D.  Pope,  British  Museum
(Nat.Hist.);  R.  Baranowski  and  R.  Danielsson,  Zoological  Museum,
University  of  Lund;  C.  Besuchet  and  I.  Lobl,  Muséum  d’Histoire
Naturelle,  Geneva.

References
Johnson,  C.  1972a.  Some  members  of  the  genera  Corticarina  Reitter  and  Melanoph-

thalma  Motschulsky  (Col.,  Lathridiidae)  from  India  and  Nepal.  Entomologist
105: 97-110.

—.  1972b.  Studies  on  the  genera  Corticarina  Reitter  and  Melanophthalma  Mot-
schulsky  (Col.,  Lathridiidae).  Nouv.  Rev.  Ent.  2:  185-199.

—.  1975.  Cortinicara,  a  new  genus  of  Corticariinae  (Coleoptera:  Lathridiidae).
Entomologica  scand.  6:  283-285.

—.  1977a.  Ergebnisse  der  Bhutan-Expedition  1972  des  Naturhistorischen  Museums
in  Basel,  Coleoptera:  Fam.  Lathridiidae  Subfam.  Corticariinae.  Entomologica
basil.  2:  329-335.

—.  1977b.  Beitrage  zur  kenntnis  der  Fauna  Afghanistans,  Merophysiidae  and  Lath-
ridiidae,  Coleoptera.  Casopis  Moray.  Muz.  62:  123-132.

—.  1979.  New  species  of  Corticarina  Reitter  (Col.,  Lathridiidae).  Entomologist’s
mon.  Mag.  (1978)  114:  55-62.

—.  1981.  New  species  of  Corticarina  Reitter  (Col.,  Lathridiidae),  Part  2.  Entomo-
gist’s  mon.  Mag.  117:  117-123.

Brachypterolus  linariae  (Stephens)  (Col.:  Nitidulidae)  in  Surrey
In  the  past,  this  species  was  confused  with  B.  pulicarius  (L.),  long
recognised  as  a  British  insect.  In  a  paper  establishing  the  identity  of
B.linariae  (Stephens)  and  recording  its  presence  also  in  Britain,  my  friend’
Mr  C.  Johnson  (1967  Entomologist  100:  142)  listed  a  few  locatities  for  the
species  but  these  did  not  include  Surrey.  I  should  like,  accordingly,  to
record  that  I  collected  eight  specimens  of  Brachypterolus  from  flowers  of
Linaria  vulgaris  Mill.  from  a  site  near  Cheam,  Surrey  on  15.vili.89.  As  it
turned  out,  all  were  males;  four  proved  to  be  B.  linariae  and  4  were  B.
pulicarius.

The  presence  of  equal  numbers  of  /inariae  and  pulicarius  in  this,  albeit
small,  sample,  is  in  marked  contrast  to  what  I  have  found  in  other  districts.
There,  pulicarius  has  always  greatly  outnumbered  /inariae.  It  could  be
interesting  to  see,  over  the  next  few  years,  whether  the  Cheam  site
maintains  this  equality  in  the  two  species.  —  J.A.  OWEN,  8  Kingsdown
Road,  Epsom,  Surrey  KT17  3PU.
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