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straight,  being  a  little  convex  at  the  base,  the  ridge  a  little  flattened  toward
the  base,  where  it  runs  into  a  short  tapering  process,  the  sides  rounded,  the
edges  inflected,  the  tip  slightly  depressed;  lower  mandible  higher  at  the  base
than  the  upper,  with  the  angle  rather  short  and  wide,  the  sides  rather  flat  and
inclined  inwards  at  the  base,  convex  toward  the  end,  the  edges  inflected,  the
tip  acute;   the  gap-line  straight,   but   at   the  base  deflected.   Nostrils   oval,   in
the  fore  part  of  the  short  nasal  depression.

Head  of  moderate  size,  ovate,  with  the  forehead  flattened;  neck  short;  body-
moderately   stout.   Feet   of   ordinary   length;   tarsus   rather   stout,   compressed,
with  seven  large  anterior  scutella,  of  which  the  upper  are  blended,  the  two
lateral  plates  meeting  at  an  acute  angle  behind;  toes  rather  large,  compressed;
the  first  much  stronger,  the  outer  a  little  shorter  than  the  inner;  claws  large,
arched,  compressed,  laterally  grooved,  very  acute.

Plumage  soft,   blended,  glossy,  the  feathers  ovate  and  rounded;  those  on
the  fore  and  upper  parts  of  the  head  standing  erect,  so  as  to  present  a  velvety
surface.   Wings   rather   long,   the   second   quill   longest,   but   exceeding   the
third  only  by  half  a  twelfth,  the  first  shorter  than  the  fourth ;  the  secondaries
broadly  rounded;  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  primaries  cut  Out  on  the
outer  web  toward  the  end.   Tail   of   twelve  broadly  rounded  feathers,   rather
long,   slightly   rounded,   the   lateral   feathers   being   two-twelfths   shorter   than
the  middle.

Bill   and  feet   black.   The  general   colour   of   the  plumage  is   glossy  bluish-
black,  on  the  head  velvet-black;  the  smaller  wing-coverts  scarlet,  at  the  base
white.

Length  to  end  of  tail  9  inches,  bill  along  the  ridge  y| ;  wing  from  flexure
5^2-;  tail  4^;  tarsus  1^;  hind  toe  ff-,  its  claw  -^-;  second  toe  ^z,  its  claw  f|;
third  toe  f|,  its  claw  ^;  fourth  toe  -f  f,  its  claw  -f^.

Female.
The   female,   which   is   much   smaller,   has   the   bill   and   feet   greyish-black;

the  upper  parts  are  dark  brown,  the  feathers  edged  with  light  brown;  the
smaller  wing-coverts  edged  with  dull   scarlet,   the  first  row  with  whitish;  the
larger  coverts,  the  quills  and  tail-feathers  blackish-brown,  edged  with  yellow-

ish-brown; the  lower  parts  are  dull  brown,  but  the  throat,  and  a  broad  streak
over  the  eye  are  dull  orange.
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THE   RED-  WINGED   STARLING,   OR   RED-SHOULDERED

MARSH   BLACKBIRD.

•^Agelaius   phceniceus,   Linn.

PLATE   CCXVI  Male,   Female,   and   Young   Male.

If   the  name  of   Starling  has  been  given  to  this   well-known  species,   with
the  view  of  assimilating  it   to  the  European  bird  of  that  name,  it   can  only-
have  been  on  account  of  the  numbers  of  individuals  that  associate  together,
for  in  every  other  respect  it  is  as  distinct  from  the  true  Starlings  as  a  Common
Crow.   But   without   speaking   particularly   of   generic   or   specific   affinities,   I
shall   here   content   myself   with   giving   you,   kind   reader,   an   account   of   the
habits  of  this  bird.

The  Marsh  Blackbird  is  so  well  known  as  being  a  bird  of  the  most  nefa-
rious propensities,  that  in  the  United  States  one  can  hardly  mention  its  name,

without  hearing  such  an  account  of  its  pilferings  as  might  induce  the  young
student  of   nature  to  conceive  that  it   had  been  created  for  the  purpose  of
annoying  the  farmer.   That  it   destroys  an  astonishing  quantity  of   corn,   rice,
and  other  kinds  of  grain,  cannot  be  denied;  but  that  before  it  commences  its
ravages,  it  has  proved  highly  serviceable  to  the  crops,  is  equally  certain.

As  soon  as  spring  makes  its  appearance,  almost  all  the  Redwings  leave  the
Southern  States,   in   small   detached  and  straggling  flocks,   the  males  leading
the  way  in  full  song,  as  if  to  invite  the  females  to  follow.  Prodigious  num-

bers make  their  appearance  in  the  Eastern  Districts,  as  winter  recedes,  and
are  often  seen  while  piles  of  drifted  snow  still  remain  along  the  roads,  under
shelter   of   the   fences.   They   frequently   alight   on   trees   of   moderate   size,
spread   their   tail,   swell   out   their   plumage,   and   utter   their   clear   and   not
unmusical   notes,   particularly   in   the   early   morning,   before   their   departure
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  places  in  which  they  have  roosted;  for  their
migrations,  you  must  know,  are  performed  entirely  during  the  day.

Their  food  at  this  season  is  almost  exclusively  composed  of  grubs,  worms,
caterpillars,   and   different   sorts   of   coleopterous   insects,   which   they   procure
by  searching  with  great  industry,  in  the  meadows,  the  orchards,  or  the  newly
ploughed  fields,  walking  with  a  graceful  step,  but  much  quicker  than  either
of  their  relatives,  the  Purple  Grakle  or  the  Boat-tail  of  the  Southern  States.
The  millions  of  insects  which  the  Redwings  destroy  at  this  early  season,  are,
in  my  opinion,  a  full  equivalent  for  the  corn  which  they  eat  at  another  period;
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it   was  seen  breeding,   sometimes  within   a   few  yards  of   houses.   The  same
occurred  on  the   Florida   Keys.   The  only   part   of   the   country   visited   by   me
in  which  I   found  it   wanting  is  Labrador,   although  it   is   known  to  breed  in
some  portions  of   the  interior   of   Newfoundland.   In  many  instances  I   found
it   nestling  in  the  Floridas  on  Mangroves  and  low  bushes,   in  the  vicinity  of
the  nests  of  Cormorants  and  our  smaller  Herons,  and  even  sometimes  in  the
midst  of  them.

In   speaking   of   this   species,   Dr.   Richardson   mentions   a   circumstance
relative   to   its   habits   of   which   I   was   not   aware.   "On   its   first   arrival   (the
beginning  of  May)  it  feeds  on  grubs;  but  as  soon  as  the  grain  sown  in  the
vicinity   of   (he   trading   posts   begins   to   germinate,   it   associates   itself   with
Saffron-headed   Maize-birds   and   Boat-tails   (Common   Crow   Blackbird),   and
is  occupied  the  whole  day  in  tearing  up  and  devouring  the  sprouting  plants,
returning   to   the   work   of   devastation   as   often   as   driven   away."   He   states
that  it  does  not  pass  the  57th  parallel.

The  attachment  of  this  bird  to  the  locality  which  it  has  selected  for  breed-
ing, is  illustrated  by  the  following  note  of  my  friend  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Brewer

of   Boston.   "A   pair   of   these   birds   constructed   a   nest   in   a   small   clump  of
bushes  near  a  brook  in  Roxbury,  and  deposited  four  eggs,  which  were  taken
away.  They  then  built   a  nest  within  a  foot  of  the  first,   in  which  the  same
number  of  eggs  was  laid,  and  in  like  manner  abstracted.  Undeterred  by  this
want  of  success,  they  again  constructed  a  nest  in  the  same  clump,  and  this
time  without  molestation.  This  fact  is  perhaps  trivial   in  itself,   but  the  same
can  hardly  be  told  of  any  other  species."  The  eggs  measure  in  length  seven-
eighths  and  three-fourths,  and  in  breadth  five  and  a  half  eighths.

At   Galveston   I   observed   flocks   of   female   Red-winged   Starlings   congre-
gated, and  to  all  appearance  migrating.  This  shews  that  migration  in  birds

is  far  from  being  regular,  but  is  dependent  on  many  accidental  circumstances,
such  as  difference  of  temperature  at  certain  seasons  when  they  are  supposed
usually  to  move,  or  storms,  or  want  of  proper  food.

Dr.   Bachjian   writes   thus   to   me:  —  "You   speak   of   the   Red-winged   Star-
lings as  nearly  all   proceeding  to  the  coast  to  breed.  They  breed  very

abundantly  in  all   the  low  marshy  grounds  of  Carolina,  and  in  all   the  inter-
mediate places  to  the  Northern  States.  The  young  birds  in  autumn  that  I

have  procured  from  the  young  guinea-corn  and  rice-fields  were  fat,   and  in
taste   fully   equal   to   the   Robin.   I   am  not   aware,   that   you  have  mentioned
that,  when  a  year  old,  though  not  full-plumaged,  they  breed  like  those  that
are   older.   Indeed,   nearly   all   our   birds   breed   when   a   year   old,   however
imperfect  their  plumage;  I  cannot  recollect  any  species  that  does  not."

I  have  represented  a  male  and  a  female  in  the  adult  state,  and  a  male  in
the  first  spring,  and  have  placed  them  on  the  branch  of  a  water  maple,  these
birds  being  fond  of  alighting  on  trees  of  that  kind,  in  early  spring,  to  pick
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from   the   prying   eyes   of   the   lurking   savage.   The   night   is   past,   the   dawn
smiles  upon  the  refreshed  travellers,  who  launch  their  frail  bark;  and  as  they
slowly  float  on  the  stream,  both  listen  attentively  to  the  notes  of  the  Red-
and-White-winged   Troopial,   and   wonder   how   similar   they   are   to   those   of
the   "Red-winged   Starling:"   they   think   of   the   affinities   of   species,   and
especially  of  those  of  the  lively  birds  composing  this  beautiful  group.

This   beautiful   species   was   discovered   in   Upper   California   by   my   friend
Thomas   Nuttall,   Esq.,   from   whom   I   received   the   specimen   represented
in   the   plate,   together   with   the   following   account.   "Flocks   of   this   vagrant
bird,   which,   in   all   probability,   extends   its   migrations   into   Oregon,   are   very
common  around  Santa   Barbara   in   Upper   California,   in   the   month  of   April.
Their   habits   are   similar   to   those   of   the   Red-winged   Starling,   (Jlgelaius
phceniceus,)  but  they  keep  in  large  flocks  apart  from  that  species,  which  also
inhabits   this   country   as   well   as   Mexico.   They   are   seldom  seen  but   in   the
near   suburbs   of   the   town,   feeding   at   this   time   almost   exclusively   on   the
maggots  or  larvae  of  the  blow-flies,  which  are  generated  in  the  offal  of  the
cattle  constantly  killed  around  the  town  for  the  sake  of  the  hides.  In  large
whirling   flocks   they   are   seen   associated   with   the   Cow-birds,   Common
Grakles,   Red-wings,   and  a  small   species  with  an  orange-yellow  head,  flitting
about  in  quest  of  food,  or  perching  on  the  orchard  trees  in  the  town,  where
they  keep  up  an  incessant  chatter  and  discordant  confused  warble,  much  more
harsh  or   guttural   than  the   note   of   the   CowT-bird.   They   are   also   common
around   Monterey.   With   the   female,   and   the   circumstances   of   breeding,   I
am  not  acquainted."

Red-and-white-winged  Troopial,  Icterus  tricolor,  And.  Orn.  Biog-.,  vol.  v.  p.  1.

Male,  9;  wing,  5.
North  California.      Abundant.      Migrator)7.
Adult   Male.
Bill  nearly  as  long  as  the  head,  conical,  straight,  moderately  stout,  tapering

to  a  fine  point;  upper  mandible  with  the  dorsal  line  nearly  straight,  being  a
little  convex  at  the  base,  the  ridge  a  little  flattened  toward  the  base,  where
it  runs  into  a  short  tapering  process,  the  sides  rounded,  the  edges  inflected,
the  tip  a  little  depressed;  lower  mandible  higher  at  the  base  than  the  upper,
with  the  angle  rather  short  and  wide,  the  sides  rather  flat  at  the  base,  convex
toward  the  end,  the  edges  inflected,  the  tip  acute;  the  gap-line  straight,  but
at   the   base   deflected.   Nostrils   oval,   in   the   fore   part   of   the   short   nasal
depression.

Head   of   moderate   size,   ovate,   with   the   forehead   flattened;   neck   short;
body  moderately  stout.      Feet  of  ordinary  length;  tarsus  rather  stout,   com-
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