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Black-and-white  Creeper,  Certhia  varia,  Wils.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  iii.  p.  23.
Sylvia  varia,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  81.
Black-and-white  Creeper,  Certhia  varia,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  i.  p.  452;  vol.  v.  p.  471.

Adult   Male.
Bill   rather   long,   slightly   arched,   compressed,   extremely   slender,   acute;

nostrils   basal,   narrow,   half-closed   by   a   membrane.   General   form   slender.
Feet   of   ordinary   length,   slender;   tarsus   longer   than   the   middle   toe,   scutel-
late   before;   toes   free,   scutellate,   the   hind   one   proportionally   larger;   claws
compressed,  very  acute,  arched.

Plumage   soft   and   blended.   Wings   of   ordinary   length,   third   quill   longest,
secondaries  short.      Tail   nearly   even,   of   twelve  narrow,   rounded  feathers.

Bill   black.   Iris   hazel.   Feet   dusky   yellow.   Middle   of   the   head   longitu-
dinally white,  bordered  on  each  side  by  a  broad  stripe  of  black,  beneath

which,   on   each   side,   over   the   eye,   is   a   line   of   white.   Ear-coverts   and  chin
black.   Back   and   breast   streaked   with   white   and   black.   Wings   black,   the
outer   margins   of   the   quills   greyish-white,   the   tips   of   the   larger   coverts,
excepting   the   primary   ones,   white,   forming   two  broad   bands   of   that   colour
across   the   wing.   Tail   black,   tinged   with   bluish-grey   externally,   the   ends   of
the   inner   webs   of   the   three   outer   feathers   on   each   side   white.   Abdomen

white;   sides   and   under   tail-coverts   white,   spotted   with   black.
Length  5-|-  inches,  extent  of  wings  7^;  bill  along  the  ridge  \.
The   young   are   similar   in   colouring   to   the   females.   The   young   males   do

not  acquire  their   full   plumage  until   the  following  spring.
A   male   of   this   species   is   represented   on   a   twig   of   the   tree   commonly

called   the   Black   Larch.

The   Black   Larch.

Pinus  pendula,  Pursch,  Flor.  Amer.,  vol.  ii.  p.  645.— Moncecia  Polyandria,  Linn. —
Conifers,  Juss.

Leaves   fasciculate,   deciduous;   cones   oblong,   the   margins   of   the   scales
inflected;   bracteoles   panduriform,   with   an   attenuated   tip.   This   species,
which   grows  in   cedar   swamps,   in   the   Northern   States,   attains   a   great   size,
and  resembles  the  European  larch  in  appearance.
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FAMILY   IX.      CERTHIANJE.      CREEPERS.

Bill   of   moderate   length   or   rather   long,   slender,   slightly   arched,   much
compressed,   acute;   upper   mandible   with  its   dorsal   outline  convex  or   arched,
the   ridge   narrow,   the   notches   slight   or   obsolete,   lower   mandible   with   the
angle   rather   long   and   narrow,   the   dorsal   line   straight   or   slightly   decurved,
the   edges   inclinate,   the   tip   acute.   Head   moderate,   ovate;   neck   short,   body
slender.   Feet   of   moderate   length,   or   rather   short;   tarsus   about   the   same
length   as   the   middle   toe,   compressed,   with   eight   anterior   scutella;   toes   of
moderate   length,   much   compressed,   hind   toe   proportionally   long,   outer
adherent   at   the   base;   claws   rather   long,   extremely   compressed,   arched,
acute.   Wings   short   or   of   moderate   length.   Tail   of   twelve   feathers,   gene-

rally much  rounded.  Tongue  slender,  emarginate  and  papillate  at  the  base,
very   narrow,   tapering   to   a   lacerated   point.   CEsophagus   of   moderate   width,
without   crop;   proventriculus   bulbiform;   stomach  of   moderate   size,   oblong,   or
elliptical,   moderately   muscular,   with   the   muscles   distinct;   epithelium   dense,
longitudinally   rugous;   intestine   short,   rather   wide;   coeca   very   small;   cloaca
globular.      Trachea  simple,   with  four  pairs   of   inferior   laryngeal   muscles.

GENUS   I.—  CERTHIA,   Linn.     TREE-CREEPER.

Bill   about  the  same  length  as  the  head,  very  slender,   arched,  much  com-
pressed, acute;  upper  mandible  with  the  dorsal  line  arched,  the  ridge  narrow,

the   sides   sloping   at   the   base,   nearly   erect   in   the   rest   of   their   extent,   the
edges   sharp,   arched,   without   notch,   the   tip   acute;   lower   mandible   with   the
angle  rather  long,  narrow,  and  pointed,  the  outline  decurved,  the  sides  erect
and   convex,   the   edges   inclinate,   the   tip   acute.   Nostrils   linear-oblong,   oper-
culate.   Head   ovate;   neck   short;   body   slender.   Feet   rather   short,   very
slender,   tarsus  rather  shorter  than  the  middle  toe,   very  slender,   much  com-

pressed; toes  extremely  compressed;  the  first  comparatively  large,  longer
than  the  middle  toe,  including  the  claw;  the  inner  toe  shorter  than  the  outer;
claws   long,   moderately   arched,   slender,   extremely   compressed,   laterally
grooved,   acute,   that   of   the   hind   toe   very   long.   Plumage   long,   loose,   very
soft.   Bristles   obsolete.   Wings   of   moderate   length,   very   broad;   the   first
quill   very  short,   the  fourth  and  fifth  longest.   Tail   long,   graduated,   of   twelve
moderately  stiff  pointed  feathers.



BROWN   TREE-CREEPER.   \\\

dots  of  pure  neutral  tint  here  and  there,  but  none  of  those  "streaks  of  dark
brown"   described   by   Wilson.

The  young,   like   those   of   our   Woodpeckers   and  Nuthatches,   remain   about
the   nest   until   they   are   able   to   fly,   and   in   their   minority   are   well   supplied
with   food.   The  members   of   a   family   usually   remain   together   until   the   next
spring.

The   males   of   this   species   are   larger   than  the   females.   This   difference   is
very   apparent   in   the   bill.   In   the   winter   months,   the   Brown   Creeper   is   not
unfrequently  seen  in  orchards,  and  at  a  short  distance  from  farm-houses;  but
in  the  breeding  season  it  retires  to  the  interior  of  the  forests.  Its  food  con-

sists chiefly  of  ants,  larvae,  small  insects,  and  particles  of  lichens;  and,  if  one
be  placed  near  the  nose,  it  is  generally  found  to  emit  an  odour  like  that  of
ants.

Brown  Creeper,  Certhia  familiaris ,  Wils.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  i.  p.  122.
Certhia  familiaris,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  280.
Brown  Creeper,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  585.
Brown  Creeper,  Certhia  familiar  is,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  v.  p.  158.

Adult   Male.

Bill   a  little  shorter  than  the  head,  arched,  very  slender,  much  compressed,
acute;   upper   mandible   with   the   dorsal   line   arched,   the   ridge   narrow,   the
sides  sloping  at  the  base,  nearly  erect  in  the  rest  of  their  extent,  the  edges
sharp  and  arched,  without  notch,  the  tip  acute;  nasal  groove  rather  long,  nar-

row, feathered;  nostrils  linear-oblong,  operculate;  lower  mandible  with  the
angle  rather  long,  narrow,  and  pointed,  the  outline  decurved,  the  sides  erect
and  convex,  the  edges  inclinate,  the  tip  acute.

Head   rather   small,   ovato-oblong;   neck   short;   body   slender.   Feet   rather
short,   very   slender;   tarsus   rather   shorter   than   the   middle   toe,   very   slender,
much   compressed;   toes   extremely   compressed;   the   first   comparatively   large,
longer   than  the  middle   toe,   including  the  claws;   the   inner   toe   shorter   than
the   outer;   claws   long,   slender,   extremely   compressed,   laterally   grooved,
acute,  that  of  the  hind  toe  very  long.

Plumage   long,   loose,   very   soft;   the   feathers   ovato-oblong,   with   disunited
filaments.   Wings   of   moderate   length,   very   broad;   the   first   quill   very   short,
being  ten  and  a  half  twelfths  shorter  than  the  second,  which  is  four-twelfths
shorter   than   the   third,   the   fifth   longest   but   scarcely   exceeding   the   fourth,
which   is   one-twelfth   longer   than   the   third.   Tail   long,   graduated,   of   twelve
moderately   stiff   pointed   feathers,   of   which   the   lateral   are   eight-twelfths
shorter  than  the  middle.

Upper   mandible   brownish-black,   lower   flesh-coloured,   with   the   tip   dusky.
Iris   brown.      Feet   light   reddish-brown,   claws   yellowish-grey.      The   upper





Audubon, John James. 1841. "Golden-Winged Swamp-warbler, Helinaia
chrysophtera, Linn. [Pl. 107]." The birds of America : from drawings made in the
United States and their territories 2, 91–93. https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319220.
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