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The   ornithological   importance   of   Thrumshingla

National   Park,   Bhutan

CAROL   INSKIPP,TIM   INSKIPP   and   SHERUB

Thrumshingla  National  Park  is  one  of  four  national  parks  in  Bhutan  and  was  gazetted  in  1998  to
ensure  the  conservation  of  biodiversity  in  the  central  belt  of  the  country.  Two  bird  surveys  have
been  carried  out  in  the  park:  in  April  and  May  1998  and  in  January  2000.  Based  on  these  surveys
and  records  from  other  sources,  a  list  of  345  bird  species  has  been  compiled  for  the  park  up  to  the
end  of  May  2000.  This  includes  three  globally  threatened  species,  15  of  Bhutan’s  near-threatened
species  and  eight  of  the  country’s  1 1  restricted  range  species.  Warm  broadleaved  forest  was  found
to  be  the  most  valuable  for  bird  species  in  both  the  breeding  season  and  in  winter,  followed  by
cool  broadleaved  forest.  Fir  and  hemlock,  especially  those  with  an  understorey  of  rhododendron
and  bamboo,  were  the  richest  forests  for  birds  at  higher  altitudes.

INTRODUCTION

Bhutan  lies  in  the  eastern  Himalayas,  one  of  the  world’s
biodiversity  ‘hotspots’  and  identified  as  an  Endemic  Bird
Area  by  BirdLife  International  (Stattersfieldera/.  1998).
The  country  has  an  extensive  protected  area  system,
encompassing  26%  of  its  land  area  and  covering  the
full  range  of  the  nation’s  major  ecosystem  types.
Thrumshingla  is  one  of  four  national  parks  in  Bhutan
and  was  proposed  in  1993  to  ensure  the  conservation
of  biodiversity  in  the  central  belt  of  the  country  (Anon.
1998). The  park  was  officially  gazetted  in  July  1998  when
a  park  manager  and  other  staff  were  appointed  and
became  functional  with  the  support  of  theWWF  Bhutan
Programme.  Thrumshingla  lies  in  east-central  Bhutan
(see  Map)  partly  in  the  dzongkhags/districts  of
Bumthang,  Lhuntse  and  Mongar.  The  park’s  core  area
is  768  km2  and  is  surrounded  by  a  buffer  zone. The  area
around  the  small  village  of  Sengor,  near  the  middle  of
the  park,  is  a  multi-use  zone.  Bhutan’s  main  east-west

highway  runs  through  approximately  the  middle  of  the
park  from  Bumthang,  via  Ura,  Sengor,  Namling,
Yongkhala  to  Lingmethang.The  park’s  altitudinal  range
extends  from  1,400  m  below  Saleng  in  the  core  area
and  700  m  at  Lingmethang  in  the  buffer  zone  to  over
6,000  m  at  Thrumshingla  Peak.

Like  most  of  Bhutan,  Thrumshingla  National  Park
is  largely  covered  in  forests,  which  are  of  high  quality
and  relatively  unexploited,  compared  to  forests
elsewhere  in  the  Himalayas.  In  the  subtropical  zone,  the
main  forest  types  are  warm  broadleaved  forest,  which
grows  on  moist  slopes,  and  chir  pine  Pinus  roxburghii,
which  forms  open  dry  forests  on  dry  slopes  and  in  dry
valleys.  Cool  broadleaved  forest  grows  above  the  warm
broadleaved  forest  and  is  replaced  by  oak  Quercus  on
less  moist  slopes,  and  by  Blue  Pine  P.  zvallichiana  in  dry
areas.  Other  coniferous  forests  that  are  widespread  at
higher  altitudes  in  the  park  up  to  the  tree-line  are
hemlock  Tsuga  dumosa  and  fir  Abies  spectabilis,  which
grow  on  moist  slopes,  and  spruce  Picea,  which  occupies
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drier  zones.  Bamboo  is  extensive  in  high-altitude
coniferous  forests  and  supports  a  good  population  of
red  panda  Ailurus  fulgens,  which  has  been  adopted  as
the  emblem  of  the  park.  There  are  pastures  in  the  alpine
zone  above  the  treeline,  and  in  forest  clearings  in  the
subalpine  and  temperate  zones.  There  are  a  few  villages
and  relatively  small  associated  areas  of  cultivation  in  the
park,  especially  in  the  subtropical  zone.  In  a  survey
carried  out  in  April  2000,  the  north-western  quadrant
of  the  Park  was  identified  as  a  core  area  for  tiger  Panthera
pardus  (Yonzon  2000).

Up  until  the  end  of  May,  2000  a  total  of  345  bird
species  had  been  recorded  in  the  park’s  core  area  and
buffer  zone,  including  312  species  in  the  core.

METHODS

Two  bird  surveys  have  been  carried  out  in  the  park:  in
April  and  May  1998  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998)  and  in
January  2000  (Inskipp  et  al.  2000) .  These  were  organized
by   the   Royal   Government   of   Bhutan   Nature
Conservation  Division  and,  in  2000,  also  by  the  recently
appointed  park  manager  and  his  staff.  Hands-on  training
in  bird  identification  and  survey  techniques  was  provided
for  park  staff  during  both  surveys.  Locations,  habitat
types,  altitudes  and  dates  were  noted  for  all  records,  as
well  as  the  length  of  time  spent  in  each  habitat  type.
The  overall  altitudinal  range  of  all  species  recorded  was
extracted  from  these  data.  A  Global  Positioning  System
was  used  to  determine  the  co-ordinates  of  locations  en
route.

A  method  of  assessing  species  richness  developed
by  John  MacKinnon  (MacKinnon  and  Phillips  1993)
was  used  for  each  main  vegetation  type.  This  measures
how  rich  an  area  or  habitat  is  for  bird  species  and  is  a
relatively  simple  and  quick  method  for  comparing  one
area  or  habitat  with  another.

Each  species  encountered  is  recorded  until  a  list  of
20  is  reached.  Then  a  new  list  (number  2)  is  started  and
a  further  20  species  is  recorded.  Each  list  must  contain
20  different  species,  but  subsequent  lists  can  include
species  previously  listed.  However,  efforts  must  be  made
to  exclude  the  same  individual  birds  from  the  lists.  Then
list  number  3  is  recorded.  Ideally  lists  are  repeatedly
made  until  no  new  species  are  recorded.  A  running
species  total  is  obtained  by  extracting  the  number  of
species  in  list  2  that  were  not  in  list  1  and  so  on
throughout  all  the  lists  recorded  for  each  area  or  habitat.
Species-richness  is  the  species  total  reached  when  no
new  species  are  recorded.  This  should  be  approximately
the  number  of  species  present  in  that  habitat  or  area  at
that  time  of  the  year.  Some  species,  because  they  are
very  skulking  or  nocturnal  species,  will  perhaps  be
overlooked.

Other  bird  records  for  the  area  have  been  collected
by   the   Royal   Government   of   Bhutan   Nature
Conservation  Division  (Pradhan  1997a,  1997b,  Sharma
1998).  In  addition,  a  significant  number  of  records  have
been  made  by  several  foreign  bird  tour  groups,  who  have
spent  a  few  days  in  the  park  in  recent  years,  birdwatching
along  the  road  between  Ura  and  Lingmethang.  Their
visits  started  in  about  1995  and  have  mainly  been  in
April,  but  also  in  January,  March  and  early  May.

SIGNIFICANT   BIRD   RECORDS

A  total  of  14  species  recorded  in  Bhutan  have  been
identified   as   globally   threatened   by   BirdLife
International  (BirdLife  International  in  prep.),  and  three
of  these  have  been  found  in  the  park,  where  they
probably  breed.  Moreover,  as  many  as  15  of  Bhutan’s
24  near-threatened  species  have  also  been  recorded  in
the  park.  BirdLife  International  has  also  identified  bird
species  with  restricted  ranges,  that  is  with  world  breeding
ranges  less  than  50,000  km2,  used  to  define  the  Eastern
Himalayas  Endemic  Bird  Area  (Stattersfield  et  al.  1998).
Eleven  restricted-range  species  have  been  recorded  in
Bhutan,  and  eight  of  these  have  been  recorded  in
Thrumshingla  and  probably  breed.  Of  these  eight
species  one  is  globally  threatened  and  four  are  near-
threatened.  Here  we  provide  status  and  natural  history
notes  on  this  suite  of  species  and  one  other  that  does
not  qualify  as  a  restricted-range  species  but  is,
nevertheless,  local  and  rare  throughout  its  range.

Chestnut-breasted  Partridge  Arborophila  mandellii
Globally  threatened,  restricted-range  species.  Rare  and
local  in  the  park,  but  probably  resident.  Found  in  warm
broadleaved  forest  with  bamboo  between  1,860  m  and
1,980  m  between  Yongkhala  and  Namling.  Seven  were
recorded  in  April  1998  (King  1998),  one  was  heard  in
April  1998  on  1  May  1998  (Farrow  1998  and  Inskipp
and  Inskipp  1998),  three  to  four  were  heard  on  16-18
April  1999  (Farrow  1999),  one  was  heard  in  April  1999
(Holt  1 999)  and  four  on  23  April  2000  (Farrow  2000a);
a  pair  duetted  on  13  and  14  May  2000  (Bishop  2000).

Satyr  Tragopan  Tragopan  satyra  Near-threatened
species.  Uncommon  altitudinal  migrant  within  the  park.
Recorded  in  January  and  from  March  to  early  May
between  1,900  m  and  3,850  m  in  cool  broadleaved  and
fir  forests;  favours  forests  with  a  well-developed  bamboo
understorey.  Up  to  three  were  regularly  recorded
betweenYongkhala  and  Sengor:  in  March  1994  and  April
1995  (Bishop  1999c),  January  1995  (King  1995),  April
1997  (Farrow  1997,  King  1997),  April  1998  (Farrow
1998,  Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998,  King  1998),  April  1999
(Farrow  1999)  and  April  2000  (Farrow  2000b).  A
maximum  of  seven  was  heard  in  fir  forests  2  km  below
Sengor  at  dawn  in  May  2000  with  three  additional  birds
heard  the  following  morning  (Bishop  2000).  One  to  two
birds   were   recorded   between   Gayzamchu   and
Thekpaling,  between  Gayzamchu  and  Ura,  near  Ura,
and  between  Thrumshingla  and  Sengor  in  April  1998
(Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998).

Yellow-rumped  Honeyguide  Indicator  xanthonotus
Near-threatened  species.  Rare  and  local.  Singles  were
seen  between  Sengor  and  Yongkhala,  usually  near  bees’
nests,  on  14  April  1997  (King  1997),  7  April  1998  (King
1998),  19  April  1998  at  2,200  m  (Farrow  1998),  14
April   1999   (Holt   1999)   and   on   19   April   2000
(Kazmierczak  and  Fisher  2000).  Two  were  seen  on  14
April  1999  at  2,200  m  (Farrow  1999).  A  male  was
observed  in  a  narrow  canyon,  persistently  attending  what
appeared  to  be  a  nest,  in  the  middle  storey  of  a  huge
broadleaved  tree  above  a  small  stream  at  2,100  m  on  13
May  2000  (Bishop  2000).  The  nesting  habits  of  this
species  are  unknown.
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Rufous-necked  Hornbill  Aceros  nipalensis  Globally
threatened  species.  Fairly  common  and  probably
resident.  Recorded  from  January  to  mid  May  and  in
October  in  warm  broadleaved  forest  with  mature  trees
from  1,005  m  to  1,930  m,  subject  to  altitudinal
movements.  Regularly  recorded  between  Yongkhala  and
Namling   (many   observers);   also   seen   around
Thekpaling,  including  six  pairs  on  1  February  1997,
the  largest  number  seen  in  one  area,  and  between
Thekpaling  and  Kheng  Shingkhar  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp

1998) ,  below  Saleng  in  January  2000  (Inskipp  et  al.

2000),  and  in  the  buffer  zone  around  Chulungbi,
between  Chulungbi  and  Gulibi,  at  Broksar  and  in  the
Yunari  Chu  valley  in  January  2000  (Inskipp  et  al.  2000) .
A  pair  excavated  a  nest  hole  and  engaged  in  courtship
display  between  Yongkhala  and  Namling  at  1,900  m  on
19  April  1998  (Farrow  1998).

Ward’s  Trogon  Harpactes  wardi  Near-threatened,
restricted-range  species.  Rare  and  local,  probably
resident;  recorded  in  January  and  from  March  to  mid
May  in  cool  broadleaved  forests  with  vines  and  hanging
creepers  between  2,000  m  and  2,400  m.  One  to  three
birds  were  regularly  recorded  below  Namling  from  2,000
m  to  2,200  m:  3 1  March  1 994  (Bishop  1 999c),  7  and  8
May  1996  (King  1996),  22  and  23  March  1997
(Redman  1997),  April  1997  (Bishop  1999c)  14,  15  and
18  April  1997  (King  1997),  7  April  1998  (King  1998),
11  April  1998  (Bishop  1999c,  Holt  1998),  18  April  1998
(Farrow  1998),  13  and  14  April  1999  (Holt  1999),  17
April  1999  (Farrow  1999),  28  January  2000  (Inskipp  et
al.  2000)  and  20-21  April  2000  (Farrow  2000a).  A  group
of  four  was  apparently  involved  in  a  territorial  dispute
at  2,200  m  in  May  2000  (Bishop  2000).  Five  were  seen
at  2,300  m  on  19  April  1997  (Farrow  1997).  Five  were
also  observed  near  Omdor  at  2,210-2,400  m  on  8
January  2000  (Inskipp  et  al.  2000).

Blue-naped  Pitta  Pitta  nipalensis  Near-threatened
species.  Rare,  probably  resident.  One  was  heard  in  the
park  below  Namling  at  1 ,820  m  on  14  April  1999  (Holt
1999)  and  on  19  April  1998  at  1,800  m  (Farrow  1998)
and  one  was  seen  in  the  park  in  November  1 999  (Yonzon

2000) .  One  was  seen  in  the  buffer  zone  near  Chulungbi

at  1,235  m  in  dense  moist  herbage  in  warm  broadleaved
forest  on  1 7  January  2000  (Inskipp  et  al.  2000)  and  two
were  recorded  in  the  buffer  zone  at  1 ,050  m  on  18  March
and  22  April  2000  (Farrow  2000a, b).

Long-billed  Thrush  Zoothera  monticola  Near-threatened
species.  Rare,  status  uncertain.  Singles  were  seen  near
Lingmethang  on  16  January  1995  (Dreyer  1995),  and
between  Yongkhala  and  Sengor  on  6  April  1998  (King
1998).

Rufous-breasted  Bush  Robin  Tarsiger  hyperythrus  Near-
threatened  species.  Frequent  winter  visitor  to  warm
broadleaved  and  cool  broadleaved  forests  between  990
m  and  2,500  m.  Six  were  seen  between  Lingmethang
and  Namling  on  18  January  1995  and  two  on  the
following  day  (King  1995);  two  between  Yongkhala  and
Namling  on  27  January  2000  and  two  at  Namling  on
28  January  2000  (Inskipp  et   al.   2000).   One  at
Gayzamchu  in  April  2000  (C.  Leahey  pers.  comm,  to
D.  Bishop).  In  the  buffer  zone  one  was  seen  near

Lingmethang  on  17  January  1995  (King  1995),  one  near
Chulungbi  at  1,130  m  on  15  January  2000,  four  near
Broksar  at  1,830  m  on  20  January,  three  between
Yunidrang  and  Ngala  Pang  on  22  January  and  two
between  Lingmethang  and  Saleng  in  the  Shongar  Chu
valley  on  26  January  (Inskipp  et  al.  2000).

Blue-fronted   Robin   Cinclidium   frontale   Near-
threatened  species.  Rare  and  local,  possibly  a  summer
visitor.  Recorded  from  March  to  early  May  in  cool
broadleaved  forests  between  1,850  m  and  2,400  m.  All
records  are  from  between  Yongkhala  and  Namling:  a
male  at  1,850  m  on  3  March  1994  and  a  pair  seen  at
almost  the  same  site  on  25  April  1997  (Bishop  1999c),
two  recorded  at  2,300  m  on  19  April  1997  (Farrow

1997)  ,   one   male   was   seen   and   another   heard   on   14   April

1998  (Holt  1998),  two  heard  at  2,300  m  and  2,500  m
on  1 8  April  1 998  (Farrow  1 998);  four  singing  on  2  May
1998  from  2,300  m  to  2,345  m  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp

1998)  ;   two   singing   males   on   14   April   1999   (Holt   1999),

three  at  2,400  m  on  14  April  and  two  at  2,200  m  on  17
April  1999  (Farrow  1999),  two  singing  on  19  April  2000
(Kazmierczak  and  Fisher  2000)  and  one  to  two  at  2,300
m  and  2,400  m  on  20  and  21  April  (Farrow  2000a).

Purple  Cochoa  Cochoa  purpurea  Near-threatened
species.  Rare,  recorded  in  April  in  warm  broadleaved
and  cool  broadleaved  forests  between  1,860  m  and  2,220
m.  A  pair  was  seen  between  Yongkhala  and  Namling  at
2,220  m  on  26  April  1997  (Bishop  1999c),  one  was
heard  above  Yongkhala  at  1,860  m  on  29  April  1998
(Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998);  one  was  seen  between
Yongkhala  and  Namling  in  April  1999  (Farrow  1999);
one  was  heard  below  Namling  on  13  April  1999  (Holt

1999)  ,   one   at   1,900   m   on   18   and   19   April   1999   (Farrow

1999)  and  one  on  18  April  2000  (Kazmierczak  and
Fisher  2000).

Beautiful  Nuthatch  Sitta  formosa  Globally  threatened
species.  Rare  and  local  in  warm  broadleaved  forest,
presumably  resident.  A  flock  of  21  was  seen  near
Thekpaling  at  1,900  m  on  29  January  1997  (Pradhan
1 997a)  and  a  flock  of  seven  in  the  same  area  on  23  April
1997  (Pradhan  1997b).

Yellow-vented  Warbler  Phylloscopus  cantator  Near-
threatened,  restricted-range  species.  Frequent,  possibly
a  summer  visitor;  recorded  from  March  to  early  May  in
warm  broadleaved  forest  between  800  m  and  1,840  m.
Regularly  recorded  between  Yongkhala  and  Namling:
in  April  1995  (Bishop  1995),  April  1996  (Bishop  1996,
Holt  1996),  March  1997  (Redman  1997),  April  1997
(Bishop  1997,  King  1997),  April  1998  (Bishop  1998,
Holt  1998,  King  1998),  April  and  May  1998  (Inskipp
and  Inskipp  1998),  April  1999  (Holt  1999),  May  1999
(Bishop  1999)  and  April  2000  (Kazmierczak  and  Fisher

2000)  .   More   frequently   recorded   between   Lingmethang

and  Yongkhala  in  the  buffer  zone  from  March  to  early
May  in  warm  broadleaved  forest  at  lower  altitudes
between  800  m  and  1,840  m  (many  observers).  The
highest  number  recorded  in  the  park  was  20  found  in
the  same  area  on  26  April  1998  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp
1998);  also  recorded  between  Thekpaling  and  Kheng
Shingkhar  in  April  1998  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998).
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Broad-billed  Warbler  Tickellia  hodgsoni  Restricted
range  species.  Uncommon  and  local,  probably  resident,
recorded  from  1,025  m  (January)  to  2,500  m  (early  May)
in  bamboo  in  warm  broadleaved  and  cool  broadleaved
forests.  It  was  seen  below  Namling  from  1,865  m  to
2,360  m  in  April  and  May:  one  on  7  May  1996  (King
1996),  one  on  22  March  1997  (Redman  1997),  one  on
14  and  15  April  1997  (King  1997),  four  on  19  April
1 997  (Farrow  1997),  three  on  6  and  7  April  1998  (King

1998) ,  singles  on  16  and  17  April  1998  (Farrow  1998),

two  on  30  April,  one  on  1  May  and  two  on  2  May  1998
(Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998),  one  on  14  April  1999  (Holt

1999) ,  three  on  16  April  1999  (Farrow  1999)  and  a  pair

in  early  May  1999  (Bishop  1999).  Several  pairs  and
individuals  singing  at  c.  2,500  m  in  April  2000  (Bishop
2000)  and  seven  on  20  April  2000  (Farrow  2000a).  Also
one  was  seen  at  Saleng  at  1,690  m  on  9  January  2000,
and  one  between  Saleng  and  Lingmethang  in  the
Shongar  Chu  valley  in  the  buffer  zone  at  1 ,025  m  on  1 2
January  2000  (Inskipp  et  al.  2000).

Slender-billed   Scimitar   Babbler   Xiphirhynchus
superciliaris  Near-threatened  species.  Uncommon
altitudinal  migrant.  Recorded  in  January  and  from
March  to  mid  May  between  1,700  m  and  2,940  m  in
warm  broadleaved,  cool  broadleaved,  fir  and  hemlock
forests;  favours  forest  with  a  well  developed  bamboo
understorey.  Up  to  four  birds  regularly  recorded  between
Sengor  and Yongkhala:  March  1994  (Bishop  1994),  April
1995  (Bishop  1995),  April  1996  (Bishop  1996),  April
1997  (Bishop  1997,  Farrow  1997),  April  1998  (Farrow

1998) ,   May  1998  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998),  April

1999  (Farrow  1999,  Holt  1999),  May  1999  (Bishop
1999)  and  April  2000  (Farrow  2000).  The  highest
number  recorded  was  three  pairs  in  April  1998  (Bishop
1998).  One  to  two  birds  were  also  recorded  between
Gayzamchu  and  Thekpaling  and  between  Gayzamchu
and  Ura  in  April  1 998  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1 998),  and
around  Omdor  and  Saleng  in  January  2000  (Inskipp  et
al.  2000).

Rufous-throated  Wren  Babbler  Spelaeornis  caudatus
Near-threatened   and   restricted-range   species.
Uncommon  and  local,  probably  resident  in  dense
thickets  in  gullies  in  cool  broadleaved  forest,  often
associated  with  several  very  large  rocks.  Up  to  four  birds
were  regularly  recorded  below  Namling  between  March
and  mid  May  from  1,800  m  to  2,200  m:  March  1994
and  April  1995  (Bishop  1999c),  April  1996  (Bishop
1999c),  18  April  1996  (Holt  1996),  8  May  1996  (King
1996),  22  March  1997  (Redman  1997),  April  1997
(Bishop  1997),  19-22  April  1997  (Farrow  1997),  6-8
April  1998  (King  1998),  1 5  April  1998  (Holt  1998),  18
and  19  April  1998  (Farrow  1998),  13-15  April  1999
(Holt  1999),  17- 18  April  1999  (Farrow  1999),  17  March
and  20-23  April  2000  (Farrow  2000a, b),  14-15  April
and  11-15  May  2000  (Bishop  2000).  A  maximum  of
seven  was  recorded  there  on  1 5  April  1997  (King  1997).

Spotted  Wren  Babbler  Spelaeornis  formosus  Near-
threatened  species.  Uncommon  and  probably  resident.
Recorded  in  March  and  April  in  dense  undergrowth  in
warm  broadleaved  forest  and  cool  broadleaved  forest,
often  near  a  stream,  from  1,000  m  to  2,270  m.  One  to
two  birds  were  regularly  recorded  between  Lingmethang

and  above  Yongkhala:  in  March  1994  (Bishop  1994),
April  1996  (Bishop  1996),  March  and  April  1997
(Bishop  1997,  Farrow  1997,  Redman  1997),  April  1998
(Farrow  1998),  April  1999  (Farrow  1999)  and  April
2000  (Kazmierczak  and  Fisher  2000).  Several  were
singing  there  from  14-16  April  and  13-16  May  2000
(Bishop  2000).  Also  one  to  two  birds  were  recorded
between   Gayzamchu   and   Thekpaling,   between
Thekpaling  and  Kheng  Shingkar  and  near  Kheng
Shingkhar  in  April  1998  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998).

Wedge-billed  Wren  Babbler  Sphenocichla  humei  Near-
threatened  and  restricted-range  species.  Rare  and  very
local.  A  flock  of  12  was  seen  in  the  buffer  zone  at
Chulungbi   on   15   January   2000   in   bamboo   in
broadleaved  forest  at  1,130  m  (Inskipp  et  al.  2000).

Black-headed  Shrike  Babbler  Pteruthius  rufiventer  Rare
and  local,  probably  resident  in  cool  broadleaved  forest.
One  was  seen  below  Namling  on  10  April  1998  at
2,300  m  (Bishop  1999c),  three  were  seen  in  the  same
area  at  2,390  m  on  28  January  2000  (Inskipp  et  al.  2000)
and  two  males  were  singing  at  2,500  m  and  2,700  m  on
1 1  May  (Bishop  2000).

H   oary-throated   Barwing   Actinodura   nipalensis
Restricted-range  species.   Uncommon  and  local;
probably  resident  in  cool  broadleaved  and  hemlock
forests;  recorded  in  January,  from  March  to  early  May
and  in  October  from  2,205  m  to  2,840  m.  Only  recorded
between  Sengor  and  Namling:  one  was  seen  in  October
1991  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1993),  two  in  March  1994
(Bishop  1994),  seen  in  April  1995  (Bishop  1995),  two
in  April  1997  (Farrow  1997),  one  in  April  1997  (King
1997),  four  in  April  1998  (King  1998)  and  singles  in
April  1998  (Bishop  1998,  Farrow  1998),  one  in  April
1999  (Farrow  1999)  and  two  in  April  2000  (Farrow
2000).  A  maximum  of  10  was  seen  on  5  January  2000
(Inskipp  et  al.  2000).

Yellow-throated   Fulvetta   Alcippe   cinerea   Near-
threatened  species.  Probably  resident;  recorded  in
January,  from  March  to  mid  May  and  October  in  warm
broadleaved  and  cool  broadleaved  forests  between
1,600  m  and  2,500  m.  Locally  fairly  common  between
Yongkhala  and  Namling  (many  observers).  Several
observed  collecting  and  carrying  nest  material  there  on
12  May  2000  (Bishop  2000).  Also  recorded  between
Thekpaling  and  Kheng  Shingkhar  and  around  Kheng
Shingkhar  in  April  1998  (Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998).  A
maximum  of  40  was  seen  between  Lingmethang  and
Yongkhala  on  19  January  1995  (King  1995).  One  was
seen  carrying  nest  material  between  Thekpaling  and
Kheng  Shingkhar  on  19  April  1998  at  1,740  m  (Inskipp
and  Inskipp  1998).

White-naped  Yuhina  Yuhina  bakeri  Restricted-range
species.  Probably  resident;  recorded  in  January  and  from
March  to  mid  May,  mainly  in  warm  broadleaved  forest
with  an  understorey  of  tall  bamboo,  also  in  cool
broadleaved  forest  from  1,005  m  to  2,030  m  (many
observers).  Generally  fairly  common,  but  common  in
theYunari  valley  in  the  buffer  zone  (Inskipp  et  al.  2000).
Regularly  recorded  between  Yongkhala  and  Namling;
also  recorded  between  Gayzamchu  and  Thekpaling  and
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between  Thekpaling  and  Kheng  Shingkhar  in  April  1 998
(Inskipp  and  Inskipp  1998),  between  Omdor  and  Saleng
and  below  Saleng  in  January  2000  (Inskipp  e r  al.  2000),
and  in  the  buffer  zone  in  the  Yunari  valley,  around
Broksar  and  Chulungbi  and  at  Gulibi  in  January  2000
(Inskipp  et  al.  2000).  A  maximum  of  80  was  seen  between
Lingmethang  and  Namling  on  18  January  1995  (King
1995).

Greater   Rufous-headed   Parrotbill   Paradoxornis
ruficeps  Near-threatened  species.  Very  local  and  probably
resident;  only  recorded  above  Yongkhala  where  fairly
common  in  a  narrow  altitudinal  belt  from  1,825  m  to
1,930  m  in  warm  broadleaved  forest  (many  observers).
Regularly  recorded  in  January,  from  March  to  early  May
and  in  October.  A  maximum  of  45  was  recorded  on  18
January  1995  (King  1995).

Table  1  Important  habitats  for  birds

*This  habitat  has  not  been  comprehensively  surveyed  and
the  figure  is  proportionally  low  compared  with  the  other
habitats

Warm  broadleaved  forest  was  found  to  support  the
highest  diversity  of  bird  species;  62%  of  species  recorded
in  the  park  were  found  there.  This  forest  type  was
important  for  birds  throughout  the  year,  supporting  the
highest  number  of  both  breeding  and  wintering  species.
Many  species  in  the  park  are  altitudinal  migrants
descending  to  winter  in  warm  broadleaved  forest.  The
warm  broadleaved  forests  around  and  below  Saleng
(1,270-1,700  m)  in  the  core  area  of  the  park  were  found
to  be  especially  rich  in  bird  species  and  numbers.  We
have  not  previously  seen  or  heard  of  such  bird  densities
in  Himalayan  forests.  Single  species  flocks  included  up
to  30  Green-tailed  Sunbirds  Aethopyga  nipalensis ,  100
Rufous  Sibias  Heterophasia  capistrata,  30  Black-faced
Warblers  Abroscopus  schisticeps  and  50WhiskeredYuhinas
Yuhina  flavicollis.

Cool  broadleaved  forest  was  found  to  be  less  diverse
in  bird  species,  but  also  valuable  for  birds  throughout
the  year.  Although  the  birds  in  this  forest  type  are  under¬
recorded,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  final  species  total  will
approach  that  found  in  warm  broadleaved  forest.  Fir
and  hemlock  forests  with  rhododendron  and  bamboo
were  found  to  be  the  richest  in  bird  species  at  higher
altitudes.  A  well-developed  bamboo  understorey  was
valuable  for  birds  in  all  forest  types,  supporting  rare
species  and  specialities  such  as  Chestnut-breasted
Partridge,  Satyr  Tragopan,  Broad-billed  Warbler,
Slender-billed  Scimitar  Babbler,  Wedge-billed  Wren
Babbler  and  parrotbills.  The  two  globally  threatened
species,   Rufous-necked   Hornbill   and   Beautiful
Nuthatch,  are  dependent  on  mature  trees,  and  the

hornbill  needs  fruiting  trees  throughout  the  year.
Forests  in  relatively  small  areas  in  the  park  have  been

cleared  to  make  way  for  agriculture,  pastures  and
villages,  the  latter  mainly  in  the  buffer  and  multi-use
zones.  Species  recorded  in  these  cleared  areas  were  either
only  found  in  these  habitats  or  frequently  recorded  there.
A  significant  number  of  other  species  were  occasionally
recorded  in  open  areas  (especially  below  1,850  m),  either
because  they  were  passing  through  these  habitats  from
one  forest  to  another,  or  because  they  temporarily  moved
from  adjacent  forest  to  feed  in  open  areas.  A  few  species
which  breed  in  forests,  notably  Plain-backed  Thrush
Zoothera  mollissima  and  Long-tailed  Thrush  Z.  dixoni
were  mainly  recorded  in  pastures  in  winter,  but  in  the
breeding  season  they  were  restricted  to  forests.  The
cleared  areas  support  a  far  lower  number  of  bird  species
than  forests,  especially  broadleaved  forests,  at  similar
altitudes,  although  birds  were  more  easily  located  in  open
areas.
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us  to  write  this  paper.  We  are  indebted  to  Sonam  Wangchuk,  Park
Manager,  and  Sangay  Dorji,  Park  Warden,  for  organizing  field  logis¬
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Nature  Conservation  Division,  B.  S.  Mongar  from  Bumthang  For¬
est  Services  Division  andTashi  our  cook.  Cl  andTI  greatly  appreci¬
ate  the  invitation  from  the  Nature  Conservation  Division  to  visit
Bhutan  in  1998  and  2000.  Special  thanks  go  to  the  WWF  Bhutan
Programme  for  both  funding  our  visits  and  the  avifauna-cum-train-
ing  surveys  of  the  park.  Finally,  we  are  grateful  to  the  following  people
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tional  Park:  David  Bishop  (Victor  Emanuel  Nature  Tours),  Niels
Dreyer,  Dave  Farrow  (Birdquest),  David  Fisher  (Sunbird),  Paul  Holt
(Sunbird),  Hannu  Jannes,  Rrys  Kazmierczak  (Sunbird),  Ben  King
(KingBird  Tours),  Rebecca  Pradhan  (Royal  Society  for  the  Protec¬
tion  of  Nature,  Bhutan),  Nigel  Redman,  and  Durga  Devi  Sharma
(Nature  Conservation  Division).
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Key  to  checklist
Bold  type  indicates  species  recorded  in  the  core  area  of  the  park;  the  other  species  were  recorded  only  in  the  buffer  zone.

r  resident
s  summer  visitor
w  winter  visitor
m  passage  migrant
?  status  uncertain
1  locally

1  common
2  fairly  common
3  frequent
4  uncommon
5  rare

Habitats:
CB  Cool  broadleaved  forest
F  Fir  forest
H  Hemlock/rhododendron  forest
A  Agriculture/pasture/around  habitation
W  Wetlands
WB  Warm  broadleaved  forest
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