
PLOTUS  MELANOGASTER.

Character  Genericus.

Rojtrum  redtum,  acuminatum,  denticulatum.

Facies  mentumque  nuda.

Pedes  breves,  palmati,  omnibus  digitis  connexis.

Lin.  Syji.  Nat.  Gmel.  p.  580.

Character  Specificus,  &c.

PLOTUS  fupra  albo  lineatus,  abdomine  nigro.

PLOTUS  melanogafter.  PL  capite  laevi,  abdomine

nigro.
Lath.  ind.  orn.  p.  895.

Lin.  Syji.  Nat.  Gmel.  p.  580.

AN  MING  A  melanogafter.

Penn  1  .  Zool.  Ind.  p.  22.  t.  12.

Varias  India;  partes  incolit  haec  avis,  fluviorum

praecipue  amatrix,  ramis  infidens  fuper  aquas  pro-
minentibus,  unde  longum  collum  in  pifciculos,  alia-

que  quae  prsedari  folet,  ejaculatur.  Redtricum  tota

longitude  quaft  crenata  videtur  ftriis  plurimis  tranf-

veiTe  impreflis.  Magnitudo  avis  eadem  fere  eft  atque

Pelecani  Graculi  Linnaei.
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THE

BLACK-BELLIED  DARTER.

I
Generic  Character.

Bill  long,  ftrait,  (harp-pointed.

Nojlri/s  long  and  narrow,  near  the  bale  of  the  bill.

.Legs  (hort:  toes  four  :  all  united  by  a  web.

Specific  Character,  &c.

DARTER  with  the  body  flreaked  with  white

above;  the  abdomen  entirely  black.

Black-bellied  DARTER.

Lath.  fyn.  6.  p.  624.

ANHINGA  de  Cayenne.

PI.  enl.  959.

This  bird  is  a  native  of  various  parts  of  India,

where  it  chiefly  frequents  rivers  ;  generally  fitting

on  branches  which  clofely  overhang  the  water;  from

time  to  time  darting  down  its  long  neck  in  order  to
feize  the  fmaller  fifhes  and  other  animals  on  which

it  preys.  The  tail  feathers  are  marked  throughout

their  whole  length  by  a  great  number  of  tranfverfe

undulations  or  furrows.  The  fize  of  this  fpecies  is

nearly  equal  to  that  of  a  fhag.
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