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one   burrow,   yet   we   are   well   assured   by   Pike   and   others,   that   a   common
danger  often  drives  them  into  the  same  excavation,  where  lizards  and  rattle-

snakes also  enter  for  concealment  and  safety.
The  note  of  our  bird  is  strikingly  similar  to  the  cry  of  the  Marmot,  which

sounds   like   cheh,   cheh,   pronounced   several   times   in   rapid   succession.   Its
food  appears  to  consist  entirely  of  insects,  as,  on  examination  of  its  stomach,
nothing  but  parts  of  their  hard  wing-cases  were  found."

Burrowing  Owl,  Strix  cunicularia,  Say,  in  Long's  Exped.,  vol.  i.  p.  200.
Burrowing  Owl,  Strix  cunicularia,  Bonap.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  i.  p.  68.
Burrowing  Owl,  Strix  cunicularia,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  v.  p.  264.
Burrowing  Owl,  Strix  cunicularia,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  118.

Feet  rather  long,  slender;  tarsus  covered  with  short  soft  feathers,  of  which
the  shafts  only  remain  toward  the  lower  part;  toes  short,  their  upper  surface
covered   with   bristles   or   the   shafts   of   feathers;   tail   short,   arched,   narrow,
slightly   rounded.   Bill   greyish-yellow;   claws   black.   General   colour   of
upper   parts   light   yellowish-brown,   or   umber-brown,   spotted   with   white;   the
quills   with   triangular   reddish-white   spots   from   the   margins   of   both   webs,
there   being   five   on   each   web   of   the   first;   the   tail   similarly   barred,   there
being   on   the   middle   feathers   four   double   spots,   and   the   tips   of   all   white.
Face   greyish-white;   throat   and   ruff   white,   succeeded   by   a   mottled   brown
band,  beneath  which  is  a  patch  of  white;  the  rest  of  the  lower  parts  yellowish-
white,   with  broad  bars  of   light  reddish-brown,  which  are  closer  on  the  sides
of  the  breast;   abdomen,  lower  tail-coverts,   and  legs  without  spots.

Male,   10,   24.      Female,   11.

Genus   II.—  ULULA.      NIGHT-OWL.

Bill   short,   strong,   very   deep,   its   upper   outline   decurved   from   the   base;
lower   mandible   abruptly   rounded,   with   a   notch   on   each   side.   Nostrils
broadly   elliptical,   rather   large.   Conch   of   ear   very   large,   elliptical,   extending
from  the  base  of  the  lower  jaw  to  near  the  top  of  the  head,  with  an  anterior
semicircular   operculum   in   its   whole   length.   Feet   rather   short,   strong;   tarsi
and   toes   covered   with   very   soft   downy   feathers.   Plumage   full,   and   very
soft;   facial   disks   complete.   Wings   rather   long,   very   broad,   much   rounded,
the  third  quill  longest;  the  filaments  of  the  first,  half  of  the  second,  and  the
terminal   part   of   the   third,   free   and   recurved.   Tail   of   moderate   length,
arched,   slightly   rounded.
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-+-Vlula   Texgmalmi,   Gmel.

PLATE   XXXII.—  Male   and   Female.

I  procured  a  fine  male  of  this  species  at  Bangor,  in  Maine,  on  the  Penob-
scot River,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  1832;  but  am  unacquainted  with

its   habits,   never   having   seen   another   individual   alive.   Mr.   Townsend
informs  me  that   he   found  it   on   the   Malade  River   Mountains,   where   it   was
so   tame  and  unsuspicious,   that   Mr.   Nttttall   was   enabled   to   approach   within
a   few   feet   of   it,   as   it   sat   upon   the   bushes.   Dr.   Richardson   gives   the
following   notice   respecting   it   in   the   Fauna   Boreali-Americana:  —  "When   it
accidentally   wanders   abroad   in   the   day,   it   is   so   much   dazzled   by   the   light
of   the   sun  as   to   become  stupid,   and  it   may  then  be   easily   caught   by   the
hand.   Its   cry   in   the  night   is   a   single  melancholy   note,   repeated  at   intervals
of   a   minute  or   two.   Mr.   Hutchins  informs  us  that   it   builds  a   nest   of   grass
half   way  up  a  pine  tree,   and  lays  two  white  eggs  in  the  month  of   May.   It
feeds  on  mice  and  beetles.  I  cannot  state  the  extent  of  its  range,  but  believe
that   it   inhabits   all   the   woody   country   from  Great   Slave   Lake   to   the   United
States.   On  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan  it   is   so  common  that  its  voice  is

heard   almost   every   night   by   the   traveller,   wherever   he   selects   his   bivouac."

Strix  Tengmalmi,  Tengmalni's  Owl,  Swains,  and  Rich.  F.  Bor.  Amer.,  vol.  ii.  p.  94.
Tengmalm's  Owl,  Strix  Tengmalmi,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  iv.  p.  559.

General   colour   of   upper   parts   greyish-brown,   tinged   with   olive;   feathers
of   the   head  with   an   elliptical   central   white   spot;   those   of   the   neck   with   a
larger  spot;  scapulars  with  two  or  four  large  round  spots  near  the  end,  and
some  of  the  dorsal  feathers  and  wing-coverts  with  single  spots  on  the  outer
web;   all   the   quills   margined   with   white   spots   on   both   webs,   arranged   in
transverse  series,  there  being  six  on  the  outer  web  of  the  third;  on  the  tail
five   series   of   transversely   elongated   white   spots.   Disk   yellowish-  white,
anteriorly   black;   ruff   yellowish-white,   mottled   with   dusky;   throat   brown,
chin   white;   lower   parts   yellowish-white,   longitudinally   streaked   with   brown;
some   of   the   feathers   of   the   sides   with   two   white   spots;   tarsal   and   digital
feathers   greyish-yellow,   with   faint   transverse   brown   bars.

Male,   11,   wing   6|f.      Female,   12.
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the  hole  where  the  brood  lay  concealed,   I   might  not  have  discovered  them.
In  this   instance  the  number  was  five.   It   was  in   the  beginning  of   June,   and
the   little   things,   which   were   almost   ready   to   fly,   looked   exceedingly   neat
and   beautiful.   The   Little   Owl   breeds   more   abundantly   near   the   shores   of
the   Atlantic   than   in   the   interior   of   the   country,   and   is   frequent   in   the
swamps  of   the   States   of   Maryland   and   New  Jersey,   during   the   whole   year.
Wherever  I  have  found  the  young  or  the  eggs  placed  in  a  hollow  tree,  they
were  merely  deposited  on  the  rotten  particles  of  wood;  and  when  in  an  old
Crow's  nest,  the  latter  did  not  appear  to  have  undergone  any  repair.

This   species   evinces   a   strong   and   curious   propensity   to   visit   the   interior
of   our   cities.   I   have   known  some  caught   alive   in   the   Philadelphia   Museum,
as  well   as  in  that  of  Baltimore;  and,  whilst  at  Cincinnati,   I   had  one  brought
to  me  which  had  been  taken  from  the  edge  of  a  cradle,  in  which  a  child  lay
asleep,  to  the  no  small  astonishment  of  the  mother.

Being   quite   nocturnal,   it   shews   great   uneasiness   when   disturbed   by   day,
and   flies   off"   in   a   hurried   uncertain   manner,   throwing   itself   into   the   first
covert  it  meets  with,  where  it  is  not  difficult  to  catch  it,   provided  the  neces-

sary caution  and  silence  be  used.  Towards  dusk  it  becomes  full  of  animation,
flies   swiftly,   gliding,   as   it   were,   over   the   low   grounds,   like   a   little   spectre,
and  pounces  on  small   quadrupeds  and  birds  with  the  quickness  of   thought.
Its   common  cry   at   night   resembles   that   of   the   European  Scops   Owl,   but   is
more  like  the  dull  sounds  of  a  whistle  than  that  of  Owls  generally  is.

My   friend   Mr.   T.   MacCulloch,   jun.,   has   favoured   me   with   the   following
curious   notice   respecting   this   bird.   "In   the   beginning   of   April,   when   the
snow  was   still   lying  in   large  patches   in   the   woods,   although  it   had  entirely
disappeared   from   the   clear   lands,   I   went   out   with   my   gun   one   afternoon,
expecting  to   obtain  some  of   the  small   birds  which  remove  to   the  north  on
the   first   approach   of   spring.   Having   wandered   about   four   miles   from  home
witbout   meeting   with   any   thing   worthy   of   notice,   I   had   almost   determined
to  return,  when  my  attention  was  arrested  by  a  sound  which  at  first  seemed
to  me  like  the  faint  tones  of  a  distant  bell.  The  resemblance  was  so  exceed-

ingly strong  that  I  believe  the  mistake  would  not  have  been  detected,  had
not   a   slight   variation  in   it   induced  me  to   listen  more  attentively,   and  mark
the  direction  in   which  it   seemed  to   come.   With  the  view  of   ascertaining  its
origin   if   possible,   I   crossed   an   intervening   farm,   and   striking   into   a   dense
spruce  wood,  directed  my  course  towards  the  point  from  which  it  seemed  to
proceed.   While   listening   to   the   singular   note,   the   accounts   which   I   had
seen   of   the   Tardus   iinniens   or   Bell   Bird   of   the   southern   portion   of   the
continent   forcibly   recurred   to   my   mind,   and   rendered   me   doubly   eager   to
discover   its   source.   This,   however,   I   found   to   be   no   easy   matter.   After
proceeding  a  considerable  distance  in  the  woods  the  sound  became  suddenly
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I  procured  a  fine  male  of  this  species  at  Bangor,  in  Maine,  on  the  Penob-
scot River,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  1832;  but  am  unacquainted  with

its   habits,   never   having   seen   another   individual   alive.   Mr.   Townsend
informs  me  that   he   found  it   on   the   Malade  River   Mountains,   where   it   was
so   tame  and  unsuspicious,   that   Mr.   Nttttall   was   enabled   to   approach   within
a   few   feet   of   it,   as   it   sat   upon   the   bushes.   Dr.   Richardson   gives   the
following   notice   respecting   it   in   the   Fauna   Boreali-Americana:  —  "When   it
accidentally   wanders   abroad   in   the   day,   it   is   so   much   dazzled   by   the   light
of   the   sun  as   to   become  stupid,   and  it   may  then  be   easily   caught   by   the
hand.   Its   cry   in   the  night   is   a   single  melancholy   note,   repeated  at   intervals
of   a   minute  or   two.   Mr.   Hutchins  informs  us  that   it   builds  a   nest   of   grass
half   way  up  a  pine  tree,   and  lays  two  white  eggs  in  the  month  of   May.   It
feeds  on  mice  and  beetles.  I  cannot  state  the  extent  of  its  range,  but  believe
that   it   inhabits   all   the   woody   country   from  Great   Slave   Lake   to   the   United
States.   On  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan  it   is   so  common  that  its  voice  is

heard   almost   every   night   by   the   traveller,   wherever   he   selects   his   bivouac."

Strix  Tengmalmi,  Tengmalni's  Owl,  Swains,  and  Rich.  F.  Bor.  Amer.,  vol.  ii.  p.  94.
Tengmalm's  Owl,  Strix  Tengmalmi,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  iv.  p.  559.

General   colour   of   upper   parts   greyish-brown,   tinged   with   olive;   feathers
of   the   head  with   an   elliptical   central   white   spot;   those   of   the   neck   with   a
larger  spot;  scapulars  with  two  or  four  large  round  spots  near  the  end,  and
some  of  the  dorsal  feathers  and  wing-coverts  with  single  spots  on  the  outer
web;   all   the   quills   margined   with   white   spots   on   both   webs,   arranged   in
transverse  series,  there  being  six  on  the  outer  web  of  the  third;  on  the  tail
five   series   of   transversely   elongated   white   spots.   Disk   yellowish-  white,
anteriorly   black;   ruff   yellowish-white,   mottled   with   dusky;   throat   brown,
chin   white;   lower   parts   yellowish-white,   longitudinally   streaked   with   brown;
some   of   the   feathers   of   the   sides   with   two   white   spots;   tarsal   and   digital
feathers   greyish-yellow,   with   faint   transverse   brown   bars.

Male,   11,   wing   6|f.      Female,   12.
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