EASTERN RANGE EXTENSION FOR MORETHIA
RUFICAUDA COURTESY OF A CAT STOMACH.
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Identitication of mammalian remains [rom predator pellets
and scats has provided valuable information an the
distributions of many species. Smith (1977} identified 14
species of native mammuls that fiad pot been previously
recorded in the Flinders Ranges of South Australia from owl
pellet deposits found in caves. More recently. analysis of
carnivore seats led 1o a number of significant range extensions
of species that are rare and/or difficull o detect using
conventional fauna cenusing techniques (for example Meck
& Triggs, 1997 and references within),

Such techniques have not been as successiul for reptiles.
which usually lack the hard body parts required for
identification following passage through the gut of a predater.
Siomach contents of predators, however, ofler a better chance
ol identificing replile remains (o species level, Probably the
best known result from this type of” sampling was the
rediscovery ol the Adelaide pygmy blug-tongue ( Tiligua
velelaidensis) from the stomach of an eastern brown snaoke
(Psevidonafa rexilis) in 1992 (Armstrong & Reid, 1992). This
hote reports @ consideruble range extension for Merethia
ruficavca Tallowing the identification of this species from the
stomach of a feral cat from Diamanting Lakes National Park
in far-western Queensland.

The skink remains (hindhody, pelvie region and tail base)
were found in the stomach of 2 male cat shot by the Park
Ranger during the day al the Diumantina Gatey (23°42'S,
141°08°E)onthe 14th June 1994, ['he remains were identified
on the combingtion of size and colouration, particularly the
width, inensity and position of the pale dorsolatéral stripes,
and the reddish 1a1l base (OM J03647). The seasonally dry
shrublands and stony hills ol the Hamilton Range that the
Diagmantina River cuts at the Diamantina Gate is very similar
h;:;g'—i preferred habitar of M rugicandi described by Cogger
(1992).

Cogger (1992) lists the distribution of M ruficanda as the
northWestern section ol the continen, from west of the
Northern Territory/Queensland border, extending (o the
Western Australian coast and north 1o the Northern Territory
coast, More recently, M. ruficannda was recorded in the
spinifex dunefields of the northem Simpson Desert (23°46°S,
138°28°E) in western Queensland (Downey & Dickman,
1993), and from Lawn Hill National Park in far northwestern
Queensland (18°35°S, 138735°F) (MeKay & Clarke, 1999),
No voucher specimens were collected from these sites. A
number of M. ruficaudirwerd also previously abserved on the
limestone ridges at the Riversleigh fossil site ( 75km southeust
ol Lawn Hill National Park) in May 1987 (P. Couper. pers.
comm. ). A voucher specinten of this species from Riversleigh
(20km northwest of the homestead) was colleeted in May
1989, but has only recently been lodged with the Queensland
museum (QM J71441).
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MeFarland (1992) failed w uncover any further records of
this species in an exiensive review of histarigal information
on the fauna of the Channel Country bieregion of
southwestern Queensland. Our record extends the known
range of this species by approximately 270km in an casterly
direction from the Simpson Desert record and over 600km Ly
the southeas! from the Lawn Hill National Park observation,

A review of cat diets by Dickman (1996) found that
repliles were relatively common dietary items during summer
especially in drier areas. Cats tend wo prey mostly on nocturnal
species and dragons, which reflects their pocturnal hunting
habits, However, under the dry conditions experienced in the
Diamanling region during 1994, cats were commonly seen
hunting on mild winter days. This type of behaviour was not
observed in the subsequent years ofthe study when conditions
improved and staple prev species were more abundant (K.
Palmer, pers. obs). Thus, it 18 not surprising that cat stomachs
cnlli;luu:d during 1994 contained a large number of diurnal
repliles.
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