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TYPE  SPECIMENS  OF  SCHLECHTER’S  NAMES  IN

ORCHIDACEAE  AT  THE  CONSERVATOIRE  ET  JARDIN

BOTANIQUES,  GENEVE.

D.  F.  Blaxell

(A ccepted 15.7.1977)

ABSTRACT

Blaxell,  D.  F.  (National  Herbarium  of  New  South  Wales,  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  Sydney,
Australia 2000) 1978. Type specimens of Schlechter's names in Orchidaceae at the Conservatoire
etJardin Botaniques, Gendve. Telopea I (5): 359-363 —In the Geneva Herbarium most specimens
of  Orchidaceae  collected  by  Rudolf  Schlechtcr  in  Asia  and  Africa  between  1898  and  1910  are
Types.

INTRODUCTION

In  previous  papers  (Blaxell  1973,  1975)  I  listed  some  266  Isotypes  and  Isosyntypes
of  Schlechter’s  published  names  of  orchids  from  various  countries.  Whilst  holding
the  position  of  Australian  Botanical  Liaison  Oflicer  at  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,
Kew,  in  1974-75  1  examined  collections  by  Schlechter  in  other  herbaria  and  checked
them  for  Type  status.  The  following  list  is  for  Geneva  (G)  and  comprises  names  in
the  larger  genera  only,  since  shortage  of  time  necessitated  a  selection  of  genera  for
examination.

Schlechter  apparently  distributed  many  duplicates  of  each  of  his  numbers  of
Orchidaceae,  resulting  in  quite  rich  accumulations  of  Isotypes  and  Isosyntypes  in
many  of  the  world’s  herbaria.  Since  the  Holotypes  were  destroyed  in  Berlin  in
1943,  these  duplicate  specimens  are  of  importance  in  current  taxonomic  studies  of
Asian  and  African  orchids.  1  have  not  attempted  to  lectotypify  any  of  Schlechter  s
names  as  that  requires  more  detailed  study  of  all  the  duplicates.  I  am  only  listing
specimens  and  indicating  their  location  and  status.

The  Table  format  follows  that  of  the  previous  papers,  except  for  the  omission
of  places  of  publication  in  this  listing.  These  can  be  obtained  readily  from  Index
Kewensis.

It  should  be  noted  that  the  majority  of  specimens  listed  here  are  ex  “Herb.
Delessert.’’  Also,  the  collector’s  number  on  some  of  the  original  labels  has  been
written  over  in  an  apparent  attempt  to  render  it  more  legible,  but  this  has  resulted
in  a  greater  degree  of  illegibility  than  the  original!

I  wish  to  thank  the  Director  of  the  Conservatoire  et  Jardin  Botaniques,  Professor
Jacques  Miege,  for  allowing  me  to  examine  the  extensive  collections  held  there,  and
also  Miss  Adelaide  Stork  for  her  kind  assistance  in  the  Herbarium.
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