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222          SMALL   GREEN   CRESTED   FLYCATCHER.

Early   in   May,   in   our   Middle   Districts,   the   Small   Green   Crested   Fly-
catcher constructs  its  nest,  which  varies  considerably  in  different  parts  of  the

country,   being   made   warmer   in   the   northern   localities,   where   it   breeds
almost   a   month   later.   It   is   generally   placed   in   the   darkest   shade   of   the
woods,   in  the  upright  forks  of   some  middle-sized  tree,   from  eight  to  twenty
feet  above  the  ground,  sometimes  so  low  as  to  allow  a  man  to  look  into  it.
In  some  instances  I  have  found  it  on  the  large  horizontal  branches  of  an  oak,
when   it   looked   like   a   knot.   It   is   always   neat   and   well-finished,   the   inside
measuring  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  with  a  depth  of  an  inch  and  a  half.
The  exterior   is   composed  of   stripes  of   the  inner  bark  of   various  trees,   vine
fibres  and  grasses,   matted  together  with  the  down  of   plants,   wool,   and  soft
moss.   The  lining  consists   of   fine  grass,   a   few  feathers,   and  horse  hair.   The
whole   is   light,   elastic,   and   firmly   coherent,   and   is   glued   to   the   twigs   or
saddled  on  the  branch  with  great  care.  The  eggs  are  from  four  to  six,  small,
and  pure  white.   While  the  female  is  sitting,  the  male  often  emits  a  scolding
chirr  of  defiance,  and  rarely  wanders  far  from  the  nest,  but  relieves  his  mate
at  intervals.   In  the  Middle  States  they  often  have  two  broods  in  the  season,
but   in   Maine   or   farther   north   only   one.   The   young   follow   their   parents   in
the  most  social  manner;  but  before  these  birds  leave  us  entirely,  the  old  and
the  young  form  different  parties,   and  travel  in  small   groups  towards  warmer
regions.

I   have   thought   that   this   species   throws   up   pellets   more,   frequently   than
most  others.   Its  food  consists  of  insects  during  spring  and  summer,  such  as
moths,   wild   bees,   butterflies,   and   a   variety   of   smaller   kinds;   but   in   autumn
it   greedily   devours   berries   and   small   grapes.   Although  not   shy   with   respect
to  man,  it   takes  particular  notice  of  quadrupeds,  following  a  minx  or  polecat
to   a   considerable   distance,   with   every   manifestation   of   anger.   The   mutual
affection  of  the  male  and  female,  and  their  solicitude  respecting  their  eggs  or
young,  are  quite  admirable.

The   flight   of   the   Small   Green   Flycatcher   is   performed   by   short   glidings,
supported   by   protracted   flaps   of   the   wings,   not   unlike   those   of   the   Pewee
Flycatcher;  and  it  is  often  seen,  while  passing  low  through  the  woods  or  fol-

lowing the  margins  of  a  creek,  to  drink  in  the  manner  of  Swallows,  or  sweep
after   its   prey,   until   it   alights.   Like   the   King-bird,   it   always   migrates   by
day.

Small  Green  Crested  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  querula,  Wils.  Araer.  Om.,  vol.  ii.  p.  77.
Small  Pewee,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  288.
Muscicapa  acadica,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  G8.
Small  Green  Crested  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  acadica,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  ii.  p.  256;

vol.  v.  p.  427.
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Bill   broad  and  much  depressed;  second  quill   longest,   third  a  little  shorter,
first   shorter   than   fourth;   tail   scarcely   emarginate,   upper   parts   dull   greenish-
olive,   the   head   darker;   wings   and   tail   dusky-brown;   two   bands   of   dull   pale
yellow  on  the  wing,   the  secondary  quills   broadly  edged  and  tipped  with  the
same;   a   narrow  ring   of   yellowish-  white   round  the   eye;   throat   greyish-white;
sides  of  neck  and  fore  part  of  breast  greyish-olive,  the  rest  of  the  lower  parts
yellowish-white.

Male,  51,  81
From   Texas   northward.      Migratory.

Sassafras.

Laurus  sassafras,  Willd.  Sp.  PL,  vol.  ii.  p.  485.    Pursh,  Fl.  Amer.  Sept.,  vol.  i.  p.  277.
— Enneandria  Monogynia,  Linn.     Lauri,  Juss.

The   Sassafras   grows   on   almost-   every   kind   of   soil   in   the   Southern   and
Western   States,   where   it   is   of   common   occurrence.   Along   the   Atlantic
States   it   extends   as   far   as   New   Hampshire,   and   still   farther   north   in   the
western   country.   The   beauty   of   its   foliage   and   its   medicinal   properties   ren-

der it  one  of  our  most  interesting  trees.  It  attains  a  height  of  fifty  or  sixty
feet,   with   a   proportionate   diameter.   The   leaves   are   alternate,   petiolate,   oval,
and   undivided,   or   three-lobed.   The   flowers,   which   appear   before   the   leaves,
are   of   a   greenish-yellow   colour,   and   the   berries   are   of   an   oval   form   and
bluish-black  tint,   supported  on  cups  of   a   bright  red,   having  long  filiform  pe-
duncles..

THE    PEWEE    FLYCATCHER.

^-Muscicapa   fusca,   Gmel.

PLATE   LXIIL—  Male   and   Female.

Connected   with   the   biography   of   this   bird   are   so   many   incidents   relative
to   my   own,   that   could   I   with   propriety   deviate   from   my   proposed   method,
the  present  number  would  contain  less  of  the  habits  of  birds  than  of  those  of
the   youthful   days   of   an   American   woodsman.   While   young,   I   had   a   planta-

tion that  lay  on  the  sloping  declivities  of  the  Perkiomen  Creek.  I  was  ex-
tremely fond  of  rambling  along  its  rocky  banks,  for  it  would  have  been  diffi-

cult to  do  so  either  without  meeting  with  a  sweet  flower,  spreading  open  its
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beauties   to   the   sun,   or   observing  the   watchful   King-fisher   perched  on  some
projecting  stone  over  the  clear  water  of  the  stream.  Nay,  now  and  then,  the
Fish   Hawk   itself,   followed   by   a   White-headed   Eagle,   would   make   his   ap-

pearance, and  by  his  graceful  aerial  motions,  raise  my  thoughts  far  above
them  into  the  heavens,   silently  leading  me  to  the  admiration  of   the  sublime
Creator   of   all.   These   impressive,   and   always   delightful,   reveries   often   ac-

companied my  steps  to  the  entrance  of  a  small  cave  scooped  out  of  the  solid
rock  by  the  hand  of   nature.   It   was,   I   then  thought,   quite  large  enough  for
my   study.   My   paper   and   pencils,   with   now   and   then   a   volume   of   Edge-
worth's   natural   and   fascinating   Tales   or   Lafontaine's   Fables,   afforded   me
ample  pleasures.   It   was  in  that   place,   kind  reader,   that   I   first   saw  with  ad-

vantage the  force  of  parental  affection  in  birds.  There  it  was  that  I  studied
the  habits  of  the  Pewee;  and  there  I  was  taught  most  forcibly,  that  to  destroy
the  nest  of  a  bird,  or  to  deprive  it  of  its  eggs  or  young,  is  an  act  of  great
cruelty.

I   had   observed   the   nest   of   this   plain-coloured   Flycatcher   fastened,   as   it
were,  to  the  rock  immediately  over  the  arched  entrance  of  this  calm  retreat.
I  had  peeped  into  it:  although  empty,  it  was  yet  clean,  as  if  the  absent  owner
intended   to   revisit   it   with   the   return   of   spring.   The   buds   were   already
much  swelled,  and  some  of  the  trees  were  ornamented  with  blossoms,  yet  the
ground  was  still   partially   covered  with   snow,   and  the  air   retained  the  pierc-

ing chill  of  winter.  I  chanced  one  morning  early  to  go  to  my  retreat.  The
sun's   glowing   rays   gave   a   rich   colouring   to   every   object   around.   As   I   en-

tered the  cave,  a  rustling  sound  over  my  head  attracted  my  attention,  and,
on  turning,   I   saw  two  birds  fly   off,   and  alight   on  a   tree  close  by:-#the  Pe-
wees   had   arrived!   I   felt   delighted,   and   fearing   that   my   sudden   appearance
might   disturb  the   gentle   pair,   I   walked  off;   not,   however,   without   frequently
looking  at  them.  I   concluded  that  they  must  have  just  come,  for  they  seem-

ed fatigued: — their  plaintive  note  was  not  heard,  their  crests  were  not  erect-
ed, and  the  vibration  of  the  tail,  so  very  conspicuous  in  this  species,  appeared

to   be   wanting  in   power.   Insects   were   yet   few,   and  the   return   of   the   birds
looked  to  me  as  prompted  more  by  their  affection  to  the  place,  than  by  any
other  motive.  No  sooner  had  I  gone  a  few  steps  than  the  Pewees,  with  one
accord,   glided  down  from  their   perches  and  entered  the  cave.   I   did  not   re-

turn to  it  any  more  that  day,  and  as  I  saw  none  about  it,  or  in  the  neighbour-
hood, I  supposed  that  they  must  have  spent  the  day  within  it.  I  concluded

also  that  these  birds  must  have  reached  this  haven,  either  during  the  night,
or   at   the   very   dawn   of   that   morn.   Hundreds   of   observations   have   since
proved  to  me  that  this  species  always  migrates  by  night.

I   went   early   next   morning  to   the  cave,   yet   not   early   enough  to   surprise
them  in  it.     Long  before  I  reached  the  spot,  my  ears  were  agreeably  saluted
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Early   in   May,   in   our   Middle   Districts,   the   Small   Green   Crested   Fly-
catcher constructs  its  nest,  which  varies  considerably  in  different  parts  of  the

country,   being   made   warmer   in   the   northern   localities,   where   it   breeds
almost   a   month   later.   It   is   generally   placed   in   the   darkest   shade   of   the
woods,   in  the  upright  forks  of   some  middle-sized  tree,   from  eight  to  twenty
feet  above  the  ground,  sometimes  so  low  as  to  allow  a  man  to  look  into  it.
In  some  instances  I  have  found  it  on  the  large  horizontal  branches  of  an  oak,
when   it   looked   like   a   knot.   It   is   always   neat   and   well-finished,   the   inside
measuring  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  with  a  depth  of  an  inch  and  a  half.
The  exterior   is   composed  of   stripes  of   the  inner  bark  of   various  trees,   vine
fibres  and  grasses,   matted  together  with  the  down  of   plants,   wool,   and  soft
moss.   The  lining  consists   of   fine  grass,   a   few  feathers,   and  horse  hair.   The
whole   is   light,   elastic,   and   firmly   coherent,   and   is   glued   to   the   twigs   or
saddled  on  the  branch  with  great  care.  The  eggs  are  from  four  to  six,  small,
and  pure  white.   While  the  female  is  sitting,  the  male  often  emits  a  scolding
chirr  of  defiance,  and  rarely  wanders  far  from  the  nest,  but  relieves  his  mate
at  intervals.   In  the  Middle  States  they  often  have  two  broods  in  the  season,
but   in   Maine   or   farther   north   only   one.   The   young   follow   their   parents   in
the  most  social  manner;  but  before  these  birds  leave  us  entirely,  the  old  and
the  young  form  different  parties,   and  travel  in  small   groups  towards  warmer
regions.

I   have   thought   that   this   species   throws   up   pellets   more,   frequently   than
most  others.   Its  food  consists  of  insects  during  spring  and  summer,  such  as
moths,   wild   bees,   butterflies,   and   a   variety   of   smaller   kinds;   but   in   autumn
it   greedily   devours   berries   and   small   grapes.   Although  not   shy   with   respect
to  man,  it   takes  particular  notice  of  quadrupeds,  following  a  minx  or  polecat
to   a   considerable   distance,   with   every   manifestation   of   anger.   The   mutual
affection  of  the  male  and  female,  and  their  solicitude  respecting  their  eggs  or
young,  are  quite  admirable.

The   flight   of   the   Small   Green   Flycatcher   is   performed   by   short   glidings,
supported   by   protracted   flaps   of   the   wings,   not   unlike   those   of   the   Pewee
Flycatcher;  and  it  is  often  seen,  while  passing  low  through  the  woods  or  fol-

lowing the  margins  of  a  creek,  to  drink  in  the  manner  of  Swallows,  or  sweep
after   its   prey,   until   it   alights.   Like   the   King-bird,   it   always   migrates   by
day.

Small  Green  Crested  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  querula,  Wils.  Araer.  Om.,  vol.  ii.  p.  77.
Small  Pewee,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  288.
Muscicapa  acadica,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  G8.
Small  Green  Crested  Flycatcher,  Muscicapa  acadica,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  ii.  p.  256;

vol.  v.  p.  427.
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