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THE  MEDICINAL  PLANT  GARDEN

OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  COLLEGE  OF  PHARMACY

T  he  Medicinal  Plant  Garden  of  the  Massachusetts  Colleoe  of  Pharmacy  came
into  beiiifT  in  March,  194-1,  as  the  result  of  tlie  c(K)])erative  sujjport  of  tlie

Arnold  Arboretum.  Dean  Howard  C.  Newton  and  Dr.  Heber  W.  Younoken  of

the  Massachusetts  Colleo-e  of  Pharmacy,  one  of  the  state's  oldest  institutions,
drew  up  the  oeneral  j)]ans  for  tlie  o-arden  and  the  Arnold  Arboretum  loaned
about  two  acres  of  land  on  the  g^rounds  of  the  Bussey  Institution  of  Harvard
University  for  the  development  of  the  medicinal  jilant  o'arden.  The  officials  of
both  institutions  welcomed  the  o])])ortunity  of  ccoperatino-  in  this  way  on  a  pro-
ject  of  such  economic  value.  This  medicinal  o-arden  is  financed  and  oiierated  by
the  Massachusetts  Colleo-e  of  Pharmacy  but  is  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  visi-
tors  at  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  Plants  are  carefully  labeled  and  both  institutions
join  in  invitino-  the  public  to  visit  it.  It  is  easily  accessible,  beino-  on  the  ])oint
of  land  nearest  to  the  Forest  Hills  EJevated  .Station.  As  one  walks  up  South
Street  from  the  elevated  station,  turn  in  the  first  o-ate,  walk  nearly  to  the  laroe
stone  buildino-,  then  rio-ht,  and  it  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  o-rass  roadway  run-
nino-  between  the  two  exiierimental  plots.

The  ‘garden  occujiies  an  area  of  about  two  acres  and  has  been  laid  out  in  rec-
tano^ular,  circular  and  crescentic  beds  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Youn^ken,  Pro-
fessor  of  Pharmacon'iiosy  and  Botany  at  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy,
and  his  assistant.  Dr.  M.  W.  Quiniby.  Seventeen  of  these  beds  were  completed
by  the  early  part  of  last  summer  and  fully  planted.  Around  the  border  of  the
o-arden  have  been  introduced  a  variety  of  medicinal  trees  includino-  sweet  o-um^
witch-hazel,  sassafras,  prickly-ash,  elder,  ujJand  sumach,  viburnums,  buckthorn,
alder-buckthorn,  suoar  maple,  junipers,  bay  berry,  white-oak,  etc.

1’  wo  experimental  beds  for  the  breedino-  of  druo-,  insecticidal  and  oil  jjlants  are
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located  on  the  north  side  of  this  liarden.  Some  ornamental  plants  have  been
added  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  the  garden.

Planting  began  on  April  19,  1941,  and  by  early  summer  38^  different  species
and  varieties  of  plants,  mostly  medicinal  and  aromatic,  had  been  established.

Tlie  purposes  of  the  garden  are  (l)  to  provide  added  facilities  for  the  teaching
of  Botany  and  Pharmacognosy  by  enabling  students  to  see  and  study  the  growing
medicinal,  oil-yielding  and  aromatic  jjlants  which  yield  many  of  our  drugs  and
condiments,  ("i)  to  provide  authentic  plant  materials  needed  for  elass  work  and
investigation,  (3)  to  ascertain  wliich  medicinal  plants  of  exotic  origin  can  be  grown
successfully  in  this  jjart  of  New  England,  (4)  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  what  nu-
trient  and  other  factors  are  essential  to  the  yield  of  drugs  of  superior  (piality.

Hkhkh  W.  Youngken,
Dept,  of  Materia  Medica,
Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy,
Boston,  Massachusetts

Species  grown  in  the  medicinal  plant  garden
of  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy  in  1941

Acer  saccharum
Achillea  Ageratum

“  Millefolium
tomentosa

Aeonitum  autumnale
Fischeri

‘‘  Napellus
Actaea  alba

‘  ‘  rubra
Adonis  aestivalis
Aegopodium  Podagraria  variegatum
Agastache  Foeniculum
Ajuga  ciliata

reptans
Alchemilla  vulgaris
Allium  Cei)a  A  iviparum

Schoeno|)rasum
Althaea  rosea
A n a c‘ y c 1 u s P r e t h r u m
Anehusa  officinalis
Anemone  Pulsatilla
Anethum  graveolens
Angelica  sp.

Archangelica
Anthemis  nobilis
Anthriscus  Cerefolium
A(iuilegia  canadensis
Aralia  nudicaulis

si)inosa
Arctium  minus
Arisaema  tri  j)hyllum

Arnica  montana
Artemisia  Abrotanum

x\bsinthium
‘‘  albula

annua
Dracunculus

“  frigida
pontica

“  vulgaris  (lactiflora)
Asarum  canadense
Ascle|)ias  tuberosa
Asperula  odorata
Atropa  Belladonna
Borago  officinalis
Brassica  alba

nigra
Ca m pa n u 1 a r o t u n d i fo 1 ia
Capsicum  frutescens
Carthamus  tinctorius
Caruin  Carvi
Cassia  marilandica
Caulophyllum  thalictroides
Chaenomeles  japonica  hyb.
Chamaelirium  luteum
Chelidonium  majus
Chenopodium  ambrosioides  anthel-

minticum
Chenopodium  bonus-henricus

Botrys
Chionanthus  virginicus
Chrysanthemum  Balsamita
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•  Clirysaiitlieinuiii  Balsainita  tanace-
toides

Clirysantlienuim  cinerariaetdliuin
coccMiieuin

“  Partheniuni
Cichoriuin  Intybus
C i 1 11 i c i f ii t>’a ra c eniosa

“  simplex
Cnieus  benedictus
Coleliiciim  autiimnale

.  Comptonia  pereorina
Convallaria  majalis
Coptis  oroenlandiea

oeeideiitalis
Coriandrum  sativum
Crocus  sativus
Cunila  mariana
('ynojilossum  officinale
Cytisus  Scoparius
Dapime  INlezereum

alba
Datura  Metel

“  Stramonium
'I'atula

Delpliinium  ajacis
“  hybrid  (Belladonna)

{  Bellemosum)
Dicentra  canadensis

Cucullaria
eximia
sjiectabilis

Di^fitalis  ambigua
purpurea

Dioscorea  villosa
Dipsacus  fullonum
Dryopteris  Filix-mas

marginalis
F'iphedra  distaehya

equisetina
sinica
sp.

Faionymus  atropurpureus
F u pa tor i u m p u r p u r e u m

,  Filipendula  hexapetala
Ulmaria

Foeniculum  vulgare
Galium  veruni
Geranium  maculatum

i  Hamamelis  virginiana
Hemerocallis  fulva

Fleucliera  sanguinea
Hydrastis  canadensis
Hydropliyllum  virginianum
Hyoscyamus  niger
Hyssopus  aristatus

officinalis
albus
ruber

Isatis  tinctoria
Jeffersonia  dijiliylla
Juniperus  Sabina

virginiana
Lallemantia  canescens
Lamium  album

maculatum  alburn
purpu reum

Lavandula  officinalis
a  ^  .Spica

Leonurus  Cardiaca
Levisticum  officinale
Linum  perenne

usitatissimum
Lipiiia  citriodora
Liquidambar  Styracidua
I^obelia  cardinalis

indata
siphilitica

Lu|)inus  (Russel  hybrids)
M a h o n i a A c| u ifol i u m
Majorana  hortensis
jMarruliium  [leregrinum

vulgare
Matricaria  Chamornilla
Melissa  officinalis
Mentha  at|uatica  X  rotundifolia

arvensis
piperascens  Xacpiatic

<  «  a  a  .  •  .X  sjncata
citrata
crispa

“  longifolia
niliaca
piperita
Pulegium
rotundifolia

“  “  (sterile  male)
vai iegata

spicata
Mira  bibs  Jala  pa
M  onarda  didyma



IMonarda  fistulosa
‘  punctata

Myrica  pensylvanica
Myrrliis  odorata
Myrtus  communis
Nepeta  Cataria

‘‘  liederacea
‘‘  Mussinii

nuda
Nicotiana  Tabacum  vars.
Ocimum  Basilicum
Orig^anum  Dictamnus

Majorana
‘  ‘  vulo’are

()rnitho«alum  sp.
“  umbellatam

Osmorhiza  Claytonii
lono’istylis

l^anax  quinquefolium
Fassifiora  incarnata
Fedicularis  canadensis
Fetasites  japonicus

officinalis
Fetroselinum  crispum
Fhytolacca  americana
Fimpinella  Anisum
Finns  Strobus
l^lantago  indica  (F.arenaria)

‘  lanceolata
‘  ‘  4  -ovata

Fsyllium
Fodophyllum  ])eltatum
Folyfr()num  Bistorta
Fotentilla  alpina

Anserina
tridentata

Fulmonaria  ano’ustifolia
Fycnantliemum  sp.
Ranunculus  Ficaria
R h a m n u s ca t h a rt i ca

Franoula
Furshiana

Rluis  o'labra
typhina

Ricinus  communis
Rosa  centi  folia
Rosmarinus  officinalis
Rumex  Acetosa

scutatus
Ruta  o’raveolens

Salvia  azurea
officinalis

“  albidora
pratensis
Sclarea

Sambucus  canadensis
Sanjruinaria  canadensis
Sang'uisorba  canadensis

minor
Santolina  Chamaecv])arissus

“  viridis
Sassafras  albidurn
Satureia  alpina

hortensis
montana
Nepeta  (Calamintha)
vulo-aris

Scutellaria  alpina
baicalensis

Sesamum  alatum
Silybum  Marianum
Sium  Sisarum
Spigelia  marilandica
Sy m I )b ytu m as i)er u m

officinale
Tanacetum  vuloare
Teucrium  Cbamaedrys
Thymus  britannicus

Herba-barona
lanicaulis
Serpyllum

coccineus
variej>atus

vulg-aris
Tradescantia  viroiniana
Trillium  erectum

orandidorum
sessile

Tussilao’o  Farfara
Ui’oinea  maritima  (red  var.)
Valeriana  officinalis
Vancouveria  hexandra
Veratrum  viride
Veronica  incana

virg^inica
Viburnum  Opulus

prunifolium
trilobum

Viola  cucullata
odorata
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