88 PIGEON HAWK.

GreaT-rooTen Hawg, Wils. Amer. Orn., vol. ix. p. 120.

FaLco PEREGRINUS, Bonap. Syn., p. 27.

Common or WanperING FaLcoN, Falco peregrinus, Nutt. Man., vol. i. p. 53.
GRrEAT-FooTED HAWE, Falco peregrinus, Aud. Amer. Orn., vol. i. p. 85; vol. v. p. 365.
FaLco PEREGRINUS, Peregrine Falcon, Swajns. & Rieh., F. Bor. Amer., vol. ii. p. 23.

Bill blackish-blue at the tip, pale green at the base, cerc oil-green; bare
orbital space orange. Iris hazel. Feet lemon-yellow; claws brownish-black.
Head and hind neck greyish-black, tinged with blue; the rest of the upper
parts dark bluish-grey, indistinctly barred with deep brown. Quills blackish-
brown, the inner webs marked with transverse elliptical spots of reddish-
white. Tail greyish-brown, marked with about twelve bars, the last of
which is broad, the rest diminishing in size and intensity of tint. Throat
and fore-neck white; a broad band of blackish-blue from the angle of the
mouth downwards; cheeks whitish-grey; sides, breast and thighs reddish-
white, transversely marked with dark brown spots in longitudinal series.
Under wing feathers whitish, transversely barred.

Length 16} inches; extent of wings 30; bill 1} along the ridge; tarsus 1%,
middle toe 21.

As the bird gets old, the colours of the upper parts acquire a lighter tint
in the male, and sometimes the back is ash-grey; but in the female, they
gradually assume a deeper hue.

PIGEON HAWK.

Favrco coLumBartvus, Linn.
PLATE XXI.—MaLE axp FEMALE.

The Pigeon Hawk ranges very extensively over the United States, and
extends its migrations far beyond their limits on either side. Mr. TowNsSEND
found it on the Rocky Mountains, as well as along the shores of the Colum-
bia River. Dr. RicmArpsoN mentions it as not uncommon about York
Factory, in latitude 57°, and it is not improbable that it wanders farther, as
he speaks of having seen a small hawk on the north shore of Great Bear
Lake, in latitude 66°, which may have been a male as small as the one
represented in my plate. I found it very abundant in the Texas early in
May, when I shot as many as five on a small island in a short time.

Mr. HurcHins’s description of the eggs of this bird, which he says are
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white, and from two to four in number, as well as the situation of its nest,
as given in his Notes on the Hudson’s Bay Birds, is greatly at variance with
my own observations. The eggs in three instances, which occurred at
Labrador, were five; they measured an inch and three-quarters in length,
an inch and a quarter in breadth, and were rather elongated; their ground
colour a dull yellowish-brown, thickly clouded with irregular blotches of
dull dark reddish-brown. In that country they are laid about the first of
June. In the beginning of July I found five in a nest that were ready to be
hateched. The nests were placed on the top branches of the low firs peculiar
to that country,about ten or twelve feet from the ground, and were composed
of sticks, slightly lined with moss and a few feathers. At this season the
old birds evinced great concern respecting their eggs or young, remaining
about them, and shewing all the tokens of anger and vexation which other
courageous species exhibit on similar occasions. The young are at first
covered with yellowish down; but I had no opportunity of watching their
progress, as all that were taken on board the Ripley died in a few days.
This species also breeds in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

A male from the Texas. Length to end of tail 13} inches, to end of
wings 11%, to end of claws 11;; extent of wings 26.

The mouth resembles that of the other Falcons; its breadth 2iths. The
tongue is short, £ths long, fleshy, deeply emarginate and papillate at the
base, broadly grooved above, the tip rounded and slightly emarginate. The
cesophagus is 4% inches long, its width at the upper part half an inch. The
stomach is very large, round, 1} inches in diameter, with a very thin mus-
cular coat; its central tendons y4ths in diameter. The proventriculus is %ths
long; its glands very numerous, and eylindrical. The intestine is 263 inches
long, 2iths in its greatest diameter. There are merely two slight indi-
cations of ceeca; and the cloaca is globular, with a diameter of 1 inch.

The trachea is 2% inches long, a little flattened; the rings 58, well ossified;
its breadth at the upper part %ths, at the lower 2ths. The contractor
muscles cover the anterior surface entirely in the upper third, and are of
moderate strength, as are the sterno-tracheales; a pair of inferior laryngeal
muscles going to the membrane between the last tracheal and first bronchial
half ring. The bronchial half rings are 15 and 18.

Piceoxy Hawk, Fualco columbarius, Wils. Amer. Orn., vol. ii. p. 107.

Favrco coLumearius, Bonap. Syn., p. 38.

Piceoxy Hawx, Fuleo cohumbarius, Nutt. Man., vol. i. p. 60.

Lirrre Corrorar Hawx, Fuleo temerarius, Nutt. Man., vol. i. p. 61. Adult Male.

Favco coLumearivs, Pigeon Hawk, Swains. and Rich. F. Bor. Amer., vol. ii. p. 35.

Favrco Asavow, Merlin, Swains. and Rich. F. Bor. Amer., vol. ii. p. 37.

Piceon Hawk, Falco columbarius, Aud. Orm. Biog., vol. i. p. 466; Young, vol. i. p. 381,
Male; vol. v. p. 368.

Nox. 1. 14



90 THE AMERICAN gSARROW-HAWK.
L4

Wings from two to three inches shorter than the tail, on the middle
feathers of which are five, on the lateral six, broad whitish bands. Adult
male with the cere greenish-yellow, the feet pale oramge, the upper parts
light bluish-grey, each feather with a black central line; lower parts reddish
or yellowish-white, the breast and sides with large oblong brown spots; tibial
feathers light red, streaked with blackish-brown. Female with the cere and
legs greenish-yellow, the upper parts dark greyish-brown, the lower pale
red, spotted as in the male. Young with the head light reddish-brown,
streaked with dusky, the upper parts brownish-grey, the feathers margined
and spotted with pale red, throat white, lower parts pale red, streaked with
brown. The tail-bands vary from pale red to white.

THE AMERICAN SPARROW-HAWK.
+ FALCo sPARVERTIUS, Linn.

PLATE XXII.—Maie anp FEMALE.

We have few more beautiful Hawks in the United States than this active
little species, and I am sure, none half so abundant. It is found in every
district from Louisiana to Maine, as well as from the Atlantic shores to the
western regions. Every one knows the Sparrow-Hawk, the very mention
of its name never fails to bring to mind some anecdote connected with its
habits, and, as it commits no depredations on poultry, few disturb it, so that
the natural increase of the species experiences no check from man. During
the winter months especially it may be seen in the Southern States about
every old field, orchard, barn-yard, or kitchen-garden, but seldom indeed in
the interior of the forest.

Beautifully erect, it stands on the highest fence-stake, the broken top of a
tree, the summit of a grain stack, or the corner of the barn, patiently and
silently waiting until it spy a mole, a field-mouse, a cricket, or a grasshopper,
on which to pounce. If disappointed in its expectation, it leaves its stand
and removes to another, flying low and swiftly until within a few yards of
the spot on which it wishes to alight, when all of a sudden, and in the most
graceful manner, it rises towards it and settles with incomparable firmness of
manner, merely suffering its beautiful tail to vibrate gently for awhile, its’
wings being closed with the swiftness of thought. Its keen eye perceives
something beneath, when down it darts, secures the object in its talons,
returns to its stand, and devours its prey piece by piece. This done, the
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