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THE   BLACK-POLL   WOOD-WARBLER.   3X

high  or  low  over  the  sea.  Of  these  the  greater  number  were,  like  the  pre-
sent species,  Sylvise  which  are  never  found  in  Georgia  or  the  two  Carolinas.

Their  course  was  a  direct  one,  and  such  as  led  me  to  believe  that  the  little
voyagers   were   bound   for   Cape   Hatteras.   The   meeting   with   many   of   the
species   to   which   I   allude,   along   the   shores   of   Maryland,   New   Jersey,   the
eastern  coast,   of   Long  Island,   &c,   and  all   along  to  the  Bay  of   Fundy,   has
strengthened  the  idea;  but  as  I  may  not  be  correct,  I  leave  the  matter  to  the
determination  of  more  experienced  observers.  The  subject  appears  to  me  to
be  one  of   the  greatest   importance,   for  the  occurrence  of   plants  in  certain
parts  of  a  country  and  not  in  others  may  possibly  be  caused  by  the  absence,
during  migration,  of  such  birds  as  move  by  "short  cuts"  from  one  point  of
land  to  another.

Black-poll  Warbler,  Sylvia  striata,  Wils.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  iv.  p.  40.
Sylvia  striata,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  81.
Sylvicola  striata,  Black-poll  Warbler,  Swains,  and  Rich.  F.  Bor.  Amer.,  vol.  ii.  p.  218.
Black-poll  Warbler,  Sylvia  striata,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  383.
Black-poll  Warbler,  Sylvia  striata,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  ii.  p.  201.

First  and  second  quills  equal  and  longest,  third  a  little  shorter;  tail  emar-
ginate.   Male  with  the  upper  parts  bluish  ash-grey,   streaked  with  black;   the
upper  part  of  the  head  deep  black;  the  secondary  coverts  and  first  row  of
small   coverts   largely   tipped   with   white;   quills   and   tail-feathers   blackish-
brown;   primaries   narrowly   edged   with   greenish-yellow,   secondaries   broadly
with  white;  three  outer  tail-feathers  with  a  patch  of  white  on  the  inner  web
at  the  end;  cheeks  and  lower  parts  white;  a  band  of  black  spots  from  the
base  of   the  lower  mandible  down  the  side  of   the  neck  and  body.   Female
with   the   upper   parts   oil-green,   streaked   with   black;   the   rump   and   upper
tail-coverts   plain   and   edged   with   grey;   white   wing-bands   tinged   with   yel-

low;  cheeks   yellowish-grey,   mottled  with   dusky,   lower   parts   dull   white,
tinged  with  yellow  and  reddish,  the  sides  of  the  neck  and  body  with  fainter
dark  streaks.     Young  like  the  female.

Male,  51,  Sj.
From   Texas   to   Labrador,   where   it   breeds.   Columbia   River.   Common.

Migratory.

The   Black   Gum   Tree.

Nyssa  aquatica,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  1511.  Mich.  Arbr.  Forest,  vol.  ii.  p.  265,  pi.  22. — N.  bi-
flora,  Willd.  Sp.  PL,  vol.  iv.  p.  1113.  Pursch,  Flor.  Amer.,  vol.  i.  p.  177. — Polyga-
mia  MONfficiA,  Linn. — El2eagni,  Juss.
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The  Black  Gum  is  seldom  found  of  a  greater  height  than  from  fifty  to  sixty
feet,   with   a   diameter   of   about   three.   The   wood   is   of   little   use,   even   for
firing,  as  it  takes  a  long  time  to  consume,  affords  no  blaze,  and  burns  dismal-

ly.  A   trunk   of   this   tree   falling   into   the   water   immediately   sinks   and   re-
mains. Its  foliage  is  pleasing  to  the  eye,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  Middle

Districts   some  are   kept   standing   as   shade-trees   for   cattle.   The   berries,   which
hang  in  pairs,  and  sometimes  three  or  four  together,  at  the  extremity  of  their
slender   peduncle,   are   eaten   in   great   quantities   during   winter   by   various   spe-

cies of  birds.

THE   YELLOW-THROATED   WOOD-  WARBLER.

Sylvicola   pensilis,   Lath.

PLATE   LXXIX.—  Male.

This   beautiful   bird   absents   itself   from   the   State   of   Louisiana   only   for   two
months   in   the   year,   December   and   January.   When   they   return   in   the   be-

ginning of  February,  they  throw  themselves  by  thousands  into  all  the  cy-
press woods  and  cane-brakes,  where  they  are  heard  singing  from  the  first  of

March   until   late   in   autumn,   sometimes   in   November.
Their   habits   are   very   different   from   those   of   the   Warblers,   and   are   more

in   general   accordance   with   those   of   the   Certhiae.   They   move   up   and   down,
sidewise   and   spirally,   along   the   trunks,   branches,   and   even   twigs   of   the   tall-

est and  largest  cypresses,  or  such  other  trees  as  are  found  intermingled  with
them.   They   are   extremely   active,   in   fact,   fully   as   much   so   as   the   little
Brown   Creeper   itself.   Like   it,   the)'   suddenly   leave   the   uppermost   branches
or  higher  parts  of  the  trunks,  and  diving  downwards  alight  on  the  roots,  and
renew   their   search   after   small   insects   and   larvae.   I   never   saw   any   of   them
pursue  insects  on  wing.

The   nest   of   this   species   is   prettily   constructed.   Its   outer   parts   are   com-
posed of  grey  lichens  and  soft  mosses,  the  interior  of  silky  substances  and  a

few  fibres  of  the  Spanish  moss.  The  female  lays  four  pure  white  eggs,  having
two  or   three  purple  dots   near   the  larger   end.   I   think  they  raise  two  broods
during   their   stay   in   Louisiana,   but   cannot   speak   of   this   as   certain.   The   nest
is   placed   on   a   horizontal   branch   of   a   cypress,   twenty,   thirty,   or   even   fifty
feet   above  the  ground,   and  is   with  difficulty   discovered  from  below,   as  it   re-

sembles a  knot  or  a  tuft  of  moss.
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