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Pre  Jiminary  study  of  the  Mikan  ia  of  CoJombia  has  reveaJed  the
fo  J  J  owing  new  spec  i  tt

MIKANJA  C0F>D1GERA  V  HcJmes,  sp  nov  (fig  1)

SDffrotii  voJubilis.  folus  otitis,  id  I  5  i  7  5  ci.  ipic;  cstjs  tel  icBiJiitis,  kisi
cortfilis,  itrginibD!  integro-refolilis,  cipidiescenliis  tiTrsiforais  id  corTitcsis,  cipitilis
CI  II  n  J0B915,  coroIJis  5  5-i  u  Janus,  deolibos  liatii  Iriinjolis,  ci  I  a  loigis,
icbieiis  CI  4  u  Icojis,  pippi  selis  ci  S  u  1od(is,  40-45,  ■irgjiitiDS  scibndis

Semiwoody  liana,  stems  suJcate.  setose  to  semi  -hi  spid  ,  ca  5  mm
in  diameter,  fistuJose,  internodes  ca  IS  cm  or  acre  long  leaves
opposite,  broadly  ovate,  6  5  x  7  5  cm,  paloately  3-5  nervate  (roa
the  very  base  apices  acute  to  acuminate,  margins  entire-revoJute,
bases  widely  cordate,  upper  surfaces  glabrous  to  remotely  hispid,
glandular,  veinlets  scantily  visible,  lower  surfaces  purple,
glabrous,  nerves  and  veins  exserted  from  the  surface,  conspicuously
reticulate,  petioles  ca  3  ca  long,  setose,  channeled  above
Capi  tulescence  thyrsoid,  ca  20  cm  high  and  10-12  cm  In  diameter,
the  heads  uJtimatly  disposed  in  thyrsiform  corymbs  ca  3-5  cm  in
diameter,  bracts  petiolate,  ovate,  ca  2  5x2  cm,  greatly  reduced
upwards,  bases  truncate  to  a  slightly  cuneate  insertion,  otherwise
similar  to  leaves,  branchlets  sulcate,  setose,  ultimate  branchlets
1  S-3  am  long,  sulcate  to  irreguJerly  angular  Heads  ca  11  am  long,
subinvolucr  a  1  bracts  often  borne  slightly  below  the  phyliaries,
ovale,  ca  6  mm  long  obscurely  1-3  nervate,  sparingly  glandular,
apices  acute,  hispid,  bases  attenuate  Phyliaries  ovate-oblong  to
obova  t  e-obl  ong  ,  lightly  glandular,  ca  7  mir.  long,  apices  rounded,
hispid,  margins  scarous,  bases  slightly  swollen  Corollas  white,
5  5-6  am  long  tube  2-2  2  mm  long,  pilcse,  throat  turbinate  to
funnelfora,  2  S-2  6  am  long  teeth  triangular,  ca  1  mm  long,
obscurely  hispid  and  glandular  Achenes  ca  4  am  long,  pale
brownish-green  to  brownish,  remotely  pilose  Pappus  bristles  40-45,
ca  5  am  long,  white,  margins  scabrid,  bases  slightly  connate

Holotype  COLOMBIA  Huila,  above  Finca  la  Estrella  on  ridge  S  of
Ouebrada  Cucaracha,  one  of  the  headwaters  of  Quebradas  Damas,  12  km
ESE  of  GiTzon  (Lat  2-8  N,  Long  75-33  V),  2200-2700  a,  31  Jan  1943,
r  osber  g  J99y  <U£)

^L?i!i*-  ?£r^i_S.f  ri  ^s  characterized  by  its  capitulescence  that  is
transitional  between  a  thyrse  and  corymb  The  plant  is  recognized  by
its  widely  ovate  leaves  with  cordate  bases,  heads  of  about  11  am
long,  and  corolla  throat  that  is  about  2x  longer  than  wide

A  similar  plant  is  Mjjanja  liMJeyani  DC  of  northern  South
America  and  Panama  It  differs  in  having  corolla  teeth  that  are
greater  in  length  than  the  throat,  which  is  campanulate
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MJKANIA  PAUCirOLIA  W  Holmes,  £p  nov  (fig  2)

Nerta  ercclis,  foJiis  obliictolitis.  3-5  i  4-0  I  ci,  ipice  icniiitis,  kisi  ciiiilis,
■irgiRibss  ierrtlo-denlicalilii  igpri  ledii  Cipitolescenliii  combosis.  cipililis  7-1  n
loigis  Corellis  ci  4  S  u  lontjs,  dtitJkis  Jiibi  Jiicf-ovitis,  ci  1.7  n  Joagis  Acbienis
Ci  2  2  M  longis  Pippis  ielis  ci  55,  4.5  ■  loDgis,  icibridis.

Erect  herb  40-50  cd  bigh  Sten  terete  below  to  obscurely  angled
above,  glabrous,  internodes  4-6  en  long  Leaves  sessile,
oblanceola  t  e  ,  3-5  x  4-0  8  ca,  apices  acuainate,  bases  cuneately
narrowed,  nargins  serrate-dentate  above  the  middle  with  three  to
four  pairs  of  teeth  ca  5  bb  long,  these  ca.  7  mo  apart,  lower
■argins  entire,  surfaces  glabrous,  three  nearly  parallel  aajor
nerves  originating  at  the  base  with  the  nidvein  slightly  aore
proBinent,  these  accompanied  by  an  obscure  outer  pair  of  nerves  also
originating  at  the  base  and  a  few  inconspicuous  branch  veins,  all
parallel  to  Bajor  nerves  Capi  t  ulescence  a  compound  corymb,  ca  2  dm
wide,  each  corymb  ca  6  cm  in  diameter  and  i  cb  high,  long
pedunculate,  bracts  linear,  ca  1  cb  long,  branchlets  glabrous,
ultiaate  branchlets  2-5  ca  long,  glabrous  Heads  7-8  am  long;
subinvolucra  1  bracts  4-5  mm  long,  Isnceola  t  e-1  inear  ,  apices
acuminate  Phyllaries  lanceolate-elliptic,  glabrous,  prominently
nervate,  apices  long  acuminate  Corollas  white,  ca  4  5  mm  long,
tube  ca  2  4  mm  long,  throat  tubular  to  funnelforn,  ca  1  4  am  long,
teeth  lanceo  J  a  t  e-ova  t  e  ,  ca  0.7  am  long  Achenes  ca  2  2  mm  long,
black,  glandular,  angles  lighter  in  color,  slightly  scabrous  Pappus
bristles  ca  4  5  am  long,  ca  55,  white  to  yellowish,  aargins
scabrous

Hclotype  COLOMBIA  He  t  a  ,  Hunicipio  de  Puerto  Gaitan.  Cariaagua,
150  B,  24  May  1977,  Forjro  9^1  (COL)

Hi  tani  a  paujifolia  is  the  only  non-twining  species  of  the  genus
kncwn  from  Colombia  Only  one  other  non-twining  species,  Mi  kani  a
sol  ij^ijier^i  a  Badillc  (Ernstia  7:  22-24  1981)  of  Venezuela,  is
reported  from  northern  South  America  That  species  differs  in  having
a  narrower  and  more  raceaose  capi  t  ulescence  ,  narrowly  ovate  leaves
with  one  to  two  coarse  denatations  on  each  margin,  and  ovate
phyllaries  with  subacute  apices

About  (crty  species  of  erect  Mikania  are  known,  primarily  from
southern  Brazil  and  adjacent  countries  Most  of  these  are  easily
distinguished  from  the  new  species  by  their  capi  t  ulescences  ,  which
are  either  spicate  or  thrysoidal  Those  with  corymbose
capi  t  ulescences  can  be  distinguished  by  their  wider  leaves  with
other  than  parallel  venation  Only  Mlkanj^a  vjmi^nej  DC  appears  to
superficially  resemble  M  pauci^fojia  However,  that  species  is  up
to  two  meters  tall,  has  an  angul  ar-  su  1  ca  t  e  stem,  linear  leaves,  and
larger  heads  and  flowers
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Fig.  1.  Mlkanla  cordlgera  W.  Holmes.  A.  habit;  B.  head:
C.  flower  and  achene.
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Fig.  2.  Mlkanla  pauclfoll«  W.  Holmes.  D.  habit;  F.  head;
F.  flower  and  achene.
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