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Clinocottus analis Girard, the wooly scuplin, is a
strongly demersal cottid fish inhabiting the intertidal
zone of southern California. The major purposes of this
integrated field and laborator; ̂study were: (1) to deter¬
mine the distribution and abundance of C. analis in repre¬
sentative tide pools, (2) to determine what substrate types,
in terms of background colors and textures, are available
in the tide pools, (3) to determine whether the distribu¬
tion of C. analis on the available substrates is random or
selective, (4) if selective, to determine how C. analis
chooses substrates, and (5) to consider reasons why such
choices are made based on pertinent observations of its
behavior in the laboratory and in nature.

In general, £. analis prefers dark, densely matted plant
substrates or the free spaces between rocks to low or flat
substrates of any shade. Substrate selection is made onthe basis of visual rather than chemical or tactile cues
and is not influenced by the presence of food organisms.
The substrate preference behavior of C. analis is of ob¬
vious survival value because an individual in dark areas
between rocks or in an algal mat, aided by its protective
coloration, is out of sight and reach of predators.
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