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A  NEW  OCTOMERIA  FROM

SPANISH  HONDURAS

KY
Oakes  Amks

Among  orchids  recently  collected  in  Honduras  by

Mr.  J.  B.  Edwards  a  new  species  of  Octomeria  has  been

recognized.  There  are  no  close  allies  of  this  species  among
the  Octomerias  recorded  as  natives  of  Central  America.

It  is  in  habit  similar  to  the  Brazilian  ().  brcvifol'm  Cogn.
from  which  it  differs  in  the  size  and  form  of  the  labellum.

From  dried  specimens  it  appears  to  belong  to  the  section

of  the  genus  characterized  by  semiterete  leaves.

Octomeria  hondurensis  Ames*  sp.  nav.  Herba

epiphytica,  parva.  caespitosa,  caulibus  gracilibus  tereti-
usculis.  Folium  subcylindraceum,  leviter  arcuatum,valde

carnosum.  Flores  satis  numerosi,densiusculi,  fasciculati.

Sepala  oblongo-lanceolata,  subacuta,  trinervia.  Petala
similia.  Labellum  distincte  trilobatum;  lobis  lateralibus

erectis  ;  lobo  medio  oblongo,  a])ice  tridentato  ;  disco  prope

basim  bicarinato.  Columna  generis.

Epiphytic  herb  about  10  cm.  high.  Stems  caespitose,

terete,  8-u  cm.  long,  several  -jointed,  with  fibrous  remains

of  sheaths  adhering  near  the  base,  monophyllous,  about

1  mm.  in  diameter  when  dried.  Leaf  about  2.5  cm.  long,

about  1  mm.  in  diameter,  semiterete,  acute,  lightly  sul-
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eate  above,  much  exceeding  the  inflorescence.  Peduncles

5  mm.  long,  fasciculate,  in  the  axil  of  the  leaf,  subtended

by  closely  appressed  sheaths.  Flowers  opening  in  succes-

sion,  only  one  present  at  a  time.  Lateral  sepals  spreading,

4..  5  mm.  long,  2  mm.  wide,  oblong-lanceolate,  acute  or

subacute,  8-nerved.  Dorsal  sepal  similar.  Petals  4  mm.

long,  1.5  mm.  wide,  oblong-lanceolate,  subacute,  8-

nerved.  Label  I  uni  8  mm.  long,  8-lobed  ;  lateral  lobes  1.5

mm.  long,  .5  mm.  wide,  erect  and  porrect,  falcate,  sub-

acute  or  obtuse:  middle  lobe  2  mm.  lone,  "2  mm.  wide,

quadrate-oblong,  tridentate  at  the  apex  with  the  lateral
teeth  rounded  and  the  middle  one  acute;  dise  bicarinate

at  base.  Column  prod  need  at  base  forming  a  distinct  foot,

about  1.5  mm.  long,

Republic  ok  Honduras,  Department  of  Cortex,  El  Jaral,  Lake
Yojoa.  Epiphyte  in  dense  tropical  forest,  2,000  feet  altitude.  Sepals,
petals  and  lip  lemon  yellow  :  column  white.  October  29,  1982.  J.  II.
Edwards  304.  (Type  in  Herb.  Ames  No.  39043).

Illustration:  Plant  drawn  natural  size  from  dried  specimens.
Flower  much  enlarged  (at  right).  Lahellum  much  enlarged  (at  left).

THE  HONDURAN  SPECIES  OF  LEPANTHES

BY
Oakbs  Ames

Three  species  of  Lepanthes  are  now  known  to  be

natives  of  the  Republic  of  Honduras;  />.  hondurenms

Ames,  published  in  1981,  L.  turicdvae  Reichb.f.,  recently

collected  by  .1.  IS.  Edwards:  and  /,.  FJdxvardsii,  which
is  described  below

Lepanthes  hondurensis  Ames  in  Proc.  Biol.  Soc.

Wash.  44  (11)81)  48.  This  species  is  related  to  L.  apperi-

diculata  Ames,  a  Guatemalan  plant,  but  is  larger  with
differences  in  the  structure  of  the  lahellum.  The  flowers
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