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THE

JACULATOR,

O  R

SHOOTING  FISH.

Generic  Character.

Teeth  (generally)  fetaceous,  fmall,  and  very  nu¬

merous.

Body  commonly  fafciated  tranfverfely.  Dorfal

and  anal  Fins  flefhy  and  fcaly  toward  the

bafe.

Specific  Character.

WHITISH  CHHLTODON,  with  nine  fpines

and  an  ocellated  fpot  on  the  dorfal  fin,  and

a  lengthened  fubcylindric  fnout.

The  fifh  here  reprefented  in  its  natural  fize,  is  a  na¬

tive  of  India,  where  it  inhabits  rivers,  efpecially  where

the  water,  from  its  nearnefs  to  the  fea,  is  a  little  brack-

ilh.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  very  extraordinary  man¬

ner  in  which  it  takes  its  prey.  It  principally  feeds  on

flies  and  other  infedts  which  hover  over  the  waters.

When  it  obferves  one  of  thefe  in  its  paffige,  it  fhoots

again!!  it  from  its  tubular  fnout  a  drop  of  water,  w'ith

fo  much  force,  and  with  fo  fure  an  aim  as  generally  to

lay  it  dead  on  the  furface.  In  the  fame  manner  it
fhoots



fhoots  at  fuch  infers  as  happen  to  be  fitting  on  the

tops  of  plants  and  other  projecting  objedts  near  the

banks.  In  fhooting  at,  a  fitting  infedt  it  commonly  ap¬

proaches  to  the  diftance  of  from  fix  to  four  feet  before

it  explodes  the  water.

When  kept  in  a  ftate  of  confinement  in  a  large  ba-

fon  of  water,  thefe  fifh  afford  a  high  entertainment,  by

their  dexterity  in  this  exercife.  If  a  Hy  or  other  infedt

be  fattened  on  the  edge  of  the  veflel,  the  fifh  inffantly

perceive  it,  and,  as  if  contending  for  the  prize,  con¬

tinue  to  fhoot  at  it,  with  fuch  admirable  fkill  as  fcarce

ever  to  mifs  their  mark.

The  color  of  this  fifh  is  whitifh,  or  very  pa  le  brown,

with  (commonly)  four  or  five  blackifh  fafcize  running

acrofs  the  body.  The  eyes  are  very  large.  On  the

lower  part  of  the  dorfal  fin  is  a  very  remarkable  large

black  ocellated  fpot,  furrounded  by  a  circle  of  a  lighter

color.  The  fnout  is  finely  calculated  for  the  power  of

exploding  water  from  it.  The  trivial  name  of  Roftra-

tus,  which  Linnaeus  applied  to  this  fifh,  being  notfuf-

ficiently  diftin&ive  of  the  fpecies,  but  applying  with

perhaps  equal  propriety  to  fome  others  of  the  genus,

I  have  prefumed  to  fubftitute  that  of  Enceladus.

,  I  think  it  necefiary  to  obferve  that  it  is  not  improba¬

ble  that  the  faculty  of  darting  or  fhooting  water  from

the  fnout  may  not  be  ablolutely  peculiar  to  the  fifh

above-defcribed,  but  may  perhaps  take  place  in  two  or

three  other  fpecies.
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