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Studies on the Flora of the Guianas 16.
A new species of Pilea (Urticaceae) from French Guiana

C. C. BErG

Summary : The new species Pilea tabularis C. C. Berg (Urticaceae) is described.
Résumé : Une nouvelle espéce d’Urticaceae, Pilea tabularis C. C. Berg, est décrite.

C. C. Berg, Institute for Systematic Botany, State University of Utrecht, Heidelberglaan 2,
Utrecht, the Netherlands. — Present address : Arboha, N-5067 Store Milde, Norway.

Pilea tabularis C. C. Berg, sp. nov. — Pl 1.

Herba ad 50 cm alta. Folia nodi unius aequalia vel inaequalia, oblonga 3.5-13 cm longa, 1.2-
4.5 cm lata, triplinervia, acuminata vel subcaudata, basi acuta, margine crenato-dentato ; petiolus 0.7-
2.5 cm longus ; stipulae 1.5-2.5 mm longae. Inflorescentia staminifera ramosa, circ. 3-4 cm lata ;
pedunculo 3-6 cm longo.

Typus : De Granville 3488, French Guiana, ca. 45 km SE of Saiil, in submontane forest on table
mountain, 19.8.1980, o fl. (holo-, CAY ; iso-, P, U).

Herb up to ca. 50 cm tall, probably dioecious ; stem * succulent, the lower part
creeping and rooting, the upper part ascending and leafy, glabrous (or with sparse curved
hairs), when dry the punctiform to fusiform cystoliths + conspicuous. Leaves oppositf:',
those of a node equal or + unequal, chartaceous, oblong 3.5-13 X 1.2-4.5 cm, apex acumi-
nate to subcaudate, base acute (to obtuse), margin + coarsely crenate-dentate ; both sur-
faces glabrous, when dry without (or with) conspicuous linear cystoliths ; lateral veins
2 X 1, above plane to slightly impressed, beneath prominent ; petiole 0.7-2.5 cm long, ca.
I mm thick, glabrous (or with curved hairs) ; stipules intrapetiolar, 1.5-2.5 mm (or. ca.
10 mm) long, glabrous, persistent. Staminate inflorescences branched, ca. 3-4 cm wide;
Peduncle 3-6 cm long, ca. 1 mm thick. (Pistillate inflorescences branched, ca. 2 cm wide ;

Peduncle 1-1.5 cm long, ca. 1 mm thick, glabrous).

Collection Oldeman 2334, French Guiana, Approuague River, Crique Tortue,
25.1.1967, Q fl. (CAY) differs in several characters (put in parentheses in the above descrip-
ton) : presence of indument on the leafy part of the stem and petiole, the leaf base varying
from acute to obtuse, conspicuous cystholiths in the dry leaves, and distinctly longer sti-
Pules. It is somewhat doubtful whether the two specimens belong to the same species.
Because of the scarcely of material the publication of two new taxa did not seem justified.
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Pl. 1. — Pilea tabularis : 1, stem with staminate inflorescences (De Granville 3488) ; 2, upper part of the stem
with pistillate inflorescences (Oldeman 2334).
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Because of the poor state of the knowledge of the taxonomy of Neotropical members
of the genus Pilea, it is impossible to suggest affinities to other species.
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