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volume  of  his  works,  appeared  in  1764,  which  he  de¬

dicated  to  EarlFERRERS,  (then  Captain  Shirley)  as

an  acknowledgment  for  his  kind  affiftance  in  contri¬

buting  a  great  number  of  birds  intended  for  Madam

Pompadour,  and  taken  by  the  Captain  in  a  French

Prize.  This  part  contains  eighty  five  different  fub-

jedts,  defigned,  engraved,  and  coloured  after  nature,

on  fifty  two  plates.

Thus  our  Author,  after  a  long  feries  of  years,  the

rnoft  ftudious  application,  and  the  moft  extenfive  cor-

refpondence  to  every  quarter  of  the  world,  concluded

a  work  which  contains,  engravings  and  defcriptions

of  more  than  fix  hundred  fubjedls  in  Natural  Hiftory,

not  before  defcribed  or  delineated.  He  like  wife  ad¬

ded  a  generical  Index  in  French  and  Englifh,  which  is

now  perfectly  compleated  with  the  Unnrean  names,

by  that  great  Naturalift  LinN  iE.us  hitnfelf,  who

frequently  honoured  him  with  his  friendfliip  and  cor-

refpondence

Upon

*  The  following  letter  bears  the  ftrongeit  teftimony  of  the  high  efleem
the  great  Profelfor  had  for  Mr.  Edwards,  as  well  as  friendfhip  for  his
own  pupil  the  ingenious  Dr.  Solander  :

Viro  nobiliflimo  Domino  G.  Edward  0,  Ornithologyfummo,
f.  p  .  d.  Car.  Linn^s  us  ,  Eques  .

(i  Has  tibi,  vir  nobiliffime,  traditurus  literas  D.  Dan.  Solander*
u  meus  totus  eft;  hie  in  animum  induxit  Angliam  adire,  ut  in  natune

cognitions
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Upon  finilhing  the  work,  we  find  the  following

declaration,  or  rather  remarkable  petition  of  the

author,

**  cognitione  prdftciat  apud  nobilifiimos  Anglos,  apud  quos  hasc  fcientia
**  hodie  unice  floret.  Imprimis  vero  tua  authoritas  eum  allicuit,  quifum-
“  mum  fuum  habet  obledtamentum  in  animalium  hiftoria.  Eft  imbutus

“  varia  cognitione  zoologica,  fed  ut  verum  fateor  minus  in  ornithologicis
verfatus,  quarn  in  reliquis  partibus-:  te  itaque  praeceptorem  colere  avi-

“  diflimus  eft.  Fac  pro  tua  in  me  amicitia  quantum  poteris,  ut  in  his
“  proficiat;  ego  fpondeo  eum  efle  et  fore  moribus  honeftiflimis,  anima
“  candidiflima  gratiflima  et  ingenio  acutiflimo  ;  et.nifl  me  omnia  failent,
<s  poft  noftra.fata,  aliquando  fummus  hiftoricus  naturalis  per  Europam,
“  modo  D.  T.  O.  ipfi  vitam  largiatur,  pro  ut  ipft  dederit  voluptatem  guft
“  tandi  has  delicias.  In  noftra  patria  deficiunt  naturse  gazse;  ipfa  urbs
“  Londinenfts,  fola  featet  pluribus  quam  tota  Europa.  Si  te  benefadtorem
“  et  Msecenatem  obtineat,  facile  ipfi  oftendas  pleraque  eorum,  quas  apud
“  voftrates  occurrunt.  Plantas,  etinfedla,  et  conchilia  plura  novit;  idearn
<e  fcientiac  haufit;  mentis  acumine  pollet,  ut  aptus  fit  difcipulus.  Si  a-
“  liquando  quis  veftratum  ad  me  perveniat,  omnia  ipfi  tua  commendatione
te  prseftabo,  quae  huic  prasftas  :  fci'as  enim  omnia  officia  quse  in  hunc  con-
“  feras,  in  me  collata  efle  et  tamque  in  filium  proprium.  Mififtem  lu-
<c  bentiftime  cum  eo  aliquot  exuvias  avium,  fed  profedtus  equo  nequit
<e  ulla  ratione  falvas  fecum  ducere.  Qui  te  videre  nequeo  quotidie
*  £  imaginem  tuam  in  pariete  fufpenfam  intueor  gratiflima  mente,  quod
“  tarn  pulchras  nature  gazas  oculis  mortalium  expofuifti  primus  et  facile
"  unicus.  Nullus  certe  adhuc  prasftitit  quod  tu  in  pulcherrimis  omnium
“  avibus  ;  nullus  facile  praeftabitin  pofterum  fimileopus  ;  lsetor  quod  hasc
sc  potui  propriis  intueri  oculis.—Servet  te  Deus  in  ornamentum  artis..

Dabam  Upfalicz  ,  1759,  c.  12  Apr  ills.

“  Quaefo  commendes  meum  Solandrum  apud  D.  D.  Russel,  cui
“  devotiflima  mea  dicas.—Utinam  etiam  pofles  eum  commendere  apud
“  profedtos  mufei  Sloanei,  ut  videret  Paradifum  illud  terreftre.”

In
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author,  where  he  feems  afraid  that  his  paffions  for

his  favourite  fubjedt  of  Natural  Hiflory,  fhould  get

the  better  of  nobler  pur  kbits,  viz.  the  contempla*

lion  of  his  Maker.

4  4  My  petition  to  God  (if  petitions  to  God  are  not

44  prefumptuous)  is,  that  he  would  remove  from  me

66  all  defire  of  purfuing  Natural  Hiflory,  or  any  o-

64  therfludy;  and  xnfpire  me  with  as  much  know*

44  ledge  of  his  divine  nature  as  my  imperfect  flate  is

64  capable  off;  that  I  may  conduct  rnyfelf,  for  the

44  remainer  of  my  days,  in  a  manner  moil  agree*

64  able  to  his  will,  which  mull  confequently  be  mofl

64  happy  to  rnyfelf.  What  my  condition  may  be  in

44  futurity  is  known  only  to  the  wife  difpofer  of  all

44  things  ;  yet  my  prefent  defires  are  (perhaps  vain

E  44  and

In  a  fubfequent  letter  is  the  following  remarkable  pafiage  ;

Amico  Snicer  o  Do  .  Ed  war  do.

i  f.  p.  d.  Car.  'Linn^us.

—“  Gratulor  tibi  de  tot  pulchris,  tamque  infinitis  avibus  rarifiimis,  quot
“  nullus  umquam  detexit  nec  umquam  detegat,  minus  umquam  tarn  vivede
“  delineabit,  in  quibus-nil  deficit  nifi  cantus  :  has  tamen  decantabunt  no-
ki  men,  famamque  tuam,  tamdiu  aves  exiftant,  et  cum  ii$  homines.  Tu
“  per  has  feculi  nofiiri  ornamentum  immortale  evafifli.  Vive  diu  felix,  et
“  me  inter  finceros  tuos  cultores,  numera.  Saluta  amicos  rmos  omnes  ad
**  fingulos  honeflifiimos  Anglos  naturae  cultores.”

Up  folia,  1764,  d.  13  April,
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