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Q,uercus  alba,  Willd.,  Sp.  PI.,  vol.  iv.  p.  429.  Michaux,  Arbr.  Forest,  de  PAmerique
Sept.,  vol.  ii.  p.  13,  pi.  1.  Pursh,  Flor.  Amer.  Sept.,  vol.  ii.  p.  633.— Moncecia  Poly"
andria,  Linn. — Amentace^;,  Juss.

Leaves   oblong,   pinnatifido-sinuate,   downy   beneath,   the   lobes   linear-lanceo-
late, obtuse,  attenuated  at  the  base,  entire  on  the  margin;  the  fruit  peduncu-
late, the  cupule  tubercular,  flat  at  the  base,  cup-shaped,  the  acorn  ovate.

Although   this   species   of   oak   is   not   abundant   in   Maine,   where   the   Canada
Jay  chiefly  occurs,  I  have  employed  it  in  my  drawing,  on  account  of  the  rich
colouring   of   its   fine   leaves   during   the   autumnal   months.   It   is   in   Louisiana,
where  it  is  plentiful,  that  one  must  see  it,  to  judge  of  the  grandeur  which  it
attains  under  favourable  circumstances.  I   have  often  seen  these  oaks  spread-

ing their  young  branches  amid  the  tops  of  magnolias  fully  one  hundred  feet
above  the  ground,  with  stems  from  four  to  six  feet  in  diameter,  to  the  height
of  fifty  or  more  feet,  straight  as  a  line,  and  without  a  branch  to  that  height.
When   left   in   fields,   their   tops,   naturally   inclined   to   spread,   render   their
aspect  majestic;  and  one  is  tempted  to  try  to  calculate  the  many  years  these
noble   trees   have   stood   against   the   blast   of   the   tempest.   The   wood,   which
is  of  excellent  quality,   being  hard  and  durable,   is   applied  to  numerous  uses.
Its   distribution   is   very   extensive   in   the   United   States,   it   being   found   in
the   forests   from   Louisiana   to   Massachusetts,   and   in   the   western   countries
beyond  the   Mississippi.

Genus   IV.—  NUCIFRAGA,   Briss.     NUTCRACKER.

Bill   as  long  as  the  head,  moderately  stout,  conical,   compressed,  at  the  tip
rather   depressed;   upper   mandible   with   its   dorsal   line   slightly   arcuato-decli-
nate,  the  ridge  convex,  the  sides  rounded,  the  edges  sharp  and  overlapping,
without   notch,   the   tip   flattened   and   obtuse;   lower   mandible   with   the   angle
short   and   rounded,   the   dorsal   line   straight,   the   sides   convex,   the   edges
sharpened   a   little   involute,   the   tip   flattened   and   rather   obtuse.   Nostrils
basal,   lateral,   roundish,   covered   by   bristly   feathers,   which   are   directed   for-

wards. Head  large,  broadly  ovate,  neck  rather  short;  body  moderately
stout.      Tarsus   rather   short,   compressed,   with   eight   scutella;   toes   stout,   the
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The   legs   were   of   a   deep   purplish-black.   In   short,   it   bore   a   perfect   resem-
blance to  the  bird  called  the  "Short-billed  Jay,  or  Whisky-Jack,  Garrulus

brachyrhynchus"   of   my   excellent   friend   Mr.   Swainson,   as   described   and
figured   by   himself   and   Dr.   Richardson   in   their   beautiful   and   valuable   Fauna
Boreali-Americana,   (Vol.   II.   p.   296,   PI.   551.)   So   unlike   the   parent   birds
did  the  young  of  this  species  appear,  that  before  I  saw  them  fed  by  the  old
ones,  I  urged  my  young  companions  to  shoot  every  one  of  the  brood,  think-

ing they  might  be  of  a  new  species.  The  contents  of  the  stomach  of  both
young  and  old  birds  were  insects,   leaves  of  fir   trees,  and  eggs  of  ants.   The
intestines  measured  one  foot  eleven  inches.  The  flesh  of  both  was  of  a  dark

bluish  colour,  and  smelt  strongly  of  their  food.
I   was   induced   to   give   a   figure   of   the   young   of   the   Canada   Jay   simply

because,   as   above   mentioned,   my   friend   Mr.   Swainson   formed   of   it   a   new
species,   under   the   name   of   Garrulus   brachyrhynchus.   The   account   given
of  this  alleged  species,  at  page  296  of  the  second  part  of  the  Fauna  Boreali-
Americana,   is   as   follows:  —  "The   only   specimen   brought   home   of   the   Short-
billed   Jay   was   killed   on   the   roof   of   the   dwelling-house   at   Fort   Franklin.
Its   general   appearance   and   manners   resemble   those   of   the   Canada   Jay   or
Whisky-Jack   so   strongly,   that   we   did   not   recognise   it   as   a   distinct   species,
and   consequently   did   not   ascertain   whether   it   completely   replaces   the
Canadian  one  in  high  latitudes,  or  whether  both  exist  in  the  same  localities."
The   description   of   the   habits   of   the   Canada   Jay   or   "Whisky-Jack,"   in   the
same  work,  may  here  be  referred  to: —

"This   inelegant   but   familiar   Jay   inhabits   the   woody   districts   from   latitude
65°  to  Canada,  and  in  the  winter  time  makes  its  appearance  in  the  northern
section   of   the   United   States.   Scarcely   has   the   winter   traveller   in   the   Fur
Countries   chosen   a   suitable   place   of   repose   in   the   forest,   cleared   away   the
snow,  lighted  his   fire,   and  prepared  his   bivouac,   when  the  Whisky -Jack  pays
him   a   visit,   and   boldly   descends   into   the   circle   to   pick   up   any   crumbs   of
frozen   fish   or   morsels   of   pemmican   that   have   escaped   the   mouths   of   the
hungry   and   weary   sledge-dogs.   This   confidence   compensates   for   the   want
of   many   of   those   qualities   which   endear   others   of   the   feathered   tribes   to
man.   There   is   nothing   pleasing   in   the   voice,   plumage,   form,   or   attitudes   of
the   Whisky-Jack;   but   it   is   the   only   inhabitant   of   those   silent   and   pathless
forests   which,   trusting   in   the   generosity   of   man,   fearlessly   approaches   him;
and   its   visits   were,   therefore,   always   hailed   by   us   with   satisfaction.   It   is   a
constant  attendant  at  the  fur-posts  and  fishing-stations,  and  becomes  so  tame
in   winter   as   to   eat   from  the   hand;   yet   it   is   impatient   of   confinement,   and
soon   pines   away   if   deprived   of   liberty.   It   hops   actively   from   branch   to
branch,  but,  when  at  rest,  sits  with  its  head  retracted  and  the  plumage  of  the
body   very   loose.      Its   voice   is   plaintive   and   squeaking;   though   it   occasion-
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