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ABSTRACT

RESUMO

INTRODUCTION

Kirkbride (1976) revised the genus Declieuxia Kunth, and recognized 27 species and seven varieties in three
species: D. deltoidea Mull. Arg. with two varieties, D. cacuminis Mull. Arg. with two varieties, and D. cordigera
Mart. & Zucc. ex Schult. & Schult. f. with three varieties. A few years later (Kirkbride 1983), he added a third
variety for D. cacuminis, D. cacuminis var. decumbens].H. Kirkbr. With this, the known range of D. cacuminis
was expanded from central Minas Gerais to south central Bahia. In 1997, another species was added to the ge-
nus, D. decumbens J.H. Kirkbr. (Kirkbride 1997), increasing the number of species to 28.

The Rubiaceae were treated for the Flora dos E stados de Goids e Tocantins by Delprete (2010). The Distrito
Federal, which is surrounded by the state of Goias and only touchs the state of Minas Gerais on its southeastern
comer, was also covered by the treatment. Delprete found nine species of Declieuxia in the state of Goias, six in
the Distrito Federal, and just one, D.fruticosa (Willd. ex Roem. & Schult.) Kuntze (the most widespread of the
genus), in the state of Tocantins. Early in 2012, while finalizing a treatment of the Rubiaceae for the Flora do
Distrito Federal, Brasil, Delprete encountered a specimen of Declieuxia from the state of Tocantins in the herba-
rium of the Reserva Ecologica do Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatistica (1BGE) in Brasilia, that attracted
his attention. Since he had reported just a single species of Declieuxia from the state of Tocantins, he immedia-
tely knew that the specimen represented a new taxon for this state, and possibly a new taxon for science. He
consulted Kirkbride about the identity of the specimen, who in turn compared it with the Declieuxia speci-
mens in the herbaria of the Smithsonian Institution (US) and New York Botanical Garden (NY). They conclu-
ded that the specimen is a member of D. cacuminis and is a fourth, new variety of the species, which is described
and illustrated below. In addition, a key to the four varieties of D. cacuminis, short descriptions, and selected
specimens for each variety, are also presented.
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of Tocantins, west of the Rio Sao Francisco, and at lower elevation in cerrado vegetation (a type of savannah),
on sandy, reddish soils poor in nutrients and rich in aluminum (Fig. 1).

This new variety was collected in the Jalapao region, which has large areas of white-sand soils. The eleva-
tion is lower with respect to the elevations of the other three varieties; however, the type locality is not on the
Brazilian Planalto. It is on a lower plateau, at the northernmost end of the Serra Geral de Goias, which is the
divide between the basins of the Rios Sao Francisco and Tocantins at the border between the states of Tocan-
tins and Bahia. Relative to the nearby river valleys, this area is 50-100 m higher, so the new variety occurs at :
the highest elevations in its area of distribution as do the other three varieties in their areas of distribution.
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