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Abstract.  Hechtia  edulis  I.  Ramirez.  Espejo  &
Lopez-Ferr.  (Bromeliaceae)  is  described  and  illus-

floral  bracts  scarious.  and  pistillate  flowers  with

Parque  Nacional  Barranca  del  Cobre.  Chihuahua,

Mexico  (ca.  94%;  Espejo-Sema  et  al.,  2004).  All  the

ecious  species  from  Baja  California.  Plants  of  Hech  tia

calcareous,  volcanic,  or  chalky  soils.

stenopetala  Klotzsch  and  //.  schottii  Baker,  show

that  are  odorless.  In  only  a  few  instances  are  the

and  pistillate  inflorescences  (i.e.,  //.  rosea  E.  Morren

Hechtia  has  traditionally  been  considered  within

of  the  genus  (Duvall  et  al.,  1993;  Homes  et  al.,  2000;
Reinert  et  al.,  2003;  Givnish  et  al.,  2004),  the

within  the  family  are  uncertain  (Givnish  et  al.,  2007).

str.,  as  the  sister  group  of  Tillandsioideae  (Homes  et
al.,  2000;  Crayn  et  al..  2004).  More  recently,  the

analyses  to  date,  and  there  is  far  from  a  satisfactory

ongoing,  and  as  a  result  extensive  fieldwork  has
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al„  2007),  //.  pmiosa  Espejo  &  Lopez-Ferr.  and  //.
zamudioi  Espejo,  Lopez-Ferr.  &  I.  Ramirez  (Espejo-
Serna  et  al„  2008),  //.  lepidophylla  I.  Ramirez

s  ca.  1.2  X  2  cm,  c

0.5-0. 7
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(diam.),  almost  sessile,  peduncle  conic,  thick,  ca.  1-

shape,  but  variable  among  flowers  in  the  same

the  central  nerve;  sepals  free,  widely  triangular,

fleshy,  green  basally,  apically  light  brown  and  dry  in

ovate.  4-4.5  X  2.8-3  mm.  apex  acute,  concave,
green,  fleshy,  3-  to  5-nerved,  sometimes  1  or  2  lateral

(diam.),  green,  the  placentation  central,  ovules
orthotropous.  white.  0.5-0. 7  mm;  stigmatic  lobes

Barranca  de  Batopilas  and  Barranca  de  Candamena,

Chihuahua  State  in  the  Sierra  Madre  Occidental.

67  municipalities  in  the  state  of  Chihuahua  (Espejo-

Individuals  of  this  species  grow  as  lithophytes  on

oak-pine  forest,  formin  g  small  colonies  of  one  to  four

IIJCN  Red  List  category.  Hechtia  edulis  is  only

Data  Deficient  (DD),
according  to  IUCN  Red  List  criteria  (IUCN,  2008).

8855)  during  a  stay  at  the  Missouri  Botanical  Garden

staminate  plants.  A  year  later,  a  collecting  trip  was

Barranca  de  Batopilas  during  September  2005.  We

few  rosettes  and  were  eventually  able  to  flower

that  the  leaves  of  Hechtia  edulis  are  eaten  by  the
Tarahumara  people  (fide  Bye  8855).

and  flowers  may  greatly  differ.  As  for  many  taxa  in
the  genus,  the  affinities  of  the  new  species  are

of  the  rosettes  place  it  in  a  group  of  species

lapostollei  L.  B.  Sm.  and  //.  lyman-smithii  Burt-Utley

population  (Burt-Utley  &  Utley,  1987).
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