38 : HARLAN’S BUZZARD.

brown; larger lighter brown, tipped with white. Primary quills blackish-
brown; secondaries lighter, tipped with brownish-white; all barred with
blackish. Upper tail-coverts whitish, barred with brown, and yellowish-red
in the middle. Tail bright yellowish-red, tipped with whitish, and having a
narrow bar of black near the end. Lower parts brownish-white; the fore
part of the breast and neck light yellowish-red, the former marked with
guttiform, somewhat sagittate brown spots: abdomen and chin white; feathers
of the leg and tarsus pale reddish-yellow, those on the outside indistinctly
spotted.

Length 20L inches; extent of wings 46; bill along the back 11, along the
gap 2; tarsus 3%, middle toe 23. Wings when closed reaching to within two
inches of the tip of the tail.

Adult Female.

The female, which is considerably larger, agrees with the male in the
general distribution of its colouring. The upper parts are darker, and the
under parts nearly white, there being only a few narrow streaks on the sides
of the breast; the tibial and tarsal feathers as in the male. The tail is of a
duller red, and wants the black bar.

Length 24 inches.

HARLAN'S BUZZARD.
Bureo Harvany, Aud.
PLATE VIII.—Mare aNxp FEMALE.

Long before I discovered this fine Hawk, I was anxious to have an oppor-
tunity of honouring some new species of the feathered tribe with the name
of my excellent friend Dr. Ricuarp Harraw, of Philadelphia. This I might
have done sooner, had I not waited until a species should occur, which in its
size and importance should bear some proportion to my gratitude toward
that learned and accomplished friend.

The Hawks now before you were discovered near St. Francisville, in
Louisiana, during my late sojourn in that State, and had bred in the neigh-
bourhood of the place where I procured them, for two seasons, although they
had always eluded my search, until, at last, as I was crossing a large cotton
field, one afternoon, I saw the female represented in the Plate standing
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perched on the top of a high belted tree in an erect and commanding attitude.
It looked so like the Black Hawk (Falco niger) of WiLson, that I appre-
hended what I had heard respecting it might prove incorrect. I approached
it, however, when, as if it suspected my evil intentions, it flew off, but after
at first sailing as if with the view of escaping from me, passed over my head,
when I shot at it, and brought it winged to the ground. No sooner had I
inspected its eye, its bill, and particularly its naked legs, than I felt assured
that it was, as had been represented by those persons who had spoken to me
of its exploits, a new species. I drew it whilst alive; but my intentions of
preserving it and carrying it to England as a present to the Zoological Socie-
ty were frustrated by its refusing food. It died in a few days, when I pre-
served its skin, which, along with those of other rare birds, I have since
given to the British Museum, through my friend J. G. CaiLpren, Esq. of
that institution.

A few days afterwards I saw the male bird perched on the same tree, but
was unable to approach him so long as I had a gun, although he frequently
allowed me and my wife to pass close to the foot of the tree when we were
on horseback and unarmed. I followed it in vain for nearly a fortnight,
from one field to another, and from tree to tree, until our physician, Dr.
Joux B. HereFoRrD, knowing my great desire to obtain it, shot it in the
wing with a rifle ball, and sent it alive to me. It was still wilder than the
female, erected the whole of the feathers of its head, opened its bill, and was
ever ready to strike with its talons at any object brought near it. I made
my drawing of the male also while still alive.

This species, although considerably smaller than the Red-tailed Hawk, to
which it is allied, is superior to it in flight and daring. Its flight is rapid,
greatly protracted, and so powerful as to enable it to seize its prey with ap-
parent ease, or effect its escape from its stronger antagonist, the Red-tail,
which pursues it on all occasions.

The Black Warrior has been seen to pounce on a fowl, kill it almost in-
stantly, and afterwards drag it along the ground for several hundred yards,
when it would conceal it, and return to feed upon it in security. It was not
observed to fall on Hares or Squirrels, but at all times evinced a marked
preference for common Poultry, Partridges, and the smaller species of Wild
Duck.

I was told that the young birds appeared to be of a leaden-gray colour at a
distance, but at the approach of winter became as dark as the parents. None
of them were to be seen at the time when I procured the latter. Of its nest
or eggs nothing is yet known. My friends Messrs. Jounson and CARPEN-
TER frequently spoke of this Hawk to me immediately after my return to
Louisiana from Europe, which took place in November 1829.



- 49 RED-SHOULDERED BUZZARD.
Farco Harnant, Aud. Birds of America, pl. 136.

Plumage compact, feathers of the head and neck short and rounded, tibial
feathers elongated and loose at the tips. Wings long; first quill short, fourth
longest, third and fifth equal, the first primaries cut out on the inner web
towards the end. Tail longish, ample, of twelve broad, rounded feathers.

Bill light blue, black towards the end; cere and angles of the mouth yel-
lowish-green. Iris light ycllowish-brown. Feet dull greenish-yellow, claws
black.

The general colour of the plumage is deep chocolate-brown, the under
parts lighter, the feathers there being margined with light brown. Tail
lighter than the back, and rather narrowly barred with brownish-black, the
tips brownish-red. Under wing-coverts whitish, spotted with deep brown.

Length 21 inches; extent of wings 45; bill along the back 14, along the

gap, from the tip of the lower mandible, 11; tarsus 1.

RED-SHOULDERED BUZZARD.
““Bureo LixeaTus, Gmel.
PLATE IX.—Mare anp FEMALE.

The Red-shouldered Hawk, although dispersed over the greater part of
the United States, is rarely observed in the Middle Districts, where, on the
contrary, the Winter Falcon usually makes its appearance from the north, at
the approach of every autumn, and is of more common occurrence. Ken-
tucky, Tennessee, and other Western States, with the most Southern Dis-
tricts of our Union, are apparently best adapted for the constant residence of
the Red-shouldered Hawk, as in all these latter districts it is met with in
greater numbers than in any other.

This bird is one of the most noisy of its genus, during spring especially,
when it would be difficult to approach the skirts of woods bordering a large
plantation without hearing its discordant shrill notes, ka-Aee, ka-hee, as it is
seen sailing in rapid circles at a very great elevation. Its ordinary flight is
even and protracted, excepting when it is describing the circles just mention-
ed, when it often dives and gambols. It is a more general inhabitant of the
woods than most of our other species, particularly during the summer, and
in autumn and wiater; now and then only, in early spring, shewing itself in
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