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Male,  1  If,  25.
From   Texas   along   the   coast   to   the   northern   extremity   of   the   Continent.

Breeds   from   Virginia   northward.      Not   abundant.
Adult   Male   in   summer.

Bill   as   long   as   the   head,   straight,   somewhat   compressed,   stout.   Upper
mandible  with  the  dorsal  line  straight  and  slightly  sloping  for  more  than  half
its  length,  then  bulging  a  little  and  arched  to  the  tip,   which  is  rather  acute,
the   sides   flat   and   sloping   at   the   base,   convex   towards   the   end,   where   the
edges   are   sharp   and  inclinate.   Nasal   groove   extended  to   a   little   more   than
half  the  length  of  the  mandible;  nostrils  sub-basal,  linear,  open  and  pervious.
Lower  mandible  with  the  angle  rather  long  and  narrow,  the  sides  at  the  base
erect  and  nearly  flat,  the  dorsal  line  ascending  and  slightly  convex,  the  edges
sharp  and  involute  towards  the  narrow  tip.

Head  of   moderate   size,   roundish,   the  forehead  much  rounded.   Eyes   large.
Neck   rather   short.   Body   ovate,   rather   full.   Feet   rather   long,   slender;
tibia   bare   for   a   considerable   space;   tarsus   rather   compressed,   covered   all
round   with   reticulated   hexagonal   scales;   toes   of   moderate   length,   slender;
the   first   extremely   diminutive,   with   an   equally   minute   claw;   the   second
shorter   than   the   fourth,   which   is   much   exceeded   by   the   third;   the   anterior
toes  are  rather  broadly  marginate,  the  web  between  the  third  and  fourth  ex-

tending to  the  second  joint  of  the  latter,  that  between  it  and  the  second
smaller.      Claws   small,   compressed,   slightly   arched,   acute.

Plumage   soft,   blended,   the   feathers   broad   and   rounded.   Wings   long   and
pointed,  primary  quills  tapering,  the  first  longest,  the  second  a  quarter  of  an
inch   shorter,   the   rest   rapidly   graduated;   secondaries   short,   broad,   obliquely
rounded;   the   inner   tapering   and   elongated.   Tail   rather   short,   slightly
rounded,  of  twelve  rounded  feathers.

Bill   and   claws   black.   Iris   and   feet   greyish-black.   Forehead   yellowish-
white,   the   rest   of   the   head   and   the   hind   neck   greyish-white,   spotted   with
dusky.   The   upper   parts   are   variegated   with   black,   yellowish-brown,   and
white,   the  feathers  being  tipped  with  the  latter.   The  hind  part   of   the  rump,
the   upper   tail-coverts,   and   the   tail-feathers,   white,   transversely   barred   with
brownisb.-black;  the  tail   tipped  with  white,   and  having  four  dark  bars  on  the
middle   feathers,   and   seven   or   eight   on   the   outer   webs   of   the   rest.   Alula,
primary   coverts,   and   primary   quills   brownish-black,   the   coverts   terminally
margined   with   white;   shafts   of   the   primaries   about   the   middle,   and   part   of
the  inner  web  towards  the  base,  white;  the  inner  six  with  a  white  patch  on
the   outer   web   towards   the   base,   and   margined   with   white   externally;   the
outer  secondary  feathers  white  at  the  base  and  margined  with  the  same;  the
inner   dusky,   with   marginal   white   triangular   spots.   A   narrow   ring   round
the  eye,  and  a  broad  longitudinal  band  on  the  side  of  the  neck,  white;  loral
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space,   cheeks,   fore  part   of   neck,   breast,   and  axillar   feathers,   black;   the  rest
of  the  lower  parts  white,  the  lower  primary  coverts  grey  towards  the  end.

Length  to  end  of  tail  llf  inches,  to  end  of  wings  12^,  to  end  of  claws  14;
extent   of   wings   25;   wing   from   flexure   Si;   tail   3i;   bill   along   the   ridge   li,
along  the  edge  of  lower  mandible  1^;  bare  part  of  tibia  f;  tarsus  2;  hind  toe
^f;   middle   toe   1-jj,   its   claw   i;   outer   toe   and   claw   1^;   inner   toe   1.   Weight
6i-  oz.

The  female  resembles  the  male,  but  has  the  black  of  the  lower  parts  of  a
less  deep  tint.

Young  about  a  week  old.
Bill   and   feet   dull   greenish-brown.      Iris   brown.      The   general   colour   is

pale   brownish-yellow,   mottled   with   dusky;   a   whitish   ring   round   the   eye;
tail   with   a   black   band,   rump   whitish,   primary   quills   dusky,   the   outer   edges
of  the  secondaries  whitish.

The  young  in  autumn.
Bill   greyish-black;   feet   bluish-grey.   The   upper   parts   brownish-black,

spotted  with   white,   some  of   the   spots   yellow;   the   wings   and  tail   as   in   the
adult,   but  the  latter  tinged  with  grey,  and  having  eight  dark  bars  on  all   the
feathers.      The  fore  part   and  sides  of   the  neck,   and  the  sides  of   the  body,

greyish-white,   mottled   with   brown-
ish-grey; axillary  feathers  brownish-

black;   the   rest   of   the   lower   parts
white.

Adult   in   winter.

The  adult  in  winter  has  the  upper
parts   light   greyish-brown,   the   mar-

gins of  the  feathers  much  lighter;  the
sides  and  fore  parts  of  the  neck  pale
grey,  with  dark  grey  streaks  and  spots;
lower   parts   white.   In   other   respects
the  colours  are  as  in  summer.

In   an   adult   male   of   this   species
there  is  a  double  row  of  papillas  on
the   roof   of   the   mouth.   The   tongue
is  1  inch  long,  slender,  tapering,  emar-
ginate  and  papillate  at  the  base,  groov-

ed above,  horny  on  the  back.  The
oesophagus,  a,  is  5  inches  long,  at  its
upper  part  4  twelfths  in  diameter,  en-

larged to  |-  inch  on  the  lower  part  of
the  neck.     The  proventriculus,  b,  ob-
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long,  its  greatest  diameter  S  twelfths,  its  glandules  oblong  and  about  a  twelfth
in  length.   The  stomach,   c,   d,   e,f,   is   a   very   powerful   gizzard  of   an  irregular
roundish  form,  1  inch  5  twelfths  long,  1  inch  3^  twelfths  in  breadth;  its  late-

ral muscles  very  large  and  distinct,  the  right,  d,  4  twelfths  thick,  the  left,  e,
3   twelfths,   the   tendons   large;   the   epithelium   thick,   longitudinally   rugous,
and  of   a   reddish   colour.   The   intestine,   g,   h,   i,   is   2   feet   2   inches   long,   its
diameter  about  2  twelfths;  the  coeca  2  inches  2  twelfths  long,  their  diameter
at  the  base  half  a  twelfth,  toward  the  end  2  twelfths;  the  rectum  3  twelfths
in  diameter,  and  2|  inches  long.

In   the   stomach   were   several   shrimps.   The   lobes   of   the   liver   very   un-
equal, the  right  being  2  ̂ inches  in  length,  the  other  1T42.     No  gall-bladder.

The  trachea  is  wide,  flattened,  membranous,  4  twelfths  broad  at  the  upper
part,   gradually   diminishing   to   2   twelfths,   its   rings,   which   are   very   slender,
about   100.   The   lateral   muscles   exceedingly   thin,   but   becoming   more   dis-

tinct towards  the  lower  part;  the  sterno-tracheal  slender.  Bronchi  of  mode-
rate length,  of  about  20  half-rings.

AMERICAN    GOLDEN    PLOVER.

+Charadrius   marmoratus,   Wagler.

PLATE  CCCXVI. — Adult  in  Summer,  Winter,  and  Spring.

The  Golden  Plover   spends  the  autumn,   winter,   and  part   of   the   spring,   in
various   portions   of   the   United   States,   appearing   in   considerable   numbers
both  along  the  coast  and  in  the  interior,  and  not  unfrequently  on  our  highest
grounds.   A   much   greater   number,   however,   proceed   in   severe   winters   be-

yond the  limits  of  our  Southern  States,  and  the  partial  migrations  of  this
species   are   much   influenced   by   the   state   of   the   weather.   They   are   more
abundant  along  the  sea  shores  of  the  Middle  and  Eastern  Districts  from  the
middle   of   April   to   the   beginning   of   May,   whereas   in   autumn   they   range
over   the   interior,   and   more   especially   the   western   prairies.   In   the   early
part  of  May  they  congregate  in  immense  flocks,  and  commence  their  journey
toward  more  northern  regions,  where  they  are  said  to  breed.

This   bird   moves   on   the   ground   with   sprightliness.      When   observed,   it
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