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Male,  5|,  1\.
The   plant   on   which   you   see   this   bird   is   called   the   May-apple.   It   shoots

from   the   ground   in   great   numbers,   and   grows   very   close.   The   flowers
appear   at   an   early   season,   and   are   succeeded   by   a   pulpy   yellowish   fruit,
about   the   size   of   a   pullet's   egg,   and  which,   when  ripe,   is   pleasant   to   the
taste,  being  a  little  acid  and  very  cooling.

Genus   VI.—  PEUCjEA,   Mid.     PINEWOOD-FINCH.

Bill   of   moderate   length,   rather   stout,   straight,   considerably   compressed,
acute;   upper   mandible   with   the   dorsal   line   somewhat   convex,   the   ridge
rather  narrow,  the  sides  convex,   the  edges  inflected,   with  the  notches  obso-

lete, the  tip  acute;  lower  mandible  with  the  angle  short  and  rounded,  the
dorsal   line  ascending  and  slightly   convex,   the  ridge  rounded,   the  sides  con-

vex,  the   edges   involute,   the   tip   acute.   Nostrils   small,   roundish,   partially
concealed   by   the   plumage.   Head   ovate;   neck   short;   body   moderately
stout.   Tarsus   rather   short,   compressed,   with   seven   scutella;   toes   moderate,
very   slender,   hind  toe  rather   large,   lateral   toes  about   equal,   outer   adherent
at   the   base.   Claws   of   moderate   length,   very   slender,   extremely   compressed,
arched,   tapering   to   a   fine   point.   Plumage   very   soft,   blended.   Wings   very
short,   convex,   rounded,   the   third   and   fourth   quills   longest,   the   first   and
seventh   about   equal.   Tail   rather   long,   graduated,   of   twelve   narrow  rounded
feathers.   No   difference   in   the   colours   of   the   sexes.   Name   from   n«/'*»,   a

pine.
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and  can  be  heard  at  a  considerable  distance  in  the  pine  woods,  where  it  is
found,  and  where  it  is  the  only  songster  at  that  season.

"In   the   beginning   of   November,   this   bird   usually   disappears,   and   I   think
it   probably   migrates   farther   south.   Still   it   is   likely   that   it   does   not   go
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  that  some  few  remain  in  Carolina
during  the  whole  winter,  as,  on  the  6th  of  February,  the  coldest  time  of  the
year,   I   found   one   of   these   birds   in   some   long   grass,   a   few.  miles   from
Charleston."

Since   then,   kind   reader,   I   have   had   the   pleasure,   in   the   company   of   its
amiable   discoverer,   to   hear   the   melodious   notes   of   this   southern   species.
Our  endeavours,  however,  to  find  its  nest  have  been  unsuccessful.

On   my   return   from   the   Floridas   to   New   York,   in   June   1832,   I   travelled
through  both  the  Carolinas,  and  observed  many  of  these  Finches  on  the  sides
of   the   roads   cut   through   the   pine   woods   of   South   Carolina.   At   this   time,
they  filled  the  air  with  their  melodies.  I  traced  them  as  far  as  the  boundary
between  that   State   and  North   Carolina,   in   which  none  were   seen  or   heard.
They   were   particularly   abundant   near   the   Great   Santee   river.

The   food   of   this   species   consists   of   the   seeds   of   grasses,   coleopterous
insects,   and  a   variety   of   the   small   berries   so   abundant   in   that   part   of   the
country.   Its   flight   is   swift   and  direct,   now  and  then  protracted,   so   that   the
bird  is  out  of  sight  before  it  alights.

I   observed   no   difference   in   the   size   or   colour   of   the   sexes,   and   have
represented  a  male  in  full   summer  dress,  which  was  presented  to  me,  while
yet   quite   fresh,   by   my   friend   Bachman.

Georgia   and  South   Carolina.      Rather   rare.      Migratory.

Bach.man's  Finch.  Fringilla  Bachmanii.  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  ii.  p.  366.

Adult   Male.

Bill   short,   conical,   acute;   upper  mandible  almost  straight  in  its   dorsal   out-
line,  rounded  on  the  sides;   lower  mandible  slightly  convex  beneath,   the

sides   rounded;   edges   of   both   sharp   and   inflected;   gap-line   deflected   at   the
base.   Nostrils   basal,   roundish,   partially   concealed   by   the   feathers.   Head
rather   large,   neck   short,   body   rather   full.   Feet   of   moderate   length,   slender;
tarsus   covered   anteriorly   with   a   few   longish   scutella;   toes   free,   scutellate
above,   the   lateral   ones   nearly   equal,   hind-toe   proportionally   large;   claws
slender,   compressed,   acute,   slightly   arched,   that   of   the  hind-toe  longer.

Plumage   soft,   blended,   rather   compact   on   the   back,   slightly   glossed.
Wings   shortish,   curved,   third   and   fourth   quills   longest,   fifth   and   second
nearly   equal;   the  secondaries  long  and  rounded.      Tail   long,   graduated,   and
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deeply  emarginate,  of  twelve  straight,  narrow  feathers,  tapering  to  a  rounded
point.

Bill   dark   brown   above,   light   blue   beneath.   Iris   hazel.   Feet   very   light
flesh-coloured.   The   general   colour   of   the   upper   parts   is   reddish-brown,   the
central   parts   of   the   feathers   on   the   back   black,   their   margins   bluish-grey.
Secondary   coverts   dull   yellowish-brown   on   the   outer   edge;   quills   dark
brown,  the  first  seven  or  eight  slightly  edged  with  pale  ochre,  the  rest  edged
with   light   brown;   flexure   of   the   wing   bright   yellow;   small   coverts   varied
with   brown   and   yellowish-grey.   Tail-feathers   brown,   lighter   on   the   outer
edges.   A   streak   from   the   upper   mandible   over   the   eye,   as   well   as   the
margin   of   the   eye,   ochre-yellow.   Throat   pale   yellowish-grey,   with   a   short
streak  of  blackish  on  each  side,  from  the  base  of  the  mandible;  fore  part  of
the  breast   and  sides  tinged  with  brown;  the  rest   of   the  lower  parts  yellow-
ish-grey.

Length   6   inches,   extent   of   wings   7-|;   bill   along   the   ridge   \,   along   the
sides  -§;  tarsus  ^-.

The  Female  is   slightly   smaller,   but  does  not  differ  in  colouring.

Pinckneya  pubescens,  Mich.,  Fl.  Amer.,  vol.  i.  p.  105.    Pursch,  Fl.  Amer.  Sept.,  vol.  i.
p.  158. — Pentandria  Monogynia,  Linn.

This   shrubby   tree   grows   on   the   banks   of   rivers,   and   near   swamps,   in
Georgia;  but  the  twig  represented  in  the  Plate  was  from  a  tree  in  the  beau-

tiful botanic  garden  of  M.  Noisette,  a  few  miles  from  Charleston,  in  South
Carolina.  The  leaves  are  oval,   acute  at  both  ends,  somewhat  downy  beneath;
the   flowers   are   yellow,   tinged   with   red;   one   of   the   divisions   of   the   calyx
enlarges   to   a   whitish   leaf,   tinged   with   red,   which   renders   the   plant   highly
ornamental.
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LINCOLN'S     PINE   WOOD-FINCH.

4-   Peucea   Lincolnii,   Jlud.

PLATE    CLXXVII.—  Male   and   Female.

We   had   been   in   Labrador   nearly   three   weeks   before   this   Finch   was   dis-
covered. One  morning  while  the  sun  was  doing  his  best  to  enliven  the

gloomy  aspect  of  the  country,  I  chanced  to  enter  one  of  those  singular  small
valleys   here   and   there   to   be   seen.   The   beautiful   verdure   of   the   vegetation,
the  numerous  flowers  that  grew  sprinkled  over  the  ground,  the  half-smother-

ed pipings   of   some  frogs,   and  the   multitudes   of   mosquitoes   and  flies   of
various   sorts,   seemed  to   belong  to   a   region   very   different   from  any   that   I
had  previously   explored.   But   if   the   view  of   this   favoured  spot   was   pleasing
to  my  eye,  how  much  more  to  my  ear  were  the  sweet  notes  of  this  bird  as
they  came  thrilling  on  the  sense,  surpassing  in  vigour  those  of  any  American
Finch   with   which   I   am   acquainted,   and   forming   a   song   which   seemed   a
compound   of   those   of   the   Canary   and   Wood-lark   of   Europe.   I   immediately
shouted   to   my   companions,   who   were   not   far   distant.   They   came,   and   we
all  followed  the  songster  as  it  flitted  from  one  bush  to  another  to  evade  our
pursuit.   No   sooner   would   it   alight   than   it   renewed  its   song;   but   we   found
more  wildness  in  this  species  than  in  any  other  inhabiting  the  same  country,
and   it   was   with   difficulty   that   we   at   last   procured   it.   Chance   placed   my
young   companion,   Thomas   Lincoln,   in   a   situation   where   he   saw   it   alight
within   shot,   and   with   his   usual   unerring   aim,   he   cut   short   its   career.   On
seizing  it,   I   found  it   to  be  a  species  which  I   had  not  previously  seen;   and,
supposing   it   to   be   new,   I   named   it   Tom's   Finch,   in   honour   of   our   friend
Lincoln,   who   was   a   great   favourite   among   us.   Three   cheers   were   given
him,  when,  proud  of  the  prize,  I  returned  to  the  vessel  to  draw  it,  while  my
son   and   his   companions   continued   to   search   for   other   specimens.   Many
were   procured   during   our   stay   in   that   country.   They   became   more   abun-

dant and  less  shy  the  farther  north  we  proceeded,  but  no  longer  sang,  in
consequence   of   the   advance   of   the   season.   We   did   not,   however,   succeed
in  finding  a  nest.

The   habits   of   this   sweet   songster   resemble   those   of   the   Song   Sparrow.
Like  it,  mounted  on  the  topmost  twig  of  the  tallest  shrub  or  tree  it  can  find,
it   chants   for   hours;   or,   diving   into   the   thickets,   it   hops   from   branch   to
branch,   until   it   reaches   the   ground,   in   search   of   those   insects   and   berries
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and  can  be  heard  at  a  considerable  distance  in  the  pine  woods,  where  it  is
found,  and  where  it  is  the  only  songster  at  that  season.

"In   the   beginning   of   November,   this   bird   usually   disappears,   and   I   think
it   probably   migrates   farther   south.   Still   it   is   likely   that   it   does   not   go
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  that  some  few  remain  in  Carolina
during  the  whole  winter,  as,  on  the  6th  of  February,  the  coldest  time  of  the
year,   I   found   one   of   these   birds   in   some   long   grass,   a   few.  miles   from
Charleston."

Since   then,   kind   reader,   I   have   had   the   pleasure,   in   the   company   of   its
amiable   discoverer,   to   hear   the   melodious   notes   of   this   southern   species.
Our  endeavours,  however,  to  find  its  nest  have  been  unsuccessful.

On   my   return   from   the   Floridas   to   New   York,   in   June   1832,   I   travelled
through  both  the  Carolinas,  and  observed  many  of  these  Finches  on  the  sides
of   the   roads   cut   through   the   pine   woods   of   South   Carolina.   At   this   time,
they  filled  the  air  with  their  melodies.  I  traced  them  as  far  as  the  boundary
between  that   State   and  North   Carolina,   in   which  none  were   seen  or   heard.
They   were   particularly   abundant   near   the   Great   Santee   river.

The   food   of   this   species   consists   of   the   seeds   of   grasses,   coleopterous
insects,   and  a   variety   of   the   small   berries   so   abundant   in   that   part   of   the
country.   Its   flight   is   swift   and  direct,   now  and  then  protracted,   so   that   the
bird  is  out  of  sight  before  it  alights.

I   observed   no   difference   in   the   size   or   colour   of   the   sexes,   and   have
represented  a  male  in  full   summer  dress,  which  was  presented  to  me,  while
yet   quite   fresh,   by   my   friend   Bachman.

Georgia   and  South   Carolina.      Rather   rare.      Migratory.

Bach.man's  Finch.  Fringilla  Bachmanii.  Aud.  Orn.  Biog.,  vol.  ii.  p.  366.

Adult   Male.

Bill   short,   conical,   acute;   upper  mandible  almost  straight  in  its   dorsal   out-
line,  rounded  on  the  sides;   lower  mandible  slightly  convex  beneath,   the

sides   rounded;   edges   of   both   sharp   and   inflected;   gap-line   deflected   at   the
base.   Nostrils   basal,   roundish,   partially   concealed   by   the   feathers.   Head
rather   large,   neck   short,   body   rather   full.   Feet   of   moderate   length,   slender;
tarsus   covered   anteriorly   with   a   few   longish   scutella;   toes   free,   scutellate
above,   the   lateral   ones   nearly   equal,   hind-toe   proportionally   large;   claws
slender,   compressed,   acute,   slightly   arched,   that   of   the  hind-toe  longer.

Plumage   soft,   blended,   rather   compact   on   the   back,   slightly   glossed.
Wings   shortish,   curved,   third   and   fourth   quills   longest,   fifth   and   second
nearly   equal;   the  secondaries  long  and  rounded.      Tail   long,   graduated,   and



Audubon, John James. 1841. "Lazuli Finch, Spiza amoena, Say. [Pl. 171]." The
birds of America : from drawings made in the United States and their territories 3, 
100–102. https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319284.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/124835
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319284
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/319284

Holding Institution 
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by 
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: NOT_IN_COPYRIGHT

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 27 April 2024 at 14:13 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319284
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/124835
https://doi.org/10.5962/p.319284
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/319284
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

