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A NEW SPECIES OF PTEROSTYLIY FROM PORTLAND
By the Rev. H. M. R. Rure, Northbridge, N.S.W.

P. celons, nsp.

Planta parvae yracdisque, circiler 9 em glta, cum foliis basalibus 3-6,
peitolatis, orbiculanibus vel ovatis, circiter 15-20 mm. longis. Canlis bracicar
fatae, 2, superior florem subtendens sed distans. Flos solitavius, piridis, i
ovarium  altquante robusivm.  Scpalum dorsale circiler 15 mm longum,
crectum per 1 lomgitudinis, tum flexum ad apicem acnutum el pauliuly
decirvum.  Sepola lateralio crecla, ad pelalorum bases adnate, et commata
fer 5 mm, tum divergentis ot filiformis, super galecam cxiendentia, porro
curtata: siwns ad  Junctionem
angustissimus.  Fetola non  ad
sepalum dorsale adnata, latissima,
circiter 12 mm  longa, dimidium
mteries flevion.  Labellum  fere
lanceolatum, Sed cum apice trun-
cato  inter rugas duas, circiler
IT mm longum, 3 mm latum,
floris  msteriorem ceclans:  laminag
longitwdinalis  albo  cum  nervo
medio wiridi: appendix fere obso-
Ietus, o base 3 sm. Columna -
mm  langa, fere directa: alarum
fobi superiores tereti, glandulosi,
lobi infersores aliguanio  diver-
wentes, 2 mm longs, fram cum
margintbus brewter cthatis.
Stigma  ovatum, magnum, lalius
guan: columna,

A diminutive, slender plant
apparently seldom exceeding 9 em
in height, with a basal cluster of
3-6 stoutly petiolate leaves, orbi-
cular to wvate, up to 15 mm long
including the petioles. Stem-bracts
2, leaiy, the upper one subtending
the flower but distant from it
[Flower solitary on a relatively
robust ovary, green. Deorsal sepal
ahout 15 mm long, er;'ect fm,; |
of its length, then bent forward to

KEY TO PLATE. form a galea with an acute and
Plerostylis celans, n.sp. slightly decurved point. Lateral

1. Labellum, upper surface. 2. Column, sepals erect, adnate to the base of
side view., 3. Column, iront view. the petals for 3 mm, and connatc
A. A petal. 5. Labellum from the side, with each other for 5 mm, the
to show appendage. ap. appendage. sinus at their junction extremely
s, stigma. narrow ; their basal halves broad,

then suddenly contracting to fili-

furm caudae cxtending above the galea and curved or hooked forward.
Petals in all my specimens emdirely free from the dorsal sepal for their
whole length, about 12 mm long, nearly 4 mm wide at their broadest part,
with a conspicuous median longitudinal nerve, on the inner side of which
the petals are inflexed. Labellum almost lanceolate, but with a truncated
apex hetween two minute marginal folds, about 11 mm long and 3 mm
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wide at the broadest part; with the inturned petals completely conpeoling
thd tmterior of the fower; thin and wembranous. Longitudinal labellar
plate whitc on bath sides with a green median nerve: appendage almost
ohsolete, unbraiched, about 3 mm above the base of the labelhan, Colwnu
7 mn long, neacly straight, upper wing-lobes terete, glandular-transparenc
near the ups, the Jowet Johes broad, scatcely metting i front, shartly
ciliate on the lower margin: ondy, Stigma large and conspicuous, ovate,
wider than the column,

Portland, Victoria, 10.1943 and 10.1944, G. Bermett and Mys I Mellblom,
' Specimens of this curmous little Greenhood™ orclud, discovered by
G. Bernwctt in 1943, were <ent w0 me by Mrs. Mellblont [1s most obvious
affimity 15 with *, nare R.Br, ol which I was ai first mclined to think st
4 tecatological form; this was also the opimwon at cthe time of Mr W. H.
Nicholls. But farther examination, and the fact that |8 specimens *were
found, all agrecing prewsely m the * peculinr character of the Aower,
cottvineed me that it could not be mcluded-wm P, vane. f =

I am now glad that circumstances prevented its publicanon ay a -new
species in 1943, because specimens of the 1944 season hava been reccived
from Mes. Mellblom, and they are identical in all respects with those of
the previows vear, thus endersing the right of the plant, in my opimeon,
10 specific rank, The arca upon which plants were discovered is unior-
tunately now being cleared for agricultural purposes, hot Mre. Bennctt
has transplanted ac many as possible to safer ground

The outstanding peculiarity of the flower is provided hy its remarkable
mmeémbranpus Jubellom, which might alinost be described as persioid It does
not appear to he uritableé, and the appendage so characterisuc of species
of Prerostylis at the base of the labellum -is almost absolete, being repre-
sented by a single short “bair" of about 3 mm above the base. In
P. mona the labellum s very much shorter than the column; it is thick and
firm in texture. and has a Lranched appendage at the base. In the new
species the labellum 15 at Jeast 4 mm longer thao the <olumn, The
gietaly alsg are remarkahle, In sll my specimens -they are completsly
free from the dorsal sepal for their whole length. They are very broad,
with a prominent median nerve, on the inner or anterior side of which
the petal 1s inflexed  These inflexed halves of the petals, together with
the long, wide, membranous labellum, completely candéal the whole imterion
of the flower, thus suggesting the mame F. celons. : .

T coniess thet 1 cannot even hazard a guess at the purpose of this
concealment, In every flower T examined, pollen was freely scattered om
the stigma, praving that some pollinating agent had been at wotk. L do
not think 1t passible for a Pterostylis flower to be gelf-fertilizing,

What I5 the agent in this case, and how does it gn about its jub?
Here Js 2 fine field for ohservation by owr Portlind (vi¢nds, who wre to be
ceagratulated an the discovery of such an iRteresling Specics.

-

SCAVENGING BIRDS NEEDED

Corporal R. D Kent writes from New Guinear "There is 2 very nutices
able luck of sea-birds snd in consequence the beaches heve are very illety

and ‘high'"

My, 1. ], Malony, who retsted recently from the position of Director of
the National Museum, Melbourne, died on September 27,  An obituary
notice will appear later.
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