PAPILIO ATALANTA.
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Antenne apicem verfus crafliores, {@pius clavato-
capitate,

Alz ({edentis) erectee {urfumque conniventes (vo-
latu diurno.)

Lin. Syff. Nat. p. 744.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, &e.
PAPILIO alis dentatis nigris albo maculatis: fal-
cia communi purpurea: primoribus utrinque,
pofterioribus marginali.
Lin. Syf. Nat. p. 77Q:
Nymphales phalerat:.

PAPILIO tetrapus ; alis denticulatis nigris albo-
maculatis : omnibus fafcia arcuata coccinea.

Line Baur, idwec. 1. By 775

Mouff. p. 100. f. 3. 4.
Mer: europ. 2. p. 41. t. g1,
Wearhs i, A Tl

Degeer. inf. 1. t. 22. 1. 5.

In formofiflimis, quotquot generat Britannia, 1n-

{ectis habendus Papilio Atalanta ex eruca oritur,
qua



qua plerumque urticae vulgaris, cui infidere folet,
folia depafcitur. . In pupam feu chryfalidem menfe
Julio et Augufto ut plurimum convertitur, e qua,
dicbus fedecim feu octodecim erumpit papilio.

Pleraque infecta lepidoptera fimul atque e chry-
{alide liberantur, vel cum primz fe fuge commife-
rint, guttas aliquot liquoris cujufdam colorati, ut
plurimum magis minufve rubri, folent emittere.
Hoc in pluribus fpecicbus communibus {epifiime
cernitur, in papilione fcilicet urticee, Atalanta, Po-
lychloro, reliquifque; et ut taceam fimile quiddam
velle naturam in ceteris animalibus recens natis,
dignum eft ut pracipue notetur, cum optime ex-
plicet phenomenon non modo antiquis temporibus
{ed et recentiorbus prodigii loco habitum; gutta-
rum nempe {anguinearum ab acre defcenfum, quem
memorant varil {criptores, Ovidius precipue inter
portenta que, trucidato Cefare, Romanorum ani-
mos turbarunt.

¢ Sape faces vife mediis ardere fub aftris:
“¢ Swxpe inter nimbos gutta cecidere cruentz.”

Rem miram, que diu crux erat philofophorum, ve-.
rifimiliter explicaffe primus videtur celeberrimus
Peirefcius, qui in Gallia anno millefimo fexcentefi-
mo octavo. {uis oculis phanomeni veftigia exami-
navit, fibique perfuafiffiimum habuit proveniffe gut-
tulas rubras e papilionis fpecie, papilione fortafle
urticee id temporis prater folitum abundante, pree-
cipue prope loca ubi nimbus cruentatus ceciderat.
In hanc fententiam ivit Swammerdamus, qui tamen

non evron7ys fuille videtur. Eo me magis de hac
re



re recte intelligenda {olicitum fentio, quod noverim
auctorem, cujus nomen me jam effugit, non modo
de caufa hujufmodi imbris fed et de ipfo imbre om-
nino dubitalle. Satis tamen probavit Peirefcius
oculatus teftis revera deveniffe a papilionibus cir-
cumvolitantibus humorem pradictum quafi fan-
guine rubentem; cumque de eo fententiam firma-
verit accuratifimi Swammerdami judicium, vix
poffit dubitari quin peritiffimo rum horum homi-
num fagacitas rem dificillimam acu tetigerit.
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GENERIC CHARACTER.

Antenne or Horns thickening towards the upper
part, and generally terminating in a knob,
or club-thaped tip.

Wings (when fitting) erect, .and meeting upwards.
( Flight diurnal.)

SPECIFIC CHARACTER, &c.
BLACK BUTTERFLY f{potted with white :

the upper wings marked by a tranfverfe, the
lower by a marginal band of crimf{on.

THE ADMIRABLE BUTTERFLY.
Harris. Aur. t. 6. f. a—h.

THE ADMIRAL BUTTERFLY.
Albin. t. 3.

The Papilio Atalanta is one of the moft beautiful
of the Britith infedts, and proceeds from a cater-
pillar which feeds on the leaves of the common
nettle. It generally changes to a chryfalis in the

month of July or Auguft; from which, in about
‘ the
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the fpace of fixteen or eighteen days, emerges the
complete infect.

The papilionaceous infects in general, foon after
their enlargement from the chryfalis, and commonly
during the firft flight they take, difcharge fome
drops of a coloured fluid, which in many fpecies is
of a red, more or lefs intenfe. This may be fre-
quently obferved in fome of the moft common {pe-
cies, as the P: urticee, Atalanta, Polychloros, &c.
and is a circumftance which, exclufive of its ana-
logy to the fame procefs of nature in other animals,
is peculiarly worthy of attention from the explana-
tion which it affords of a phenomenon fometimes
confidered both in ancient and modern times in the
light of a prodigy, viz. the defcent of red drops
from the air, which has been called a fhower of
blood: an event recorded by feveral writers, and
particularly commemorated by Ovid amongft the
prodigies which took place after the death of the

great dictator.

¢ Sxpe faces vifz mediis ardere fub aftris :
¢¢ Sgpe inter nimbos guttx cecidere cruente.”

With threat’ning figns the low’ring fkies were fill'd,
And fanguine drops from murky clouds diftill’d.

This highly rational clucidation of a phenome-
non, at firft view fo inexplicable, feems to have
been firft propofed by the celebrated Peirefc, who
with his own cyes obferved the veftiges of an ap-
pearance of this kind in France in the year 1608,

and was clearly convinced of its real origin, viz.
the



the difcharge above mentioned, proceeding from a
{pecies of butterfly, probably the P: urtice, which
happened during that feafon to be uncommonly
plentiful in the particular diftri¢t where the phe-
nomenon was obferved. The fame idea was alfo
entertained by Swammerdam, though he does not
appear to have verified it from his own obfervations.

I am the more particular on this fubje&, as [
have feen in fome author, whofe name I do not at
prefent recollect, this folution, and even the ap-
peararice itfelf, regarded as in the higheft degree
improbable: but the ocular atteftation of {fo emi-
nent a character as Peirefc, and the full perfuafion
of a reafoner like Swammerdam, are furely fufficient
to eftablith not only the credibility, but the cer-
tainty, both of the phenomenon itfelf and its ex-
plication.
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