
hibertad,
Comayagua,  tonduras

June  25,1955.

Dear  Mr  ,Amés:

Your  letter  of  June  First  received  this  morning,  To  say
Ti.  em  very  muck  surprised  by  the  contents  is  puttiug  it  very  milddy:1ou
e  me  quotations  from  a  letter  you  say  you  wrote  me  April  9th,-I  have  never
eived  that  letter-in  which  you  say’  that  you  advise  me  that  IT  am  to  collect

ie:  Der  specimen  “Vasisryet  in  your  Letter,  just  two  days  ‘later  April  i1th,  you
advise  me  -to  accept  the  proposition  of  :collecting  on  the  saem  basis  of  pay
as  that  of  last  year  with  the  additional  %500,00-which  you  even  suggest  that
it  (the  $500.00)  be  devided  between  myself  and  my  assistant-  saying  that  yor  were
having  $500.00  sent  to  me  at  once-1  received  it-  and  that  another  check  for
around  $1,000.00  would  be  sent  me  July  First,  7  replied  to  this  that  I  ‘would

MEOeMt  collect  for  you  during  the  next  twelev  months  under  the  terms  as  that  of
last  year;with  the  %500,00  increase,  Now  you  come  along  With  another  letter
saying  that  you  can  not  pay  the  43,600,000  for  this  year,  This  after  I  have
refused  to  collect  for  other  institutions  and  private  parties  because  I  consider-
ed  that  7  had  signed  a  contract  with  you  which  was  binding  to  both  parties  and
I  had  aggreed  to  devote  all  my  time  to  ‘collecting  specimens  for  the  Arboretum
and  The  Museum  of  Comapaative  Zoology.,  T  would  not  collect  and  prepare  specimens,
23  I  have  been  collecting  and  preparing  them  for  you  and  sell  them  at  the  prices
you  tell  me  that  you  are  prépared  to  pay,Yvou  make  no  provision  for  the  cost  of
postage-A  considerable  item-nor  for  the  specimens  prepared  in  liquid,  The  cost
of  alcohol  alone  will  average  One  Dollar  for  ‘each  shipment,  Wor  do  you  have
anythingto  say  about  the  return  of  funds  I  may  have  to  expend  for  materials

+wioch  7  am  compelled’  to  buy  Locally,
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I  know  that  you  have  had  collectors  in  many  parts  of  the  world
but  I  do  not  believe  that  you  have  ever  collected  in  any  country  where  conditions
are  just  like  those  of  Interior  Honduras,  “hen  you  were  in  this  country  you
had  all  the  facilities  of  the  ™nited  Fruit  Company  at  your  command,  ya  were  in
the  coast  country,where  7  am  sure  there  are  more  Orchids  to  be  found  than  in  the
mountains,  You  know  nothingof  the  difficulties  of  mountain  travel,obtaining  mules,
or  of  getting  food  that  a  white  man  can  eat,  Many  times  1  have  had  to  eat  beans,
and  corn  cakes  and  wash  them  down  with  black  coffee,  three  times  a  day-Not  for
just  one  day  but  for  a  week  at  a  time-  nor  do  you  know  what  it  is  to  go  out  day
after  day  and  get  soaking  wet  in  these  tropical  rains,  Jp  to  the  time  I  started
collecting  for  you  there  were  less  than  100  species  of  Orchida  know  n  from
Honduras,  How  could  you  or  any  other  man  know  that  there  were  100  or  1,000
different  species  to  be  found  in  the  country,  You  mearly  took  a  gambel  that  the
country  had  many  new  species-T  have  found  many-but  now  that  they  are  not  coming
in  as  fast  or  plentiful  as  you  had  hoped  you  want  to  call  the  deal  off.  I  have
tried  to  avoid  sending  duplicates,in  large  numbers,  always  searching  for  something
new,  “ith  the  exception  of  a  few  weeks  of  sickness  and  others  of  reolution  I  have
ddvoted  every  hour  of  my  time  to  the  work,

When  I  wrote  you  that  I  wanted  to  go  to  San  Pedro  Sula  am  work
pack  to  the  south  you  said"No,"  I  changed  my  route  and  it  is  true  that  the
results  have  not  been  as  favorable  as  T  had  hoped,  But  maybe  had  7  been  allowed  tq
go  to  parts  of  the  country  from  which  7  had  had  favorable  reports  the  results
may  have  been  better,  During  the  past  year  it  has  been  my  custom  to  talk  with
persons  who  were,more  or  less  familiar  with  the  flora  of  the  different  localities
and  have  mapped  my  routes  accordingly,  vo  you  think  that,were.7?  collecting  on  the
per  specimen  basis,7  would  allow  the  purchaser  of  my  specimens  to  dictate  as  to
the  territory  I  worked,  J  most  surely  would  go  where  I  thought  the  most  specimens



d  be  found  and  that  is  just  what  I  have  been  trying  do  do  for  the  last
;  All  districts  worked  by.me  during  the  past  year  have  been  thouroughly
eollected,

Il  am  willing  fo  continue  ¢  i  hpi  ih,  Harvard  at  the  aggreed  rate
of  $3,600,00°  for  thia  year  bet  net  =  he  per  cimen  rate-yu  give,  me  in  this

etter,  Because  I  donot  wish  “to  dely  “in  aioe  contracts,  with  other  institutions

and  private  parties,should  you  not  care  to  carry  out  the  spernenent,  gu  nde  ode  inot
by  ¥ou  im  yeur  letter  ef  “Apnil  Gith,  otand.  by  mein  mysiet  ter  .of.  J  iSth,1953,
I  should  like  for  you  ‘to  Be  advise  m  So,if.you  desire  me  to  conitnes  collect-.
ing  on  the  terms  of  $%3,600.00  for  the/year  and  are  sending  me-a  check  July  First,
as  per  your  ,letver  of  Apeis  filth.  a  as  .you  have  reeeived  this  letter  please
send  me  a  Radiogram,to  Comayagua,  yi  "YES",  1%  you  do  not  aggree  :to,  these
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It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  I  réfused  to  sell  to  parties  in
gma  an  order  for  live  Orchid  plants  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred

s-Parties  who  have  permits  from  the  Dept,of  Agriculture.to  import  live
Be  roy  I  knew  that  this  would  a  violation  of  our,  contrac

am  unable  to  say  why  the  specimens  shipped  April  17th,  have  not  been
received  by  you,.  I  shall  eontinue  to  eye  until  .7.  have  ‘heard  more  from  you,
T  have  another  shipment  just  about.  ready,

(ours  truly,

Lp,  Edin,
A=  9  Fdwards

_Comayagua,Hendures.-—
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