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GREAT    CAROLINA    WREN.

-(-Troglodytes   ludovicianus,   Bonap.

PLATE   CXVIL—  Male   and   Female.

The  flight   of   this   bird   is   performed  by   short   flappings   of   the   wings,   the
concave   under   surfaces   of   which   occasion   a   low   rustling,   as   it   moves   to
the  distance  of  a  few  steps  only  at  each  start.   It   is   accompanied  by  violent
jerks  of  the  tail  and  body,  and  is  by  no  means  graceful.  In  this  manner  the
Carolina  Wren  moves  from  one  fence-rail  to  another,  from  log  to  log,  up  and
down  among  the  low  branches  of  bushes,  piles  of  wood,  and  decayed  roots  of
prostrate   trees,   or   between  the   stalks   of   canes.   Its   tail   is   almost   constantly
erect,   and  before  it   starts   to  make  the  least   flight   or   leap,   it   uses  a   quick
motion,   which  brings  its   body  almost   into  contact   with   the  object   on  which
it   stands,   and   then   springs   from   its   legs.   All   this   is   accompanied   with   a
strong  chirr-up,  uttered  as  if  the  bird  were  in  an  angry  mood,  and  repeated
at  short  intervals.

The   quickness   of   the   motions   of   this   active   little   bird   is   fully   equal   to
that   of   the   mouse.   Like   the   latter,   it   appears   and   is   out   of   sight   in   a
moment,   peeps  into  a  crevice,   passes  rapidly  through  it,   and  shews  itself   at
a   different   place   the   next   instant.   When   satiated   with   food,   or   fatigued
with   these   multiplied   exertions,   the   little   fellow   stops,   droops   its   tail,   and
sings  with  great  energy  a  short  ditty  something  resembling  the  words  come-
to-me,   come-to-me,   repeated  several   times  in   quick   succession,   so   loud,   and
yet   so  mellow,   that   it   is   always  agreeable  to   listen  to  them.  During  spring,
these  notes  are  heard  from  all  parts  of  the  plantations,  the  damp  woods,  the
swamps,  the  sides  of  creeks  and  rivers,  as  well  as  from  the  barns,  the  stables
and  the  piles  of  wood,  within  a  few  yards  of  the  house.  I   frequently  heard
these  Wrens  singing  from  the  roof  of  an  abandoned  flat-boat,  fastened  to  the
shore,   a   small   distance  below  the  city   of   New  Orleans.   When  its   song  was
finished,  the  bird  went  on  creeping  from  one  board  to  another,   thrust  itself
through   an   auger-hole,   entered   through   the   boat's   side   at   one   place,   and
peeped  out  at   another,   catching  numerous  spiders  and  other  insects  all   the
while.   It   sometimes   ascends   to   the   higher   branches   of   a   tree   of   moderate
size,   by  climbing  along  a  grape-vine,   searching  diligently  amongst  the  leaves
and   in   the   chinks   of   the   bark,   alighting   sidewise   against   the   trunk,   and
moving   like   a   true    Creeper.      It   possesses   the   power   of   creeping   and   of
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I   found   it   very   numerous   in   the   Floridas   and   all   along   the   coast   of   the
Mexican   Gulf   to   within   the   Texas,   where   it   spends   the   whole   year.   Mr.
Townsend  mentions  it  as  being  found  on  the  Missouri.

The   dwarf   buck-eye,   on   a   blossomed   twig   of   which   this   pair   of   Great
Carolina   Wrens   are   placed,   is   by   nature   as   well   as   name   a   low   shrub.   It
grows   near   swampy   ground   in   great   abundance.   Its   flowers,   which   are
scentless,   are   much   resorted   to   by   Humming-birds,   on   their   first   arrival,
as   they   appear   at   a   very   early   season.   The   wood   resembles   that   of   the
common  horse-chestnut,  and  its  fruit  is  nearly  the  same  in  form  and  colour,
but   much  smaller.   I   know  of   no  valuable  property  possessed  by  this   beau-

tiful shrub.

Great  Carolina  Wren,  Certhia  Caroliniana,  Wils.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  ii.  p.  61.
Troglodytes  lddovicianus,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  93.
Great  Carolina  Mocking  Wren,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  429.
Great  Carolina  Wren,  Troglodytes  ludovicianus ,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  i.  p.  399,  vol.

v.  p.  466.

Adult   Male.

Bill   nearly   as   long   as   the   head,   subulato-conical,   slightly   arched,   com-
pressed towards  the  tip;  upper  mandible  with  the  sides  convex  towards  the

end,  concave  at  the  base,  the  edges  acute  and  overlapping;  under  mandible
with   the   back   and   sides   convex.   Nostrils   oblong,   straight,   basal,   with   a
cartilaginous  lid   above,   open  and  bare.   Head  oblong,   neck  of   ordinary   size,
body   ovate.   Legs   of   ordinary   length;   tarsus   longer   than   the   middle   toe,
compressed,   anteriorly   scutate,   posteriorly   edged;   toes,   scutellate   above,
inferiorly  granulate;   second  and  fourth  nearly  equal,   the  hind  toe  almost  as
long  as  the  middle  one,  third  and  fourth  united  as  far  as  the  second  joint;
claws  long,  slender,  acute,  arcuate,  much  compressed.

Plumage   soft,   lax,   and   tufty.   Wings   short,   very   convex,   broad   and
rounded,   the   first   quill   very   short,   the   fourth   longest.   Tail   rather   long,
curved  downwards,   much  rounded,   of   twelve  narrowish,   rounded  feathers.

Bill   wood-brown   above,   bluish   beneath.   Iris   hazel.   Legs   flesh-colour.
The   general   colour   of   the   upper   part   is   brownish-red.   A   yellowish-white
streak   over   the   eye,   extending   far   down   the   neck,   and   edged   above   with
dark   brown.   Quills,   coverts   and   tail   barred   with   blackish-brown;   secondary
and  middle  coverts   tipped  with  white;   shafts   of   the  scapulars   white.   Throat
greyish-white,   under   parts   reddish-buff,   paler   behind.   Under   tail-coverts
white,   barred  with   blackish.

Length   5£   inches,   extent   of   wings   7£;   bill   along   the   ridge   f,   along   the
gap  \-\;  tarsus  -£-.

Adult   Female.
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The  female  differs  from  the  male  in  being  lighter  above,  tinged  with  grey
beneath,  and  in  wanting  the  white  tips  of  the  wing-coverts.

The  roof  of  the  mouth  is  flat,  with  two  slight  ridges  on  the  palate,  and  a
prominent   median   line   anteriorly,   the   posterior
aperture  of  the  nares  linear,  4  twelfths  long,  papil-

late; the  tongue  7^  twelfths  long,  very  slender,  H
twelfths  broad  at  the  base,   where  it   is   emarginate
and  papillate,  channelled  above,  tapering  to  a  rather
obtuse   bristly   and   horny   point.   The   width   of   the
mouth  is   4   twelfths.   The   cesophagus,   a   b   c,   is   1
inch  9   twelfths   long,   3   twelfths   in   width;   the  pro-
ventriculus,   b   c,   3i   twelfths.   The   stomach,   c   d   e,
is   elliptical,   a   little   compressed,   7-|   twelfths   long,
5J   twelfths   broad;   its   muscles   moderate,   the   lower
very   thin,   the   tendons  rather   large;   the   epithelium
tough,  with  large  longitudinal  rugae,  and  of  a  red-

dish-brown colour.  The  contents  of  the  stomach
are   insects   and   seeds.   The   intestine,   efg   h,   is   5
inches   9   twelfths   long,   its   width   1^   twelfths;   the
cloaca,^',   globular,   6   twelfths   in   width;   the   cceca,
i,  1|-  twelfths  long,  and  -J  twelfth  wide.

The  trachea  is  1-|-  inches  long,  considerably  flat-
tened, scarcely  1  twelfth  broad  at  its  widest  part,  and

contracting  to  \   twelfth;  the  rings  58,   with  2  addi-

tional dimidiate  rings.     The  muscles  as  in  all  the  singing  birds,  those  of  the
inferior   larynx   considerably   developed.      Bronchial   half   rings   about   15.

There  is   a   pretty   large  oblong  salivary   gland  in   the  usual   place,   opening
with  a  single  duct  into  the  fore  part  of  the  mouth.

The   Dwarf   Buck-eye.

iEscuixs  Pavia,   Willd.  Sp.  PL,  vol.  ii.  p.  286.    Pursch,  Fl.  Amer.,  vol.  ii.  p.  254.—
Heptandria  Monogynia,  Linn. — Acera,  Juss.

Leaves   quinate,   smooth,   unequally   serrated;   racemes   lax;   generally   with
ternate  flowers;   corollas   tetrapetalous,   their   connivent   claws  of   the  length  of
the  calyx;  stamens  seven,  shorter  than  the  corolla.     The  flowers  are  scarlet.
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BEWICK'S     WREN.

-f-  Troglodytes   Bewickii,   Aud.

PLATE   CXVIIL—  Male.

The   bird   represented   under   the   name   of   Bewick's   Wren   I   shot   on   the
19th   October,   1821,   about   five   miles   from   St.   Francisville,   in   the   State   of
Louisiana.   It   was   standing   as   nearly   as   can   be   represented   in   the   position
in  which  you  now  see  it,  and  upon  the  prostrate  trunk  of  a  tree  not  far  from
a   fence.   My   drawing   of   it   was   made   on   the   spot.   Another   individual   was
shot   a   few   days   after,   by   a   young   friend,   Joseph   R.   Mason,   who   accom-

panied me  on  my  rambles.  In  the  month  of  November  1829,  I  had  the
pleasure   of   meeting   with   another   of   the   same   species,   about   fifteen   miles
from  the  place  above  mentioned,  and  as  it  was  near  the  house  at  which  I  was
then   on   a   visit,   I   refrained   from   killing   it,   in   order   to   observe   its   habits.
For   several   days,   during   which   I   occasionally   saw   it,   it   moved   along   the
bars   of   the   fences,   with   its   tail   generally   erect,   looking   from   the   bar   on
which   it   stood   towards   the   one   next   above,   and   caught   spiders   and   other
insects,   as   it   ran   along   from   one   panel   of   the   fence   to   another   in   quick
succession,   now   and   then   uttering   a   low   twitter,   the   only   sound   which   I
heard   it   emit.   It   occasionally   hopped   sidewise,   now   with   its   head   towards
me,  and  again  in  the  contrary  direction,  at  times  descending  to  the  ground,
to   inspect   the   lower   bar,   but   only   for   a   few   moments.   At   other   times,   it
would   fly   to   a   peach   or   apple-tree   close   to   the   fence,   ascend   to   its   top
branches,   always   with   hopping   movements,   and,   as   if   about   to   sing,   would
for  an  instant  raise  its  head,  and  lower  its  tail,   but  without  giving  utterance
to   any   musical   notes.   It   would   then   return   to   the   fence,   and   continue   its
avocations   as   already   described.   I   shot   the   bird,   and   have   it   preserved   in
spirits.

In   shape,   colour   and   movements,   it   nearly   resembles   the   Great   Carolina
Wren,   and   the   House   Wren.   It   has   not,   however,   the   quickness   of   motion,
nor  the  liveliness,  of  either  of  these  birds.

For  the  following  observations  regarding  this  species  I  am  indebted  to  my
friend   Dr.   Bachman.   "In   the   month   of   July   1835,   when   on   a   visit   to   the
mountains   of   Virginia,   I   heard   at   the   Salt   Sulphur   Springs   the   note   of   a
Wren   that   I   did   not   recognise   as   that   of   any   of   our   known   species.   On
procuring  the  bird  I  ascertained  it  to  be  the  Bewick's  Wren.     There  were  a



1X8   GREAT   CAROLINA   WREN.

I   found   it   very   numerous   in   the   Floridas   and   all   along   the   coast   of   the
Mexican   Gulf   to   within   the   Texas,   where   it   spends   the   whole   year.   Mr.
Townsend  mentions  it  as  being  found  on  the  Missouri.

The   dwarf   buck-eye,   on   a   blossomed   twig   of   which   this   pair   of   Great
Carolina   Wrens   are   placed,   is   by   nature   as   well   as   name   a   low   shrub.   It
grows   near   swampy   ground   in   great   abundance.   Its   flowers,   which   are
scentless,   are   much   resorted   to   by   Humming-birds,   on   their   first   arrival,
as   they   appear   at   a   very   early   season.   The   wood   resembles   that   of   the
common  horse-chestnut,  and  its  fruit  is  nearly  the  same  in  form  and  colour,
but   much  smaller.   I   know  of   no  valuable  property  possessed  by  this   beau-

tiful shrub.

Great  Carolina  Wren,  Certhia  Caroliniana,  Wils.  Amer.  Orn.,  vol.  ii.  p.  61.
Troglodytes  lddovicianus,  Bonap.  Syn.,  p.  93.
Great  Carolina  Mocking  Wren,  Nutt.  Man.,  vol.  i.  p.  429.
Great  Carolina  Wren,  Troglodytes  ludovicianus ,  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  i.  p.  399,  vol.

v.  p.  466.

Adult   Male.

Bill   nearly   as   long   as   the   head,   subulato-conical,   slightly   arched,   com-
pressed towards  the  tip;  upper  mandible  with  the  sides  convex  towards  the

end,  concave  at  the  base,  the  edges  acute  and  overlapping;  under  mandible
with   the   back   and   sides   convex.   Nostrils   oblong,   straight,   basal,   with   a
cartilaginous  lid   above,   open  and  bare.   Head  oblong,   neck  of   ordinary   size,
body   ovate.   Legs   of   ordinary   length;   tarsus   longer   than   the   middle   toe,
compressed,   anteriorly   scutate,   posteriorly   edged;   toes,   scutellate   above,
inferiorly  granulate;   second  and  fourth  nearly  equal,   the  hind  toe  almost  as
long  as  the  middle  one,  third  and  fourth  united  as  far  as  the  second  joint;
claws  long,  slender,  acute,  arcuate,  much  compressed.

Plumage   soft,   lax,   and   tufty.   Wings   short,   very   convex,   broad   and
rounded,   the   first   quill   very   short,   the   fourth   longest.   Tail   rather   long,
curved  downwards,   much  rounded,   of   twelve  narrowish,   rounded  feathers.

Bill   wood-brown   above,   bluish   beneath.   Iris   hazel.   Legs   flesh-colour.
The   general   colour   of   the   upper   part   is   brownish-red.   A   yellowish-white
streak   over   the   eye,   extending   far   down   the   neck,   and   edged   above   with
dark   brown.   Quills,   coverts   and   tail   barred   with   blackish-brown;   secondary
and  middle  coverts   tipped  with  white;   shafts   of   the  scapulars   white.   Throat
greyish-white,   under   parts   reddish-buff,   paler   behind.   Under   tail-coverts
white,   barred  with   blackish.

Length   5£   inches,   extent   of   wings   7£;   bill   along   the   ridge   f,   along   the
gap  \-\;  tarsus  -£-.

Adult   Female.
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